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From: Janine Dunphy [mailto:janine_dunphy@comcast.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, July 01, 2014 1:04 PM 
To: Council Distribution 
Subject: Testimony for TSP Hearing - July 1, 2014 
 

Comments to be entered into the record for the TSP Public Hearing on July 1, 2014. 

Mayor Studebaker and Councilors: 

After reading a good portion of the proposed TSP, I have some serious concerns about the 

direction this is going and the impact it will have on LO currently and in the future. 

First of all, I have followed the Comp Plan process from the beginning in 2010.  I was the Chair 

of the 50+ Advisory Board at that time.  I am very familiar with the process that went into the 

selection of the CAC members.  It was made extremely clear that the persons chosen from each 

Board to be a CAC member would need to be approved by Mayor Hoffman and would be 

someone who agreed with his agenda.  

Secondly, I have in my possession an email from a city employee which states in no uncertain 
terms when asked about who wrote the vision statement that it  “was written by several staff 
people and refined by the consultant and city team”. There is more detail but that is the crux of 
the email.   

 I attended the first community workshop and several others afterwards.  In all of these, city 
employees and consultants attempted to lead the citizen participants towards a pre-
determined conclusion and manipulate the input.  It was at these meetings that the “20 Minute 
Neighborhood” was first introduced by the consultants.  Most citizens objected to this concept.  
This was the idea of central planners and not developed from any LO citizen.  I questioned the 
origin of this at one CAC meeting and was told it was a nationwide planning term and goal.   

At these community meetings the “connected community” concept was also introduced – again 

a term from consultants and central planners – not citizens.  Of course all of this was skillfully 

done to allow the citizens, CAC, etc,  to feel that they were participating and actually had some 

involvement in this Comp Plan and all its parts.   

From all of this one can see that the Comp Plan, the TSP, etc. all originated and were created by 

consultants, city employees with the participation of the hand selected CAC.  The often used 

and over used phrase - community involvement is misleading and should be seen for what it 

really is. 

To the actual TSP – contrary to the wishes of the majority of the citizens in LO the focus of the 

plan continues to be getting us out of our cars.  That is not something LO citizens want – if we 

did we would move to the Pearl, or some such place. 

EXHIBIT G-28 
LU 14-0015 

mailto:janine_dunphy@comcast.net


EXHIBIT G-28/PAGE 2 

I note page after page of bike ways and pathways.   Who decided on these?  Do the home 

owners know that these are planned?  I saw some on the lists are proposed on private 

property.    Did city employees decide where to put them and what gives them the right to do 

this?  You have all seen citizen comments in the Review and have heard from individual citizens 

about the out of control actions of staff.  This may be another prime example.   

The Transit System Plan relies heavily on TriMet.  By any standard, that is an organization  with 

serious financial problems that may result in their going out of business or heavily charging the 

jurisdictions which they serve.  A responsible TSP would have seriously addressed pulling out of 

TriMet after developing some viable options.  Other cities have done it – it can be done, but 

would need the will of a strong Council. 

There is a section with a goal of “improving transit connections between disadvantaged 

communities and community/employment centers”.  What is that about, and to what does that 

commit LO?  What is a “disadvantaged community” and who decided what that might be? 

One of the more divisive issues in recent LO history was the proposed streetcar.  I see that is 

clearly not off the table.  “Highway 43 from Portland to LO identified as a future commuter rail 

corridor and high capacity transit corridor under advancement.”  Really?  Under advancement 

by whom?  And the phrase “the streetcar is currently on hold”.  This is your opportunity to get 

both of those out of the LO TSP.   

Many more issues I could bring up.  But I will close by asking that you not approve tonight the 

TSP as presented. Of the five options given to you by staff, I would like to see you chose option 

5, but any option other the city employee recommended options of 1 or 2. 

This is our City – this plan should be our plan – not the plan envisioned and created by 

employees, consultants and Metro. 

Respectfully submitted by, 

Janine Dunphy 

17151 Canal Circle  Lake Oswego 

 


