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Meeting Minutes 
 
I. Roll Call 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. In attendance were John McComish, Steve 
Dodds, Michael Fontenot, Debbie Frank, Sandy Intraversato, Sue Senf and John Rizzo; 
Kim Gilmer and Kim Bowman, staff; City Councilor Sally Moncrieff, and Tom Mueller, Golf 
Course Manager. Sandy Intraversato was excused, and Blair Troutman was absent. 

 
II. Approve December 16, 2009 Meeting Minutes 

Steve Dodds made a motion to approve the minutes. Michael Fontenot seconded 
the motion. The motion was unanimously approved. 

 
III. Open Communication 

 
Robert Rose, 5440 SW Southwood, spoke to PRAB as a dog owner about Westlake Park 
accessibility.  He relies on open space to run his dog. His most immediate concern is that 
access has been restricted to all park users for several months at Westlake Park. He 
wants to encourage the City to provide general open space for dogs.  He wants space for 
dog owners to gather and meet. He feels Westlake Park is becoming exclusive to 
organized athletics to the exclusion of being a neighborhood park and gathering place.  He 
asked if the park would be reopened soon. Kim Gilmer told him the athletic fields would 
remain unavailable until the spring opening to protect the turf during the winter months. 
 

IV. Old Business 
 

A. Project Updates  
 
Boat Dock Status:  Kim Gilmer told PRAB that October 31, 2009 was the final date to install the dock 
for 2009. The contractor ran into problems with driving piles into rock which caused the delay. The 
dock components are secured and the goal is to get them installed in July 2010. The City is looking 
into getting a permit for a different type of drilling method ahead of time in case it is needed during 
the next round of drilling. 
 
Dog Park Status: Kim Gilmer is presenting information to Council Tuesday, January 26 so Council 
can determine whether to site a dog park on the west side of town. 
 
Goal Setting January 22-23: City Council is having its annual goal setting session Friday and 
Saturday. Input from boards has been received. Kim Gilmer has made staff recommendations that 
include using tennis fund balance monies to fund a site study for a future tennis center, to complete 



the golf course landscaping on Stafford Rd. for better visibility and marketing of the facility, and to 
address the long range plan for the driving range.   
 
Steve Dodds suggested an addition be made to the goal information for Council to increase the Golf 
marketing budget to $25,000 to promote the facility.  He didn’t think it was reasonable to expect the 
golf course manager to break even operationally without having adequate funding for marketing. 
 
B.  Golf Marketing 
Following the December PRAB meeting, Kim Gilmer asked Tom Mueller to head a committee to 
develop a proposal for PRAB that outlines the marketing plan for the proposed increase investment 
of funds from $4,700 in FY 09-10 to approximately $20,000 in FY 10-11. 
 
Tom Mueller, Kevin Daly, and Doug Oliphant presented a plan for Golf Course marketing to PRAB. 
Four other members from the Golf Marketing committee were unable to attend. The plan identified 
target markets, unique selling propositions, definitions of success, paths to success, and how the 
investment needed would be allocated. 
 
Feedback from PRAB was very positive. PRAB affirmed the need for increased marketing funds and 
efforts. PRAB made several suggestions about contacts and measures of success. PRAB would like 
to include the marketing effort as a Council goal along with the landscaping. PRAB would like the 
increased signage and landscaping to be done this spring in FY 09-10 and to increase the FY 10-11 
marketing funding to $25,000 to include a part time person to manage this marketing effort and very 
necessary follow-up that is required for success.  
 
PRAB made a motion to recommend a 2010 City Council goal to allocate $25,000 for 
marketing at the golf course based on the Preliminary Marketing Proposal presented to 
PRAB. The motion was unanimously passed. 
 
The committee members were very complimentary of Tom Mueller’s work. There was an additional 
request for PRAB to consider changing the name from Lake Oswego Municipal Course to Lake 
Oswego Public Course.  PRAB agreed to take up this issue at their February meeting. 
 
C.  Discuss and Approve Recommendation for City Council on Whether to Site a Dog Park on the 
West Side of Lake Oswego. 
 
John McComish led a discussion with PRAB about the whether to site a dog park on the west side 
of town. Kim Gilmer clarified for PRAB why Westlake Park athletic fields were closed this winter from 
end of November to March 1.  She explained that all natural turf athletic fields owned by the City are 
closed during the winter months to prevent winter damage.  The time and money spent on fields that 
are over-used or played on during the winter months is very costly. It may cost between $20,000-
$30,000 to bring back an athletic field that has been over-played or used too much in the off season.  
In previous years, the City spent upwards of $80,000 to repair damage to several athletic fields. The 
issue of overuse at Westlake Park has been discussed several times over the last few years without 
resolution. 
 
Sally Moncrieff asked if the dog park at Hazelia has reduced use of Lakeridge High School turf fields 
by dog owners. She also wanted to know if the main purpose of considering a dog park on the west 
side is to save the fields at Westlake.  Has there been a reduction in maintenance of fields at 
Lakeridge High School since the Hazelia Field dog park opened?  Kim Gilmer was uncertain, and 
agreed to follow up with the School District. 
 
PRAB asked if the new dog park was addressing a parity issue. Kim Gilmer mentioned that the 
sentiment from the dog owners is that they desire an off leash area on the west side of town 
because it’s too far for them to drive to the Hazelia dog park. 



 
PRAB asked if enforcement of the leash law and dog owners picking up their dog's waste is an 
issue. The reason for enforcing the leash law is that dogs remain under their owners' control and 
owners are more likely to observe their animal and attend to digging, biting, and waste pickup 
issues.  Ms. Gilmer commented, that “yes” enforcement is a problem, with many dog owners 
ignoring the park rules which require all dogs to be on leash in parks, except those areas designated 
as “off leash”. 
 
Kim Gilmer told PRAB that when the City locked Westlake in November, dog owners moved to other 
locations, including to Oak Creek Elementary School. When the school year began, the school 
asked dog owners to vacate the property.  PRAB asked if enforcement on City property would be an 
issue for school property.  Ms. Gilmer replied that most likely enforcement on City property would 
result in dog owners moving to other locations, some of which could be School District property.  
She also commented that she had been in touch with School Superintendent Bill Korach this past 
fall to discuss this issue.  He mentioned that the School District doesn’t currently have any rules 
requiring dogs to be on leash when on school property.  He also indicated that the School District 
may be interested in revising this position if the City begins greater enforcement on its properties.  
Ms. Gilmer indicated to PRAB that the City would need to revisit this conversation with the School 
District prior to beginning stricter enforcement. 
 
 
Steve Dodds suggested a PRAB motion to site a dog park on the west side. Debbie Frank is not 
comfortable with recommending spending money on a dog park at this time with all of the other city 
priorities.  She feels another dog park is not serving the majority of the community. Sue Senf would 
like to see more information about the impact of the Hazelia dog park on surrounding athletic fields 
before making a decision.  Ms. Frank feels another dog park is not going to solve the damage issue 
at existing fields and that there has to be enforcement at existing parks to get owners to pick up the 
poop. 
 
Steve Dodds suggested to position the need for a new dog park space as a field maintenance issue. 
He suggested to get input from community sports constituents to determine how bad the damage 
and poop problem is for them. He believes there is a need for athletic field closure to keep the City 
from having to spend $20,000 - $30,000 per year to repair Westlake Park from winter damage. 
 
It was agreed there needs to be a combination of education, enforcement and making space 
available.  PRAB suggested getting the dog owners of Westlake group back together to develop a 
campaign. 
 
The cost to begin enforcing the  leash law is about $8,000 to $10,000.  This is the cost of hiring 
additional security personnel to assist in the initial education and enforcement efforts. The cost of a 
new dog park ranges $26,000-$55,000. The cost of a public process to locate a dog park is about 
$8,000. 
 
After the discussion, PRAB stated its position on the issue of siting a dog park. PRAB is in favor of 
enforcement of leash laws in existing parks, in favor of closing athletic fields in the winter to protect 
the turf, and recommends deferring the decision to construct a west side dog park until it can be 
prioritized as part of the development of a new  Parks & Recreation Comprehensive Plan initiative 
for 2010. 
 

V. New Business 
A. Establish Process for Naming the New Park on Lakewood Bay.  
 
PRAB suggested placing an article in Hello LO to invite the public to recommend names for the 
new park.  PRAB will choose the final name from the submissions.  



 
B. Schedule Next Meeting 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 17, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. at the West End Building. 
 
C. John McComish adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
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