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MEETING MINUTES 

 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

Wednesday, December 18, 2013 

6:00pm 

West End Building 

 
 
1.  Roll Call 
Bill Gordon called the meeting to order at 6:05pm. In attendance were Bill Gordon, Dave Barra, 
Steve Dodds, Nancy Gronowski, Sandy Intraversato, Ryan Hubbard, and Mark Olen; Ivan 
Anderholm, Jan Wirtz, Ann Adrian, Tom Mueller and Kim Stott staff; Brett Anderson, PRAB Alternate 
and Councilor Jeff Gudman.  Councilor Karen Bowerman was excused absent.  Youth Member Jacob 
Rappaport was absent. 
  
2.  Approve November 20, 2013 Meeting Minutes 
Steve Dodds made a motion to approve the minutes. Ryan Hubbard seconded the motion. The 
motion unanimously passed.  
 
3.  Open Public Communication 
Jeff Gudman gave PRAB a brief Council update. Discussion is occurring about replacing the existing 
maintenance and operations center with existing means within the budget. In summer 2014, Kerr 
Parkway and pathway are going to be torn up and redone.  Also, Council voted 7-0 to move forward 
with design engineering on Boones Ferry (part of the Lake Grove Business District project.) 
 
4.  Old Business 
4.1  Modify PRAB Goals for 2014; Determine Attendance at Council Review 
Bill Gordon shared a draft of possible 2014 goals with PRAB members. PRAB discussed goals and Bill 
agreed to send out a draft of the goals to the members within the next week or two to gain 
consensus. 
 
 
5.  New Business 
5.1 Elder Playground Project 
Tom Brennan and Gene Arnold of the 50+ Advisory Board spoke to PRAB about an Elder Playground 
project. Gene invited Bill Gordon to attend the 50+ Advisory Board meetings. In 2005, the City 
authorized a large study of the needs and desires of the 50+ community called the 50+ Dialogue. 
Over 300 citizens participated. About 45% of the population is over 50 and that will grow in 2020-
2030.  Lake Oswego also has the largest population of childless households. The 50+ Dialogue study 
found seniors interested in improving their mental and physical well being along with other 
important issues like housing and transportation. Seniors prefer to remain in their homes as they 
age, but do not want to be isolated. One of the options to get people out is an elder playground 
that improves people’s physical, social and mental well being. 
 
The ACC recently changed one of the rooms at the center to a fitness room. The use has been 
extremely popular.  
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Ryan Stee has been the City’s staff liaison and works with Ronnie Bennett and Marcia Robertson of 
the 50+ Advisory Board. The Board would like to request an elder playground be included with the 
2014-2015 budget.  The tentative plan is for pacing 6 pieces of equipment at West Waluga Park 
(because of the existing pathway) at a cost of about $25,000. There are some installations in Florida 
and Maryland, but many more in Japan, China and Europe. The Board hopes to apply and receive a 
Nike grant to help pay for the elder playground, but that would not happen until the end of 2014. 
The Board is asking PRAB to support getting the City to fund this type of playground. 
 
Steve Dodds asked about why not a more central park where more foot traffic abounds. West 
Waluga seems isolated. He thinks Luscher Farm might be a better location. 
 
Gene responded that the difficulty of finding a perfect location was discussed amongst the group 
developing the idea. Some parks require DRC approval for this type of addition which adds time and 
process to getting a playground installed. The Board also felt spreading equipment around to 
multiple locations is self defeating in encouraging socialization. The equipment configuration is 
designed to encourage use by more than one person. 
 
Sandi Intraversato asked if there is an email list of people who have participated at the Fitness 
Center at the ACC, or at the golf course to survey how many of those do some sort of outdoor 
physical activity today and how many might be interested in this type of playground. What is the 
demand? 
 
Steve Dodds asked what the demographics are of the current ACC users. Steve likes the concept but 
not the location. Sandi added that more input beyond ACC is needed. She also thinks this type of 
playground should be covered for protection against the elements. 
 
Gene Arnold said if PRAB or the department could find a better location, go for it. The Board would 
be fine with any location.  
 
Ivan Anderholm shared that the target age group is over 50. Placing the devices at Foothills or 
George Rogers Park may create conflict with other users in other demographics. Once the Board 
knows where the location might be, then the idea of how to market, how to get people there, and 
how to address transportation would be addressed. Can other like cities be looked at to help PRAB 
better understand where this fits? 
 
Nancy Gronowski said the 70+ age group seems to be the more likely target; and the more dense 
the location and easier to get to would determine the success of the installation. 
 
Ivan Anderholm said that East Waluga Park is already pretty busy with athletics. When you go to 
West Waluga, you currently see the older population using the pathway. Ivan said he could look at 
the demographic makeup of the area surrounding West Waluga and even utilize an offshoot of the 
metro trail count to study current users of the park. 
 
Bill Gordon summarized the sense PRAB gets is that PRAB likes the overall concept, but instead of 
being at the end of the process asking for money, there is more research needed, more questions 
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to be answered, and more information needed regarding location. Bill asked PRAB if it were worthy 
of having one or two PRAB people sitting in on a sub-committee to find out where has this been 
done, how was it done, and by whom. 
 
Ivan and staff will work with the 50+ Board to refine and further define this project. PRAB will most 
likely not support the initiative this fiscal year. 
 
5.2 Golf Course Practice Area Improvements 
Tom Weber, a member of the Golf Course Advisory Committee presented to PRAB that the Golf 
Course is a significant and unique asset that should be maintained and invested in to increase play 
and revenue. He is asking for $50,000 for necessary improvements to the practice range to increase 
recreational opportunities and revenues. He is requesting for the money to come from the funds 
currently being diverted from the golf course to the general fund. This request is in line with the 
second half of the first phase of the 2009 golf course study. He said research was done on what 
other driving ranges were doing right and wrong. The right things are contained within the 
requested budget. 
 
Of annual budget, $126,000 gets transferred from the Golf Course to the City. Tom Weber is asking 
that the Golf Course be allowed to keep $50,000. The money would be spent on items that would 
attract seniors, women and youth and help adult male golfers with their short game. The plans 
include removing the nets on the stalls, using better Titleist balls, allowing seniors, women and kids 
to use any iron or club, but asking adult males to use irons only. Targets would be placed on the 
range so golfers can perfect precision hitting. There would also be a new area installed for 
practicing chip shots.  
 
Bill Gordon stated he thinks the request is really more maintenance than capital improvement. He 
suggests PRAB should support investment in the practice range. 
 
5.1  Director’s Report 
Ivan told PRAB that the George Rogers playground project is underway. Proposals are back, the 
department is in the process of awarding the bid, and construction starts the end of February. 
Construction will include a grade modification next to road where the playground will be located. 
 
The parking lot at East Waluga Park is to be renovated as part of LO Tigard Water Project. The Parks 
Department has worked to reestablish a new drain in the parking lot prior to the Water Project 
work. 
 
This year’s budget process has a new outline. Expenditure control budgeting is the focus. The 
budget dollars for smaller Capital Improvement Projects (CIP) that are funded at less than $100,000 
will reside within the department’s budget. 
 
The department is installing new online registration, facility scheduling & reservation, league 
scheduling, point of sale, and customer relationship management systems and databases for 
reporting effective with fall registration which begins mid August. 
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5.2  Set Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, January 15, 2014. 
 
5.3  Adjourn Meeting 
Bill adjourned the meeting at 8:40pm. 
 


