
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Sustainability Advisory Board Minutes 

 

March 17, 2014 

 
Call to Order / Roll Call 
Co-chair Mary Ratcliff called the March 17, 2014 meeting of the Sustainability Advisory Board 
(SAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room of the Main Fire Station, 300 B Avenue, 
Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members Present: Co-chair Lisa Adatto, Co-chair Mary Ratcliff, Sarah Asby, 

Andre DeBar, Louis Isbell, Vidya Kale, E. Jay Murphy, Ron 
Smith, Aden Eilers (youth), Priya Judge (youth) 

Members Excused / Absent: Gary Hanifan 
Council Liaison: Councilor Karen Bowerman 
Guest: Jeff Aimonetti, Anne Billeck 
Staff: Susan Millhauser, Sustainability Coordinator 

 
Announcements from Board and Staff 
Ms. Millhauser announced an updated roster for the board, three member terms are ending. 
Ms. Adatto shared that the Lake Oswego Sustainability Network will be meeting at the Heritage 
House at Mary’s Woods. Mr. Smith shared a conversation he had with Councilor Goodman that 
the street sweepers recycled the gravel from the winter snowfall, adding that Councilor Lauren 
Hughes along with Lake Oswego Stewards would to come to an SAB meeting. Ms. Millhauser 
announced community shred day will be Saturday April 12.  
 
Approval of Minutes 
None  
 

Public Comment  
None 
 
Regular Business 
A. Review Agenda 

Co-chair Ratcliff reviewed the meeting agenda. 
 

B. Urban Farming Project 
Guest Jeff Aimonetti shared a presentation on urban farming practices. Need new 
technologies and practices in place for the future to produce sustainable foods. New focus 
on growing locally using aquaponics and hydroponics using fish waste to fertilize crops; can 
grow vertically in an urban area using farming units. Working on funding to build prototype 
by end of April, the goal is to produce 2 million pounds of crops a year. Units will be for 
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commercial scale starting at 40x40 units. Ms. Murphy asked about regulatory requirements, 
Ms. Billeck responded that there are no issues yet. Going to start with leafy greens and 
about 15% fish, will use 1/10 the amount of water versus traditional agriculture.   
 

C. Transportation System Plan Update 
Co-chair Adatto gave an overview of the Transportation System Plan. The last TSP was 
adopted in 1997; Transportation Advisory Board oversees the efforts of the TSP. They 
looked at trip reduction strategies, and mixed use development, storm water management, 
mass transportation opportunities. A good focus of the TSP is on improving driving along 
with improved focus along biking and walking paths. Co-chair Adatto would like to 
recommend that SAB support the TSP update, particularly active transportation 
enhancements. Co-chair Adatto recommends that we build the bike lanes to work in the 
suburbs; use the new standards for bike lanes based off of the City of Hillsboro’s work, 
additionally she asked SAB to review the TSP update.  
 

D. Oregon Passenger Rail Project Update 
Ms. Asby shared the information of the last meeting from the Oregon Passenger Rail 
Project. Goals are to increase passenger rail service between Eugene and Portland, 
implement a cost effective project, protect freight rail capacity, and provide an equitable 
travel alternative. OPR considered several alternatives- narrowed down but no final 
decisions yet.  
 

E. 2014-15 SAB Outreach 
Co-chair Ratcliff gave a summary of the SAB outreach program. Tim Smith presentation will 
be next month, LED group buy at the farmer market, the 100-mile challenge kicks off in May 
in conjunction with May bike and walk month. Roundtable discussion opened up about 
other outreach programs, suggested was a green home tour; want to create a tour that 
achieves most or all resource reduction feature, community bike ride and a watershed tour. 
Co-hosting a workshop regarding weatherization tips, possibility of a multi-family outreach 
at Mr. Kale’s condo association taking a tour of what they had done and a presentation. 
Write an article in the Lake Oswego Review every other month with focus on different 
sustainable topics.  
 

F. Commercial Organics Workshop 
Ms. Millhauser gave an update on the Commercial Organics Workshop with Republic 
Services and Clackamas County shared with food service providers on how to reduce waste, 
good turn out about 25 people showed up. Learned how and where to donate too much 
food, and how to compost with Republic Services program. Sticking with commercial 
composting for now, residential is not being adopted yet.  
 

G. Oregon Green Schools Summit Sponsorship Request 
Ms. Millhauser gave background on Oregon Green School Summit program, funded by 
Clackamas County and by solid waste haulers. A non-profit to help schools effort to become 
green, all schools in Lake Oswego is certified or applying to do so. Ms. Millhauser asked the 
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board if they would want to sponsor an attendee at the next summit. Co-chair Ratcliff made 
a motion to pay for and send two students to the Oregon Green Schools Summit on April 
11; the motion was seconded by Mr. Kale. The motion was passed unanimously (yes-9; no-
0)  
 

H. Sustainability Action Plan for City Operations 
Ms. Millhauser shared an update for the Sustainability Action Plan for City Operations, 
overall the plan turned out great, an article will be in the Hello LO next month, as projects 
are worked on the success’ will be shared with City Council. Kari Duncan and Jane Heisler 
will be at the next SAB meeting to give a presentation on the Lake Oswego-Tigard water 
project. Focus on projects that have a greater impact. Ideally would like to go to a paperless 
city government.  
 

I. Block 137 (Wizer) Update 
Ms. Millhauser shared an update on Block 137 (Wizer), the applicant requested an 
extension regarding the DRC requests. Concerns have been about height, the additional 
story (5) and the amount of parking.  
 

J. City Council Update 
Councilman Bowerman shared an update of City Council, tree-code review will be this year 
to address code for large parcels, CDC update for sensitive lands, anticipates update in April; 
clarify pre-apps and annexations for applications of sensitive lands, City Council policies will 
be reviewed in order to give goals more context, Councilman Bowerman asked SAB for their 
advanced input and thoughts of neighborhood livability. Adding that on the consent agenda 
for the upcoming City Council meeting that the Laurel Path Project is going to be halted due 
to funding- project totals have changed, the Laurel Path Project retaining wall is in 
conjunction with Lake Oswego Tigard Water Project.  

 
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled on April 21, 2014.  There being no other business Co-chair 
Ratcliff adjourned the meeting at 8:34 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Susan Millhauser 
Sustainability Coordinator 


