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The Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) is a citizen board convened to advise the City of Lake 
Oswego about sustainability matters. We appreciate the commitment of Lake Oswego’s City 
Council and staff to protect our community’s natural resources, and to remain in compliance 
with all applicable environmental regulations.  These regulations evolve over time, as do 
communities, and navigating these changes requires a substantial commitment of time and effort.   
 
Lake Oswego’s Sensitive Lands Program is one of the mechanisms by which the city complies 
with regional and state environmental and land use regulations.  Under this program, areas may 
be designated as Resource Protection (RP) Districts (streams and wetlands), and/or Resource 
Conservation (RC) Districts (tree groves).  Development is regulated in or near these areas in 
order to protect wildlife habitat and water quality, as required.   
 
The City is considering potential revisions to its existing Sensitive Lands Program, and the 
Planning Commission will begin its detailed review of these revisions shortly.  We appreciate the 
thorough manner with which the City is considering this possible change, and offer the following 
suggestions we would like to have considered and prioritized as part of this review:   
 

 Education:  Provide City residents with clear, concise information on the regulatory 
requirements for this type of program.  Use the City website, the LO Review, list servs, 
and Hello LO to list the watersheds we impact (either by drawing from or discharging to), 
and list what land use and environmental regulations we must comply with.  Explain 
where communities are allowed latitude in how they reach compliance.  

 
 Resource designation:  Provide information on how sensitive land resources are 

currently designated, and how these designations prevent degradation of our natural 
resources.  Quantify how removal of the private residential property from these 
designations will not degrade the environment, and clearly define how the proposed 
changes will provide equivalent or better environmental protection to the community. 
 

 Opportunities:   If the City proposes development of an acquisition and conservation 
easement program as the alternative approach for compliance, define how this will be 
phased in and funded.  Define how this program revision will be measured to determine if 
it is achieving its goals.  Calculate possible monetary impacts that may result from these 
changes, including resources needed to manage the existing versus those required for the 
revised program. 
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 Transparency:  Continue to provide opportunities for all residents to participate in this 
process, including providing mapping that shows the difference between current 
protection and proposed changes. 

 
The natural environment of Lake Oswego is part of what makes our community unique and 
attractive.  Protecting this resource, while being responsive to its citizens, will help maintain the 
quality of life we all enjoy.   
 
We welcome a dialogue to further discuss these recommendations in detail.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Members of the Sustainability Advisory Board –  
Lisa Adatto, Co-Chair 
Sarah Asby 
Andre DeBar 
Aden Eilers, Youth Member 
Gary Hanifan 
Lois	Isbell	
Priya Judge, Youth Member 
Vidya Kale 
E. Jay Murphy 
Mary Ratcliff, Co-Chair 
Ron Smith 
 


