
 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD  

Minutes 
December 11, 2012 

 
Chair Tom Fahey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 A 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.  

Members Present: Chair Fahey, Peter Goodkin, Donald McHarness, Gregg Mindt, David Jorling, 
Heather Peck and Andrew Provost (Youth Member) 

Excused / Absent: Vice Chair Frank Groznik 

Council Liaison: Councilor Jeff Gudman  

Staff present: Staff: Nancy Flye, Traffic Engineering Technician; Erica Rooney, Assistant City 
Engineer;  and Cindy Waggener, Administrative Support 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
None. 

OTHER BUSINESS 
The Board welcomed new youth member, Andrew Provost. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 
None. 

STAFF REPORT 
Lake Oswego Traffic Engineer’s Report 
Street Fund Overview Presentation 

Ms. Rooney discussed how the Fund was funded and how the money was used. She advised that gas tax 
revenue was hard to predict. Street maintenance fees were primarily used for pavement preservation. Most 
of the city’s arterial streets needed major work. The cost of the recent A Avenue improvement would come 
in between $2.6 to $2.8 million. Some upcoming CIP projects were on Kerr Parkway; Country Club Road; 
Westlake; Boones Ferry Road; and Wembley Parkway. Those projects used up large portions of the Street 
Fund.  

TAB Questions/comments 

Chair Fahey noted there had been a larger than normal jump between this and last year’s amounts. He 
inquired whether the City had prioritized the projects. Ms. Rooney related that the focus was on arterials, 
which had been studied and prioritized based on traffic and pavement condition. Kerr Parkway, Country 
Club Road and Westlake were currently the next three in line. The City would accomplish three or four 
local street pavement preservation projects it had delayed a year ago. Then it would take a break from 
annual pavement preservation on neighborhood streets for about four years in order to work on the 
arterials. The funding layout could change each year when the City Council set priorities. She confirmed 
that the City had a formal pavement preservation program.   
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Ms. Flye explained that an arterial roadway could deteriorate from 50 to 40 in less than a year while a 
residential road could take ten years. Repairing a residential road cost much less than repairing an arterial.  

Ms. Rooney was asked how long it took to get a project the size of A Avenue done. She recalled that the 
arterials analysis of nine or ten arterial streets had been done three years ago. Then, A Avenue design 
work and cost estimating followed by construction had taken about two years. Two cycles was typical. Kerr 
Parkway engineering would start this year and construction would be next year.    

Lake Oswego Traffic Engineering Report  
Ms. Flye announced that TAB officers and board members were invited to the January 15 City Council 
meeting with advisory boards. She reported that additional pathway segments were being installed through 
development along Goodall and Knaus Roads and River Grove Elementary School had extended the 
Pilkington/McEwen pathway across their property.  

She had received an update from the City of Tualatin that indicated it was likely that the City of Tualatin’s 
TSP would not include a 65th Avenue bridge or Boones Ferry Road widening.    

One person had complained about the aesthetics of some delineators staff used when they could not get 
compliance from striping or a traffic control device. They were in four locations, and the people who had 
asked for them were pleased. The ones on Kerr would be removed when that project was done.  

Traffic engineering staff had responded to 5,873 questions and requests so far this year.  

Lake Oswego Police Report  
Lt. Scott Thran was not present to provide a report. 

BOARD DISCUSSION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS 
SW Corridor discussion 
Chair Fahey and Mr. McHarness had attended a SW Corridor meeting. The corridor went between 
Portland with Sherwood. The cities and two counties along with ODOT, TriMet and Metro were talking 
about a transit and land use plan for the corridor. Chair Fahey read aloud information describing the 
corridor, the process, and potential projects. He related that participants at the meeting had done a 
‘connect the dots’ mapping exercise to identify areas of concern and connections to prioritize. Strategies to 
address them would be evaluated at the next meeting. He planned to attend.  

Board members inquired how close the project got to Lake Oswego and if the rail right-of-way through 
Lake Oswego had been considered for high capacity transit and a regional trail. Chair Fahey and Mr. 
McHarness related it would get as close as Kruse Way, Upper Boones Ferry Road, and Bridgeport. The 
local rail right-of-way had not been mentioned. Meeting participants had not talked about particular routes. 
They anticipated that if the corridor came so close to Lake Oswego it would impact Lake Oswego. They 
recalled the ’20-Minute Village’ and local circulator concepts were popular with attendees.  

Work Plan 2013 
Ms. Rooney reported that Metro had not yet released the numbers staff needed to put together a new 
schedule. They would likely have it in January. Ms. Flye observed that the TSP update and Boones Ferry 
Road projects would keep TAB a very active board next year.  

Mr. Goodkin had emailed some work plan suggestions. One of them was to advocate allocating and 
dedicating 10% (or some reasonable percentage) of Street Funds to implement the bike master plan over 
time. Ms. Rooney advised the upcoming TSP update process would include bike/pedestrian master 
planning and identify related funding. That would be a good time to talk to the Council about establishing a 
dedicated percentage of funding. Oregon City set aside a portion of its Systems Development Charges 
(SDCs) for increasing bike/pedestrian capacity. She was asked how SDC revenue was split. When a 
single-family house was developed the related SDCs were around $11,000 for parks; $5,000 for water; 
$2,400 for wastewater; $132 for every 3,030 square feet for surface water; and $1,100 for streets. Ms. 
Peck questioned allocating such a small portion to streets when everyone used them. Ms. Rooney 
explained CIP projects had been analyzed and the rates had been set during the last TSP process. She 
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advised SDCs were intended to be used to increase capacity. It was actually street maintenance fees that 
needed to be a higher share in order to maintain existing facilities. The Board considered advocating for 
dividing the available funding ‘pie’ a little differently. Ms. Rooney advised that the current Council had 
decided to leave changing utility rates to the next council. TAB would have an opportunity to talk to the new 
council in the spring. There would be a related CIP prioritization and budgeting process. Staff responded to 
a question regarding street lighting funding. Mt. Park and Red Fox Hills area lights were outdated and in 
bad shape and needed to be replaced in the next two to five years. The Board planned to continue this 
discussion at the next meeting. Ms. Rooney anticipated the proposed CIP prioritization list would likely be 
ready by then.  

Councilor Gudman advised that SDCs were paid by developers. They were for capacity expansion and 
could not be used to maintain anything. If TAB wanted to recommend to the new council that a specific 
percentage of SDCs should be dedicated to pathways they could propose it to the Council in 2013. They 
could look at what the staff proposed as priorities first. He encouraged TAB members who attended SW 
Corridor meetings to advocate for including the I-5/Kruse Way interchange in the corridor plan. He 
suggested the plan could include a pathway from PCC down to high capacity transit. He related that the 
city had submitted grant applications related to the Boones Ferry Road and the Laurel Street pathway 
projects to both the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) and a regional flexible funding 
program.  

Mr. Goodkin observed it would be a long time before a bike pathway could be developed along the 
Willamette River. Meantime bicyclists were using State Street. He indicated he would like to hear 
suggestions for engineering solutions that would make that route safer. He suggested putting the entire 
bike path on only one side of the road and eliminating drainage grates by installing curb-cut drainage. He 
asked about sharrows. Staff related that ODOT and Metro had looked at where to put a bike route between 
Lake Oswego and Portland. They looked at the trolley line. They looked at a Terwilliger by-pass. Highway 
43 was not a good place for bikes. There were physical constraints that made it a challenge to 
accommodate bikes. ODOT controlled whether sharrows and striping could be used.  

Staff suggested the number one item on the work plan would be the TSP update. Their list of potential 
work plan items included addressing the city’s responsibility to reduce greenhouse gas emissions using 
means such as shuttle service and reducing trips to schools. They reported SAB was working on 
increasing electric vehicle charging stations. They were asked how much electric charging stations cost the 
city. They planned to research that. Board members suggested other potential work items could be to add 
fingers and signage to the Iron Mountain Bikeway and deal with safety at particular intersections and 
roundabouts. The board asked how Iron Mountain bike pathways could be made better, Staff advised that 
it would have to be widened for that. The road was to be repaved after the Lake Oswego-Tigard water line 
was installed. The staff would look for ways to adjust the striping at that time. They would look for ways to 
restripe Kerr Parkway as well after it was repaved. Ms. Flye reported sharrows could be installed on 
Evergreen.  

The Board planned to each email their suggestions about work plan items to Chair Fahey in the interim 
before the next meeting and then finalize the work plan at the next meeting. Staff was going to send them 
the current CIP funding list to give them an idea of the scale of the projects.  

ADJOURNMENT 
The next meeting was scheduled on January 9, 2013. There being no other business Chair Fahey 
adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:00 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

_____________________ 

Nancy Flye 
Engineering Technician  
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