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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 

Wednesday, July 9, 2014 

 

Chair David Jorling called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Main Fire Station.     

Members present:   Chair David Jorling, Detlef Curtis, Peter Goodkin, Matthew Keenen, Donald 
McHarness, and Mike Peebles. Richard Nys and Sophia Intraversato (Youth 
Member) were not present. City Councilor Karen Bowerman was present.   

Staff present:   Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer; Lt. Doug Treat, LOPD; and Cindy Waggener, 
Administrative Support.   

ELECTIONS 

Don McHarness was elected Chair and Detlef Curtis was elected Vice-Chair.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

The Minutes of the May 14, 2014 were approved.   

OTHER BUSINESS 

Presentation by Oregon Impact (traffic safety organization).   

The presenter was unable to attend this meeting.  Instead, there was a brief discussion with Lt Treat 
regarding testing for marijuana.   

CITIZEN COMMENT 

Councilor Bowerman related the Council was going to consider the TSP on August 29.   

STAFF REPORTS 

Traffic Engineering Report 

Ms. Owings reported that it was a busy construction season with multiple construction projects going 
on.  Staff was working hard to manage the traffic impacts.  There would be closures on Kerr Parkway 
and Iron Mountain Boulevard.  The DRC was going to hear some big land use projects, including 
Highlands on Goodall/Knaus and the revised plan for Wizer block redevelopment.  The Council was 
about to adopt the TSP. The annual traffic count project had been done and the data would be posted 
on the City website.  TriMet was working on a service enhancement plan for the southwest area that 
would provide a little more connectivity for areas such as Lake Grove.  They were going to present to 
the City Council on September 2.  There had been a lot of requests for traffic calming devices.  If a 
request had neighborhood association support, TAB would hear it.     

Police Department Report 

Lt. Treat reported that since the May meeting there had been an increase in DUIs (21) and crashes 
(50).  There had been a near miss when an SUV driver on her cell phone had hit the front of a baby 
stroller at Jean/Bryant.  Five drivers had driven into parked cars/fixed objects - many of them at 25-40 
mph – when they were not paying attention.  Officers had written 34 citations during a recent 
crosswalk safety event at 2nd/B.  Eight (8) of them were for using cell phones.   
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The Board had questions related to cell phone use.  They mentioned how useful cell phone jammers 
could be.  Lt. Treat reported that the three types of tickets they typically wrote were for speed, failure 
to obey a traffic control device, and using cell phones.  After reading a letter to the editor asking why 
the police did not do anything about drivers using cell phones, Lt. Treat had compiled the statistics.  
Year to date they had issued 198 cell phone violations.  The largest groups of offenders were 1) 
women aged 50-60 (30 citations); 2) women 20-30 (29 citations); and 3) males aged 50-60 (24 
citations).  He was asked and advised that the law had been tightened so that now the only 
exemptions were for 911 calls; public safety personnel; and tow truck drivers.  He was not sure 
whether taxi drivers were exempted.  Department policy was to pull over to answer the phone.  
Officers had to make a judgment call whether it would create more of a hazard to push other vehicles 
out of the way turning to stop a driver going the other way using a cell phone.  He clarified that Lake 
Oswego partnered with West Linn for enforcement events.  He confirmed they could have cell-phone 
focused events, but they were labor intensive, requiring up to eight staff.   

BOARD DISCUSSION / ANNOUNCEMENTS / REPORTS  

 Draft TSP Update 

Ms. Owings reported the City Council was scheduled to deliberate on July 29.  The Council had asked 
staff to remove some conceptual projects which were only in the 2003 Trails and Pathways Master 
Plan and crossed private property. There were some edits in regard to bicycle parking.  She 
confirmed that TAB’s letter was in the record.  She agreed to provide TAB members with the link to 
the same summary of changes the Council was going to receive.  Councilor Bowerman mentioned 
prioritizing intersections which contributed the most to crashes and safety issues and putting them into 
the CIP to the extent it was possible each year.  A board member asked staff to find out if TriMet 
would be willing to present to TAB.   

 OR43 bike lane – update from ODOT 

Ms. Owings reported that she had carried out TAB’s request and discussed the possibility of having 
bike lanes on Highway 43 with ODOT.  They did not support striping a bike lane that was less than 4-
feet wide as it created liability once it became designated right-of-way.  They were a little more open 
to a fog line stripe and sharrows.   

Board and staff talked about whether the ODOT traffic volume in the area (24,000 to 32,000 per day) 
captured bike traffic (no one knew); that a fog line would create a 3’ shoulder; that there was very little 
18-wheeler freight traffic on Highway 43, but ODOT’s motor carrier division would still have to be 
involved; that a fog line would not impact the vehicle travel lanes; whether having a fog line would 
draw new cyclists to use Highway 43; whether cyclists and drivers would know the legal implications 
of a bike lane versus a fog lined shoulder; that there were many bike commuters going from West 
Linn to Portland; that ODOT, not the City, would pay for the fog line; and that Highway 43 was the 
only option for some bike commuters. 

There was a motion and a second to recommend that staff go back to ODOT to request further 
assistance in evaluating installation of a fog line.  During the ensuing discussion a dissenting board 
member explained his concerns in regard to not having sufficient data in terms of how much Highway 
43 was used by cyclists and how many new cyclists a fog line might attract to a dangerous situation; 
that there was a bad situation on Barbur Blvd that should not happen on Highway 43; and about not 
investing money, time and energy in something that would create more problems and diverted 
resources they could use elsewhere. Ms. Owings agreed to get more answers from ODOT, including 
in regard to other options such as sharrows.   

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
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The Board agreed to schedule their next regular meeting on September 10, unless something came 
up in the meantime that they would need to discuss.  In that case staff would email them about an 
August meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 

There being no other business Chair McHarness adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:50 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Cindy Waggener 
Administrative Support 

Link to meeting audio: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_tab/transportation-advisory-board-24 
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