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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 

Thursday, November 5, 2015 

 
Vice Chair Detlef Curtis called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 
380 A Avenue. 
 
Members present:  Vice-Chair Detlef Curtis, Mike Peebles, Richard Nys, Willard Chi, Vidya Kale and 

Gus Hearn. Chair Donald McHarness and Peter Goodkin were excused. 
 
Guests:  Teresa Schader, 50+ Advisory Committee; Shelby Campion, resident; and 

Jeremy Freed.  
 
Staff present:  Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer; and Lt. Doug Treat, LOPD 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

The Minutes of July 8 and September 9, 2015 were approved with one amendment to the July draft.   

CITIZEN COMMENT 

• Teresa Schader indicated that she would be attending TAB meetings on behalf of the 50+ 
Advisory Board.   

• Shelby Campion, discussed the need for safety enhancements on the multi-use pathway along 
Iron Mountain Boulevard. She opined that improvements could be citizen-funded 
improvements and provided examples of types of bike path safety barriers used in other cities. 
She suggested some kind of physical barrier separating pedestrians and cyclists from 
vehicles. She asked TAB for advice. 

During this discussion information was shared that the water project had added a little more 
space (~ 2 feet) to the south side of the road but it was not designated as a bike lane; there is 
a related project listed in the TSP to enhance bike lanes. There was a CIP project to repave 
Iron Mountain Boulevard sometime in the future; the striping had been modified a few years 
ago; traffic officers issued the most speeding citations along the 25 mph segments not the 40 
mph segment; and, the only record of crashes was three DUII-related crashes at a turn. The 
group discussed the differences between the north and south sides of the roadway, noting 
various constraints. Ms. Campion suggested looking for an interim improvement on the north 
side pathway that would protect pathway users.  

Some of the group described their personal strategies for trying to stay safe cycling/running 
through the segment. There was a concern that having a physical barrier might prevent a 
cyclist from going onto the travel lane in certain spots in order to avoid conflicts. TAB decided 
to talk about potential approaches at the next meeting after members had visited the roadway 
segment. There was a suggestion that the advocates research potential funding sources, 
including grants.  

• Jeremy Freed, who bicycle commutes from Palisades neighborhood to Portland, advocated 
making cycling-related improvements to Highway 43 that would make his commute safer. He 
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noted that he drives and parked at Riverdale High School during times of year when it is dark 
and unsafe to cycle between McVey and Terwilliger.   

TAB advised they did not have a good solution right now to bicycling on Highway 43 through 
downtown Lake Oswego. There is a TSP project that would add bike lanes, but it very 
expensive and considered aspirational at this time. In regard to potential interim 
improvements, TAB had already considered adjustments to lane widths, discussing a fog line 
be striped at the very least. They had discussed the matter with ODOT a few months ago. The 
agency was not supportive of adding very narrow (2’ or 3’) shoulders to the roadway to be 
used as a bike facility, considering it a safety issue. ODOT was the agency that had to 
ultimately approve the project but the project would also involve multiple agencies and 
jurisdictions.   

Mr. Freed recalled talk about turning the rail corridor into a bike lane someday. A TAB member 
described the alternate route that he used. Mr. Freed said it would take significantly more time.   

COUNCIL REPORT 
Goal Setting Discussion 

The Board decided to determine goals for 2016 via email discussion so they could have the goals to 
the City Council by January 9 in time for Council goal-setting.     

STAFF REPORT 
Police Department Report 
Lt. Treat updated the Board on types of numbers of crashes and citations since the last meeting. He 
advised that the community had too many crashes and was well above their goal of being under 200 
for the year. He discussed the benefits of having two new speed readers that collected data. The data 
included actual and average speed. The readers detect vehicles and bicycles as far away as 1,000 
feet. The devices are moved each week and positioned by police at locations requested by staff and 
citizens. The waiting list was currently three weeks long. The request form and resulting data are 
posted on the Police Department website.  

Traffic Engineering Report 
TAB had helped promote the Lake Oswego Commute Challenge. The results were on the Challenge 
website. Lake Oswego participants had logged over 5,700 miles. Mr. Kale reasoned that better 
outreach efforts were needed next year, noting the low level of participation (about 200) compared to 
the City’s population, and that the lower level of bus mileage this time meant that many riders had not 
registered this year for some reason. He was going to discuss that with SAB.  

Ms. Owings pointed out where Fosberg Road had been renamed Westlake Drive. She reported the 
City was going to order bike-pedestrian counters. Signal upgrades included installing some flashing 
yellow arrows. The City was part of a grant application to purchase some rectangular rapid flasher 
beacons to use at four pedestrian crossings. The City declined to apply for several state grants 
because those programs were not very well funded this year and the City did not have projects with 
enough development ready for submittal. ODOT will install a protected left turn for northbound traffic 
at State/McVey, a project the city has requested for many years and is providing some funding. She 
showed photographs of the improvements made by the Laurel-Hallinan Pathway project.  

There was discussion of using solar-powered flashers. The City was not likely to need them because 
most locations were where power was available. They did have some school flashers that were solar-
powered with backup power connections. A solar-powered speed reader Police had previously used 
had not powered the device for very long because of the weather.   
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OTHER BUSINESS 
Industry News: Surgeon General’s Call to Action http://www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/calls/walking-
and-walkablecommunities/index.html. The Call to Action encouraged walking in every community and 
having the related infrastructure.  

Oregon Passenger Rail. The final alternative had been chosen. It used much of the existing rail bed. It 
did not come through Lake Oswego.   

Willamette Shoreline Trolley Ride and Observation. The Board discussed what they had observed 
and learned on their tour, including the challenges related to the tunnel and trestles. They discussed 
potential widths related to the elements of shared use compared to the width that might actually be 
available.  Mr. Kale had written a letter to the local newspaper advocating the trail. The Board asked 
Ms. Owings to let them know when the City Attorney issued his report. There was a suggestion to 
research how Chicago had resolved conflicts between cyclists and pedestrians using its new trail. 

Boones Ferry Road design process. TAB recalled that the project engineer had reported the design 
was at about 30% when she talked with them at a previous meeting. They asked Ms. Owings to ask 
the engineer to come back to talk with the Board after the design process was further along.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
None. 

ADJOURNMENT 
The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, January 13, 2016. There being no other business 
Vice-Chair Curtis adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:07 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 
Amanda Owings 
Traffic Engineer 

Link to meeting webpage and audio file: http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/transportation-advisory-board-17 
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