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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 
September 14, 2016 
 

 
Chair Richard Nys called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue. 

 
1. ROLL CALL 

Members present were Chair Richard Nys, Vice-Chair Mike Peebles, Willard Chi, Tom Fahey, 
and Roger Martin. Vidya Kale and Howard Levine were excused. Councilor Jackie Manz was 
present as City Council Liaison. 

 
Staff present: Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer; Sgt. Clayton Simon, LOPD  
  

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

Mr. Martin moved to approve the January 2016 Meeting Minutes of April 11, 2016, as written. 
Mr. Chi seconded the motion. Motion passed 5:0.  

 
3.    CITIZEN COMMENT  

Charles Thompson came forward and said he lived in the County area of Lake Oswego on SW 
Terry Avenue. Mr. Thompson complained the City was not enforcing the traffic law. He said he 
had received an email from Clackamas County staff a month ago indicating “No Through Truck” 
signs would be placed on Lakeview Blvd, but they had not yet been placed. He said there was 
no way for truck drivers to see the signs when driving on Kenny Street to or from Pilkington 
Road, nor signs on Jean Road or Childs Road. Mr. Thompson commented he had been told by 
Lake Oswego Police they would not enforce the traffic law about ‘no through trucks’ if it was for 
local delivery on Lakeview Blvd. He said trucks were using a 14 foot wide residential road as a 
commercial road two to three times a week.  
 
Sgt. Simon asked for clarification of the location on Lakeview Blvd. Mr. Thompson gave a 
description of the area and businesses related to the traffic. Ms. Owings, Traffic Engineer, 
explained the plan was to put a sign at the corner of Kenny Street to make sure people knew 
they were supposed to go down Lakeview Blvd, but not to use Kenny Street. Ms. Owings said 
there was already a “No Through Trucks” sign at Childs /Pilkington Road and another at Jean/ 
Pilkington Road. Ms. Owings explained the County was to provide the signs and the City would 
install them. Chair Nys suggested Mr. Thompson wait for the signs to be installed.  
 
Ms. Owings pointed out when redevelopment of the Southwest Employment Area Plan occurred 
a number of projects would upgrade Lakeview Blvd and create diverters that would prohibit truck 
traffic from entering the neighborhood. Until then, signage was the easiest solution to the 
problem.  
 
Sgt. Simon explained that as Kenny Street was a County road and with limited exceptions the 
Lake Oswego Police Department was not in the area. There are two traffic officers during the 
week responsible for responding to every traffic complaint within the entire City.  
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Mr. Thompson said he had called the city on the non-emergency line and thought because he 
had seen patrol cars in the area an officer would be available to cite the driver. Mr. Chi suggested 
a Lake Oswego Police officer could talk to businesses about the concerns. Councilor Manz 
suggested Mr. Thompson speak with her off-line to help find a solution.  
 
Lisa Vopel, resident on Kenny Street, said she did not see the trucks as often from where she 
lived and commented part of the problem was an industrial park was built in an area that used 
to be residential so the neighborhood had to deal with the spillover. She said Lakeview Blvd was 
a neighborhood collector and a designated truck route; the neighborhood would appreciate signs 
indicating that Lakeview is the truck route and Kenny is the residential street.  
 
Ms. Vopel said most of the problems seemed to be associated with a particular business and it 
would not take a lot of enforcement to reduce the problem. She was troubled by the lack of 
enforcement of the no through truck traffic on Pilkington, because even though there should not 
be truck traffic south of Jean Road, she had seen three large trucks in a single day. Ms. Vopel 
said she was a co-chair of her neighborhood and she received a lot of complaints. She said one 
neighbor had an electric pole pulled down three times in a period of a couple of years by truck 
traffic and they would leave live electric wires in the middle of the street. She said the road was 
falling apart, because it was never built for large trucks and the neighbors would like their road 
back for residential traffic. 
 
Chair Nys suggested waiting to see what happened once the signs were installed because it 
was a significant change for the neighborhood. Ms. Vopel asked if the City could talk to the 
business or get token enforcement on Pilkington Road. 
 
Mr. Peebles commented that talking with the businesses may allow for input from the truck 
drivers about why they used Kenny Street, whether it was convenience, timing, turning radius in 
another part of the road. He said if the road was designated a truck route it should have 
infrastructure that allowed for trucks to get in and out without having to take shortcuts, because 
of the geometry of the road or poles in the right of way.    

  
4. COUNCIL REPORT 

Councilor Jackie Manz informed the board that Don McHarness and Peter Goodkin received 
distinguished service awards for their work on the Transportation Advisory Board (TAB). She 
said since the last meeting the Council has spent time discussing the maintenance and operation 
center and were finishing up the Workers’ Cottage lease. She stated marijuana time, place, and 
manner regulations had been discussed and LED light replacement would happen soon in 
George Rogers Park. The roof at Waluga Reservoir was being installed and work had been 
done on upper Boones Ferry Road over the summer.    

5. STAFF REPORT 
LO Police Department Report 
Sgt. Simon highlighted the traffic statistics between June 7 and Sept 12 

• 20 DUI arrests, 3 resulting in crashes 
18 DUI were from alcohol consumption, 2 from drug related 

• 37 hit and run responses  
• 49 total crashes, 11 injury crashes, 9 rear-ends 
• 2 pedestrian hit, 1 with a broken leg, the other with no apparent injuries 
• 2 cyclist crashes from cars turning in front of the cyclist   
• 1 scooter accident  
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Homecoming parades for both of the high schools on September 23, 30. There will be a traffic 
Safety Detail in front of Lake Grove Elementary School on September 22.  
 
Sgt. Simon said the police department had the ability, within the electronic ticket system, to look 
at school zone violations, but he was not aware of a lot of complaints regarding school or bus 
flashing light violations.  

Mr. Martin commented that he did a ride along with Officer Treat and he was fascinated to see 
what happened in the city on a sunny day between noon and 3 pm. He came away with an 
appreciation of the Police Department.  

 
LO Traffic Engineering Report  
 

Ms. Owings said the annual traffic counts for volume and speed would be posted to the website 
soon. She said construction and planning had been busy across the city including a number of 
traffic control plans, land use applications review, and building permits.  

Upper Boones Ferry Road repaving was almost complete. The paving was done and most of 
the striping. Monroe Pkwy was also included in this project. Ms. Owings said they were hopeful 
to add bike lanes, but it would depend on striping for McNary. She said the city was able to add 
a bike lane to a portion of Boones Ferry Road and a piece of sidewalk was rebuilt on Boones 
Ferry between Knaus Road and Monroe Pkwy, used frequently by high school students.  

Additional project updates include: 

• Upcoming paving projects include Tempest Drive, Rocking Horse Lane, Palisades Crest 
Drive, Cloverleaf Road and Briarcliff. Some of these are in areas that have limited access 
and will be a small headache for some residents. The contractor will use door hangers 
on homes to notify them about parking options.  

• Terwilliger Blvd will be closed in November 2016 for the Portland Bureau of 
Environmental Services sewer project.  

• A consultant has been awarded a contract to update Lake Oswego’s Transportation 
System Development Charges (SDC) as identified in the Transportation System Plan 
(TSP) to help look at the funding structure. The SDCs have not been updated for 14-17 
years and may help transportation see more funding.  

Ms. Owings stated City Council set budget and project priorities in the early part of the year and 
suggested looking at projects TAB wanted to advance at the December meeting. Councilor 
Manz suggested the TAB provide as much information as possible to the budget committee for 
priority projects.  

TSP and Comp Plan updates: Planning Commission Public Hearing 
 

Ms. Owings reminded TAB of updates to the code in the Comprehensive Plan based on TSP 
items. She said those updates would go to Planning Commission public hearing on September 
26, 2016 in LU 16-0025.  

Work Order 247: Bike-Ped Improvements 2016-17 
 

Ms. Owings said a consultant had been hired to help with Work Order 247 regarding bike and 
pedestrian improvements which would use SDC funds for six projects that would include design 
work and putting together a set of construction plans for a bid package and construction in the 
spring. Striping projects will happen as part of the city’s annual striping in September.  

TriMet SW Service Enhancement Plan Priorities 
 

Ms. Owings noted TriMet would receive an increase in their employment tax and would be doing 
system upgrades over the next ten years. Through TriMet’s Service Enhancement Plan, the 
southwest area would have a number of enhancements that would impact Lake Oswego. TriMet 
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has asked every city what the priorities were and staff looked at the plan and talked with the 
adult community center and the planning department. She gave the board two maps with the 
current service and the proposed service and asked for input. Staff felt planned improvements 
to bus lines 35, 36, 78 made sense in the near-term and recommends a delay to changes to bus 
lines 37, 38 and 44 until the Boones Ferry Road project improvements were completed in 2019. 
TAB members were encouraged to submit comments. Chair Nys asked for data received from 
TriMet.  
 
Mr. Martin asked about the railroad crossing on Bryant Road. Ms. Owings was unsure of the 
status of improvements and said the crossing was supposed to be repaired over the summer. 
Mr. Martin commented that, if it was not a huge project, something should be done for the drivers 
that cross there. He opined that the railroad knew it was a terrible crossing and that the City 
should push the railroad to make improvements. He said the railroad does not even stop in Lake 
Oswego but connects the main line of the Union Pacific on the Milwaukie side to Washington 
County. Nothing causes a bigger traffic jam in Lake Oswego than the rail line blocking State 
Street for ten minutes. Ms. Owings noted that fixing the Bryant Road approaches has been 
identified as a TSP project.   

6.  OTHER BUSINESS 

 Forest Highlands Neighborhood Association 

 

Chair Nys said several board members (Willard Chi, Tom Fahey, Mike Peebles, Richard Nys) 
with Ms. Owings toured the intersection of Country Club Road and Goodall Road, Knaus Road 
from Boones Ferry to Goodall Road, and all of Goodall Road. He said the intersection of Country 
Club Road and Goodall Road had site distance issues and he understood the city had worked 
with adjacent property owners to push back the vegetation. Ms. Owings said the right-of-way 
was close to the sidewalk at that location and the city cannot enforce vegetation control on 
private property. She said the city was investigating the intersection for future signalization.  

Chair Nys commented on Knaus Road between Boones Ferry Road and Goodall Road had 
opportunities to make minor improvements on the south side fairly inexpensively and, had TAB 
looked into it when choosing a list of projects, it might have been a good project. He said Goodall 
Road from Knaus Road to Country Club Road was a much larger project to make any 
improvements for pedestrians. Improvements are happening incrementally with develop 
but there weren’t any logical connections.  

Mr. Fahey commented quick improvements, fixing a few small areas could provide a 
safer connection for part of the way up the hill, down to the shopping center. Discussion 
followed including the option to consider interim projects. 

Ms. Owings announced that she would be speaking on Sept 17, 2016 at 8:30 am at the 
Neighborhood Association Chair’s Meeting, put on by the mayor, on the topic of 
transportation. The public was welcome, some TAB members volunteered to come.   

 
7.  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mr. Chi announced he volunteered at a Metro trail count and advocated hiking the local trails to 
boost the numbers. Ms. Owings commented that Metro has been conducting trail counts for a 
number of years; adding great data to the national trail count database.  
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8. ADJOURNMENT 
Mr. Martin moved to adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded. 
 
Chair Nys adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m. 
 
 

 


