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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Transportation Advisory Board Minutes 
March 8, 2017 
 

 

Chair Richard Nys called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City 

Hall, 380 A Avenue. 
 

1. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair Richard Nys, Vice-Chair Mike Peebles, Vidya Kale, and Roger 
Martin.  Willard Chi, Tom Fahey, and Howard Levine were excused. Councilor Theresa Kohlhoff 
was present as City Council Liaison. 

Staff present: Erica Rooney, City Engineer; Amanda Owings, Traffic Engineer 

2. CONSENT AGENDA 

Roger Martin moved to approve the January 2017 minutes.  Vice Chair Mike Peebles seconded 
the motion.  Motion passed 4:0.   

3.     CITIZEN COMMENT  
None were received.   

Chair Nys introduced TAB alternate Jennifer Joly. TAB and staff members introduced 
themselves for Ms. Joly and Theresa Kohlhoff, TAB Council Liaison.  

  

4. COUNCIL REPORT 
Councilor Kohlhoff reported that City Council was working with the City of Tigard regarding a 
management contract for the water system, because the water line project was nearly complete.  
She said Council spent time discussing the Stafford area, a 50-year plan for the region, and 
would make determinations at a later date.  Lastly, estimates to rehabilitate City Hall were 
unclear and more data was needed to determine if City Hall should be rehabilitated or rebuilt.   

5. STAFF REPORT 
LO Police Department Report 
Ms. Owings shared the following report for January to February 2017 

• 38 non-injury crashes, 8 were hitting fixed objects 
• 5 injury crashes, one involving a pedestrian 
• 1 fatality in a low speed crash, last one was about 13 years ago 
• 11 DUII attributed to alcohol, 1 DUII due to drugs 
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LO Traffic Engineering Report  
Boones Ferry Road Improvements update 

Staff was unable to present the Boones Ferry Road Improvements update due to illness. Erica 
Rooney, City Engineer, indicated the project would be at 90% plans in May.  The next TAB 
meeting was in June. Staff was directed to set up a separate meeting.   

Transportation SDC methodology update 
 

Ms. Owings said the Transportation SDC Methodology update was approved by the City Council 
on February 7, 2017.  The review of the System Development Charges (SDCs) was 
recommended in the Transportation System Plan (TSP) which was adopted in 2014. SDCs are 
assessed for new projects or homes that add capacity to the City’s system as growth occurs.  A 
major change was a methodology that uses “person trips” (a methodology other jurisdictions 
also use) and rates can be indexed annually.  The category for single family residences was 
approved with a phased approach that will occur over the next three years. Everything else 
would increase on July 1, 2017.  Staff was working on an implementation strategy to work with 
projects already in the queue with a pending or an approved land use approval.  Ms. Owings 
thanked TAB for work done to review the documents, provide support and present to Council.   

Ms. Owings displayed the City’s new traffic counts webpage and explained that annual counts 
were taken around the city arterials, on major collectors, and at most of the neighborhood 
collectors.  Staff tried to get the same location and time of year for consistency in order to look 
at trends.  GIS staff created a new way of looking at the map and a tool that was easy to use.  
A click on a map location showed trends for the marked locations.  She noted some locations 
had constant trends, but a new building or school closure could cause major fluctuations.  Mr. 
Martin asked to look at the traffic counts near the roundabout at Stafford Road and Belmont 
Road. It showed a gradual traffic increase. Chair Nys commented that the traffic circle was near 
capacity.  View the map at https://www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/traffic-counts-program. 

Ms. Owings said the bicycle and pedestrian project TAB helped secure funds for last year was 
at about 90% plans done. Staff was working to notify property owners about the project and 
work out details before putting the project to bid.   

Ms. Owings said the following roadway projects were being designed this year.   

• Country Club Road between 10th Street and Iron Mountain Blvd, a section of road between 
what some call ‘Six Corners’.  The road reconstruction will happen at the same time as 
utilities reconstruction and did not include any road widening.  It will include some sidewalks 
or ADA ramps, but no new sidewalks in areas where they did not exist. 

• 3rd and 4th Streets in downtown Lake Oswego between A and B Avenues near the transit 
area next to the Safeway.   

• D Avenue, an ongoing project from Hwy 43 to 10th Street with ten blocks of reconstruction 
of D Avenue primarily for a stormwater project, but also doing the pavement work and 
hopefully a sidewalk.   

Ms. Owings reported trail counters had arrived; three permanent and three that were more 
mobile.  The parks department would work with engineering to start collecting data tracking 
pedestrian, bicycle and equestrian counts throughout the city.  

Chair Nys asked if TAB was going to present to the budget committee to solicit SDC funds for 
transportation projects.  Ms. Rooney affirmed now was the time to get queued up as the first 
Budget Committee was scheduled for March 23, 2017.  She encouraged TAB to consider 
soliciting for project funds every year and staff could point out projects for TAB to consider.  
Councilor Kohlhoff agreed that the TABS priorities should be made known. 

https://www.ci.oswego.or.us/publicworks/traffic-counts-program


  
 

City of Lake Oswego Transportation Advisory Board  
Minutes of March 8, 2017  Page 3 of 5 

2017-2023 CIP process and update 
Ms. Rooney noted the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) was available online and consisted of 
both funded and unfunded projects.  Within each category would be more detail about the 
projects with descriptions and anticipated distribution of expenses.  She gave a summary of the 
transportation related activities and which projects would be in the new version of the CIP.   She 
commented Parks had added several projects in the unfunded category based off of input from 
their Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  

Pavement Preservation includes items such as crack sealing and pavement rehabilitation 
projects like the ones mentioned by Ms. Owings.  Jefferson Parkway was another project staff 
would begin in the next couple months as staff was concerned whether it would make it through 
another winter. Meadows Street was a couple years out, in need of a full reconstruct, and had 
manholes that were starting to sink on the west end.  Ms. Rooney noted there were projects in 
the unfunded section, but this year the projects were listed in alphabetical order instead of by 
rank. 

Bridges was a new section resulting from the work done a year and half ago analyzing the 
status of our bridge in a mini “Bridge Master Plan”.  None of the bridges were proposed for 
funding yet, because they were large dollar amounts that would require grants supplemented 
with local funds.    

Roadway Improvements of the 3rd and 4th Streets reconstruction was being funded by LORA, 
not transportation funds, because it was redevelopment work.  B Avenue improvements would 
also be a LORA project in the next year.  Boones Ferry Road was a myriad of funding sources; 
bonds, grants, SDCs and LORA funds.   A list of unfunded projects followed most of which came 
from the TSP.   

Intersections throughout the city were analyzed at a number of locations for signal warrants.  
Staff had identified a couple of intersections that needed to get started including the Bryant 
Road/ Jean Road signal because it was the easiest to install and also warranted.  It made 
headlines last year, because of pedestrian and bicycle injuries and may require curb or ramp 
improvements, but maybe not any right-of-way.  No designs had been started.  Citywide 
intersection signalization improvements included upgrades to cabinets, minor changes to 
pedestrian heads and flashing yellow arrows heads. The City has kept a fund for operational 
needs.  Jean Road/ Pilkington intersection was the second choice for a signal in the second 
year.  Lakeview/ Jean Road intersection will be signalized with the realignment of Lakeview 
which Council approved the use of street funds a year ago. There were new unfunded signals 
for the next six years. 

Pathways for bicycle and pedestrian projects was funded by Council when they agreed to use 
$500,000 in SDCs funds to do the pathway projects.  Funds are being used now through this 
summer and the rest will be spent next summer.  TAB was encouraged to go back to Council 
and ask if they could fund another year so we the City could start the next project locations from 
the list.  Ms. Owings indicated the six smallest projects were chosen initially and the next round 
might only allow for three projects.  If a generic line item approval could be obtained, TAB could 
help itemize which projects were funded.  Ms. Rooney said because progress was being made 
on the funded projects, it could win over Council.  

Chair Nys asked how it was determined which intersections and sidewalks were being retrofitted 
with ADA Sidewalk Ramp and Retrofit program. Ms. Rooney said staff was identifying and 
analyzing inventory work.  There was a place holder for if there was time and money to do 
retrofits.   

Mr. Kale asked regarding the status of Iron Mountain project. Ms. Owings answered that it was 
still a project in the TSP. Chair Nys added that had not been proposed in the CIP and it was up 
to TAB to bring the project forward and the Budget Committee to decide whether to fund it, but 
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TAB had not been in agreement of what should be included.  Ms. Owings noted that permanent 
trail counters would be placed at Iron Mountain and some of that data might be helpful to 
prioritize the project. Mr. Peebles commented that there may be overlap from other departments 
to team up for funding; TAB should get together and decide, as a group, as a recommendation 
what those priorities should be.  

Mr. Martin asked about the railroad crossing at Bryant.  Ms. Rooney said staff was meeting with 
the railroad having the goal of determining who was responsible for which paving work.  It would 
only fix immediate potholes, not the vertical or horizontal grade issues; that would be a multi-
million dollar project. The bigger challenge would be how to time the construction. It would 
require a weekend shut down with a detailed traffic control plan. 

Mr. Martin asked about pothole repairs after the worst winter in decades. Ms. Rooney responded 
the city had a team that repaired potholes in the summer. Cold patch was being used as a 
temporary fix, good for at about a week or two, until the weather was warmer and hot mix could 
be used around late April.   

Pathways had a lot of unfunded projects from the TSP.  

Ms. Rooney noted from a transportation point the new items in the CIP were the unfunded 
bridges and a couple of signals they wanted funding for. She asked the TAB to consider looking 
into the pathways section and asking City Council for another $500,000 to make pathway 
improvements for another year as well as any other items the TAB wanted Council to consider.   

Chair Nys asked for the balance in the SDC pathways fund.  Ms. Rooney said about $1.2 million. 
She said the SDC fund had enough to ask for another $500k for the 2018-19 year.   

Chair Nys asked if the city had an ADA transition plan. Staff indicated they did not and were 
looking at Clackamas County’s as an example.   

Ms. Rooney said the first budget committee meeting was March 23.  The previous year a TAB 
member attended the meeting and asked for money in person.  Ms. Owings would provide a list 
of projects from last year.   

6.  OTHER BUSINESS 
  

 

Recap of Boards & Commissions Summit was provided by Mr. Peebles who said it was a 
great summit where ten boards that gave their purpose and accomplishments for 2016 and goals 
for 2017.  He presented TAB’s overview of accomplishments and focused on goals moving 
forward.  He said it was interesting to listen to the amount of overlap with other boards was that 
would provide a chance to collaborate including with the Sustainability and 50+ Boards regarding 
transportation needs for older adults, how transportation connected with the facilities from the 
Parks and Rec, the trolley trail would be a key piece with the Tourism Advisory Committee, and 
the Library board was looking to do satellite libraries or book returns through walking or biking.  
Mr. Peebles said as a group they decided to continue to make connections and have joint 
meetings, perhaps unofficially, to discuss overlap and how to move forward.  Mr. Peebles will 
reach out to those boards on behalf of TAB.   

Mr. Peebles commented that the first five City Council goals had key words regarding the 
pavement condition index, bicycle/pedestrian pathway connections, Boones Ferry Road Project 
and the pathways along parks which supported TAB in terms of being able to advance those 
goals and move forward.  

 7.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Terwilliger BES Sewer, Hwy 43 impacts 
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Ms. Owings said Hwy 43 would be reduced down to one lane in each direction toward the end 
of March 2017 for between two weeks to a maximum of 45 days. They are putting in two 
manholes within Hwy 43.   

    

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Roger Martin moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mike Peebles seconded the motion.  

 

Chair Nys adjourned the meeting at 8:01 p.m. 

 

 

 


