
 
I wish to inform my fellow Councilors, partners and interested persons I have concluded that 
because of the economy, the Portland to Lake Oswego Streetcar project will not move forward in 
the near future. 
 
I supported resolution 11-19 last spring in order to get answers to certain questions most 
particularly how to finance the project. The jury was out about streetcar and Foothills. 
 
I now believe that both of these can contribute enormously to a healthy, vital Lake Oswego.  
Neither of these potential opportunities should be abandoned.  Now is just not the time.  I kept 
getting more and more information and I finally came to the tipping point.   
It is time to move in a different direction.  
 
Here is why: 
 

• The economy is not strong.  It is getting better but in the near future not fast enough to 
continue on a track that warrants significant expenditures on this project. One example 
as it applies to our partners- slow economy directly affects gasoline tax revenue Portland 
and we receive and lower regional wages mean lower TriMet revenue. 

 
• As a community we need to be more introspective on the future we want to see.  

Currently, we are too divided to go forward with bold visions. The vision of Foothills with 
streetcar needs to be better understood and embraced by the public before we should go 
farther. 

 
• I believe we need to focus on paying attention to the immediate needs of the community 

and dealing with the issues that have called into question the credibility of government 
and public service.  

 
• We need to further refine what our community should be. Right now, this Council is too 

divided to move ahead with bold plans.  
 
Let me be clear.  I am not about making it so future city councils cannot re-look at this issue in 
the future when the economy or circumstances have changed.  I am not against staff and 
Councilors being part of regional discussions.  Quite the contrary.  We need to continue to plan 
for the future.  We need to keep all options available in our tool-box. We should never shut doors 
we can not re-open later.   
 
Someday, I can see a streetcar connecting us with the services and jobs in OHSU and downtown 
Portland.   Right now, we just aren’t ready. 
 
Delay comes with opportunity costs. I understand that.  But until we are more united as a city, as 
a region, and as a City Council, I believe we should in the near term, put this project on the 
shelf. Leave it for a future council to examine if they choose too and cease direct expenditures in 
the foreseeable future. 
  
My decision which I suspect now has a majority of council support leads to additional issues.  I 
am asking staff to determine what policy actions are necessary reflecting my change as it relates 
to resolution 11-19 and our contractual obligations prior to goal setting next week, how do we 
continue to preserve public ownership of the Willamette Shore Line and steps relative to moving 
Foothills development forward without this transit option in the near term.   
  
Bill Tierney    Lake Oswego City Council     January 10, 2012 


