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TO: Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
 Members of the City Council 
   
FROM: Erica Rooney, P.E., Assistant City Engineer 
 Public Works Department – Engineering Division 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution 13-59, Declaring the City’s Intent to Vacate a Portion of Rosewood 

Street, Accept Right-of-Way Dedication, and Authorizing the City Manager to 
Execute Additional Documents Necessary to Facilitate a New Intersection of 
Rosewood Street to Boones Ferry Road 

 
DATE: December 17, 2013 
 
 
ACTION 
 
Adopt Resolution 13-59 to declare the intent of the City Council to vacate a portion of 
Rosewood Street and allow a new alignment of the roadway to intersect with Boones Ferry 
Road in the future.   
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
Prior to the last major road widening and upgrade of Boones Ferry Road in the mid-1970’s it 
appears that Rosewood Street may have connected to Boones Ferry Road.  The major road 
project funded by State and Federal dollars improved the roadway section to its current 5-lane 
Major Arterial cross-section, and also eliminated some intersections with minor local roadways 
at that time, including Rosewood Street. 
 
Rosewood Street from Boones Ferry to Pilkington currently serves industrial properties that are 
zoned IP (Industrial Park), and are part of the Industrial Park Overlay District, generally bound 
by Boones Ferry Road, Willow Lane, and Pilkington Road.  
 
The property owners and developers associated with 17280 Boones Ferry Road and 5650 
Rosewood Street have collaborated on development proposals that would benefit from having 
Rosewood Street connect directly to Boones Ferry Road.  New development at 5650 Rosewood 
Street could have closer access to Boones Ferry Road by implementing a direct connection of 
the two roads, and creating an intersection where one does not currently exist.  The proposed 
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new intersection would also provide access options to other properties directly east of the 
proposed development. 
 
The developers for 5650 Rosewood have submitted a traffic impact analysis that indicates the 
proposed new intersection would operate well within adequate levels of service, and can be 
built to meet geometric standards, as outlined by the American Association of Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO). Furthermore, the traffic study indicates there should not be 
any negative impacts to the surrounding local road system by implementing this new 
connection. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Implementing a new roadway connection to Boones Ferry Road requires realignment of the 
Rosewood approach to eliminate the acute angle, optimizing the functionality and safety of the 
new intersection.  This will require a series of coordinated actions on the part of the City, the 
developers, and adjacent land owners.  They are graphically illustrated on the attachment 
(Exhibit 1) to this report.  In summary, the following actions must occur before a building permit 
is issued associated with new development on 5650 Rosewood Street: 
 
1. The City Council should approve of the intent and potential to widen Rosewood Street and 

connect it to Boones Ferry Road.  Section 40 of the City Charter requires such notification 
and city-wide election, but the necessity for the election is waived unless at least 25 
registered City voters indicate by petition to the City Recorder that they refuse to waive an 
election.  This would be a standard requirement on the development proposal.  However, it 
may be beneficial for the developers to receive this approval prior submitting any formal 
land use applications. 
 
Result:  The developers would know whether or not the new connection can officially occur, 
as accepted by the City Council, and potentially by the voters. 

 
2. The City will vacate a portion of the original 50-foot wide Rosewood Street right-of-way by 

adopting a standard vacation ordinance (Areas A and B), subject to (a) reservation of a 
utility easement, and (b) the owner of 17280 Boones Ferry Road dedicates new right-of-way 
to the City (Area C). 
 
Result:  The property owners at 17280 Boones Ferry Road would acquire the north half 
(Area B) and the owners at 5650 Rosewood Street would acquire the south portion (Area A)  
of the vacated roadway because it abuts their properties.  However, the City will need to 
retain a full easement of the vacated property because the water, storm, and wastewater 
infrastructure will remain in the original straight alignment, and the City will need full access 
to the facilities in the future for maintenance or replacement purposes. 

 
3. The City would convey the title to the abutting properties by quitclaim deed, but retain the 

area as an easement for utility purposes. 
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Result:  The abutting property owners will obtain ownership of the area needed to 
construct the new road alignment. 
 

4. The Property owner at 17280 Boones Ferry will need to convey Area B to the owner of the 
property at 5650 Rosewood Street. 
 
Result:  Ownership of the full triangle (Areas A and B) would be held by the southern 
property owner, allowing that area to develop at the full potential as proposed by the 
developer. 

 
5. Pursuant to the vacation condition, the owner at 17280 Boones Ferry Road will need to 

dedicate new right-of-way to the City (Area C).  As a note, the property owner at 17280 has 
shown reasonable intent to dedicate this right-of-way to the City.  However formal 
dedication has not yet occurred. 

 
Result: The new right-of-way alignment is completed.   

 
Resolution 13-59 would accommodate step 1 above and shows intent by the Council to vacate 
the right-of-way necessary to accommodate a street vacation as outlined above.  It will 
authorize the City Manager to execute the steps and instruments necessary to move forward 
with the vacation, once the development proposals have proceeded. 
 
ALTERNATIVES & FISCAL IMPACT 
 
There are two alternatives available to the Council 
 

1.  Deny the request for pursuing the street vacation, realignment, and connection of 
Rosewood Street to Boones Ferry Road.  This may negatively affect the adjacent 
property owner’s plans for redevelopment of the two parcels abutting the proposed 
street vacation.  Both property owners have indicated their current plans are predicated 
on this street connection occurring in order to make their proposals viable. 

 
2. Approve the request for the street vacation, realignment, and connection of Rosewood 

Street to Boones Ferry Road.  This would allow the property owners to seek 
development proposals that may benefit from easier access to Boones Ferry Road. 

 
There are no direct fiscal impacts for the City with the proposal.  All expenses for any roadway 
realignment construction will be borne by the developers as a condition of approval for their 
projects. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that the City Council Adopt Resolution 13-59, declaring the intent of the City 
Council to vacate a portion of Rosewood Street, and authorizing the City Manager to proceed 
with the outlined steps and execute the necessary instruments to make this happen. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 

1. Resolution 13-59 
2. Exhibit 1 – Proposed Rosewood Street Vacation and Realignment 



RESOLUTION 13-59 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO DECLARING THE INTENT 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO VACATE A PORTION OF ROSEWOOD STREET AND AUTHORIZING THE 
CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE OTHER DOCUMENTS AS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE STREET 
VACATION AND TO ACCEPT RIGHT-OF-WAY DEDICATION TO CONNECT ROSEWOOD STREET 
TO BOONES FERRY ROAD 
 
WHEREAS, the city of Lake Oswego has jurisdiction of the right-of-way for Rosewood Street and 
Boones Ferry Road, which do not currently connect, and 
 
WHEREAS, the development of certain properties abutting Rosewood Street would benefit 
from the vacation of a portion of Rosewood Street and its realignment and connection directly 
to Boones Ferry Road, and 
 
WHEREAS, an adjacent property owner is interested in the realignment and connection of 
Rosewood Street to Boones Ferry Road, and has stated his interest and intent to dedicate the 
necessary right-of-way to the City in order to accommodate such design, and 
 
WHERAS, Lake Oswego Charter Section 40 requires the opportunity for voter approval of any 
road expansion work that expands the pavement to wider than 20-feet of pavement, and  
 
WHEREAS, the City Council would support a future street vacation, pursuant to approval of the 
proposed land development at 5650 Rosewood Street, now therefore 
 
BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Lake Oswego that: 
 
Section 1.  The City Manager is hereby authorized to provide for the opportunity for voter 
approval to allow a new roadway connection and pavement width exceeding 20-feet in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 40 of the Lake Oswego Charter. 
 
Section 2.  The Council finds that the owner of 17280 Boones Ferry Road has shown reasonable 
intent to dedicate the necessary right-of-way (Area C) to ensure the realignment and 
connection of Rosewood Street to Boones Ferry Road can physically occur. 
 
Section 3.  Pursuant to the provision of ORS 271.130, the City Council does hereby declare its 
intent to vacate a portion of Rosewood Street to accommodate a future realignment and 
reconnection to Boones Ferry Road, subject (a) to reservation of an easement for the existing 
public utilities over the same area of proposed vacation to ensure future access for 
maintenance and replacement of the infrastructure, and (b) dedication of such additional area 
described in Section 2 above.  The portion of Rosewood Street to be vacated is that portion of 
the 50-foot wide right of way located within the triangular shaped tract of land identified as 
Areas A and B on the attached Exhibit 1.  
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Section 4.  The City Recorder shall give notice of a public hearing to be held before the City 
Council upon this proposed vacation, realignment, and connection of Rosewood Street to 
Boones Ferry Road after (a) the Charter Section 40 process has been completed, and (b) the 
development proposal for 5650 Rosewood Street has received land use approval for future 
development. 
 
Section 5.  This Resolution shall be effective upon passage. 
 
Considered and enacted at the regular Council Meeting of the City of Lake Oswego held on the 
17th day of December, 2013. 
 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
EXCUSED: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
      ___________________________________ 
      Catherine Schneider, City Recorder 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
________________________________ 
David D. Powell, City Attorney 
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