
 

 

December 17, 2013 
 
Attn. City Planner Leslie Hamilton  
Lake Oswego City Council and 
Mayor Kent Studebaker 
 
Re: LU 13-0012 
 
 
Mayor Studebaker and City Council members: 
 
This evening the City Council holds the fate of Lake Oswego’s oldest house 
in its hands.  The 1850s Carman House is a rare survivor of Oregon’s 
Territorial Era.  Not only is it our oldest house, it is one of a dwindling 
number of Territorial Era houses left in Oregon.   
 
As a homeowner myself, I am respectful of individual property rights, but I 
also place a high value on living in a community that protects its heritage.    
Oregon Revised Statute 358.475 states, “Oregon historic preservation 
incentive programs…create a positive partnership between the public good 
and private property that promotes economic development; tourism; energy 
and resource conservation; sustainability; neighborhood, downtown and 
rural revitalization; efficient use of public infrastructure; and civic pride in 
our shared historical and cultural foundations.”  
 
The Carman House is not just any old house.  References to the house and 
family are woven through Lake Oswego’s history.  Demolition of the house 
would be particularly devastating for the Lake Grove area, which has very 
little left in the way of historic landmarks.  The number of houses on the 
City’s Landmark Designation List has dwindled from 60 to 43.   
 
Due to its age, the Carman House is also an archaeological site.  A domestic 
dwelling of this age has buried features such as privies, wells and cellars, 
which are protected under Oregon State laws.  Even if the house were 
demolished or moved, the property would still be an archaeological site.  
Oregon state law requires archaeology to mitigate the impact of any 
development on such underground resources.  
 
Options other than demolition are available to the members of the Wilmot 
Trust, if only they will agree to sit down and talk with those who are willing 
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to find a solution that would be in the interests of both the property owners 
and the community.  Among other things, the state offers incentives to 
homeowners who maintain and rehabilitate historic properties.   
 
The City’s Historic Resources Advisory Board has carefully weighed the 
evidence before voting to deny the request to remove the historic designation 
from the Carman property.  
 
I urge the Council to heed the decision of the Advisory Board.  The City’s 
status as a Certified Local Government (CLG) requires that “in hearing 
appeals of controversial decisions, the elected body respects the expertise of 
its landmarks commission [HRAB] and gives due consideration to historic 
values in rendering its decision.” 
 
Sincerely, 
Susanna Campbell Kuo 
15 Cellini Court 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
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