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Mayor Kent Studebaker called the special City Council meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. on 
January 22, 2013, in the City Council Chambers, 380 A Avenue. 
Present: Mayor Studebaker and Councilors Gustafson, O’Neill, Jordan, Gudman, 

Kehoe, and Bowerman 
Staff Present: Tom Coffee, City Manager; David Powell, City Attorney; Catherine 

Schneider, City Recorder; David Donaldson, Assistant City Manager; Joel 
Komarek, Project Director of Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership; 
Jordan Wheeler, Assistant to the City Manager; Andrea Christenson, Natural 
Resources Planner; Paul Espe, Associate Planner 

  

Mayor Studebaker requested information about confidential materials provided to Council.  Mr. 
Powell urged that Councilors inquire any time there is a question about maintaining confidentiality 
of memoranda marked accordingly.  In the absence of a decision that such materials are no longer 
deemed confidential, the confidentiality should be maintained.  As indicated earlier to Council, 
there are exceptions to disclosure requirements under public records law that are meant to serve 
the public interest.  

Councilor Gustafson asked if there was a forum for Council members to evaluate and determine 
if content of confidential material was important enough to keep from public distribution.  Mr. 
Powell encouraged discussing this either in a Council setting or directly with him.  Council can 
decide to waive confidentiality, but the best approach is to make it a collective decision. 

A brief discussion of the need for more definitive treatment followed.  Councilor Kehoe suggested 
that Mr. Powell be consulted first if a Council member believes content of material marked 
“confidential” should be released to the public.  Mr. Powell agreed, reiterating that he would 
encourage discussion with the Council if there was any disagreement with his explanation.  Mayor 
Studebaker suggested Council proceed on this basis. 

3. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The Council recessed for executive session at 6:40 p.m. under authority of ORS 192.660 (2) (e) 
conduct deliberations with persons designated to negotiate real property transactions; (f) consider 
records that are exempt by law from public inspection; and, (h) consult with attorney regarding 
legal rights and duties of a public body with regard to current litigation or litigation likely to be filed. 

4. RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
The Council reconvened in open session at 7:05 p.m. 
 
5. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Mayor Studebaker led the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

The Mayor made note of suggestions that recent changes regarding the Acting City Manager 
position lacked openness and transparency.  While conveying that the information had been 
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communicated in advance to necessary people, he accepted blame for any lack of clarity.  All 
Councilors were urged to ask him personally if they have questions or concerns in the future. 

Mayor Studebaker invited Planning Commission representatives to make their presentation at this 
point, in light of their Chair’s scheduled commitment later in the evening.  

• Planning Commission:  Bill Gaar, Chair;  Jim Johnson, Vice Chair 

Mr. Gaar described his background as a 30-year Lake Oswego resident and his community 
involvement, including serving as Chair of the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) and the 
Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission’s work plan and priorities for 2013 were 
provided in their City Council memo (p 11-12 of Council packet).  All members of the Planning 
Commission emphasize that the Comprehensive Plan Review and Policy Update continues to be 
the No. 1 priority.  Speaking on behalf of both the Planning Commission and the Citizen Advisory 
Committee (CAC), he commended the dedication and diverse perspectives provided by the current 
process and recommended that it should continue. 
Mr. Johnson, now a third-term Planning Commission member, outlined his community and 
professional background.  As a land use specialist for the Oregon Department of Agriculture, he is 
a firm believer in the City’s Periodic Review process in comparison to any other planning process 
he has observed in the state.  It does a very good job of involving the entire community.  It has 
been 20 years since the City’s Plan was comprehensively reviewed, and the Planning Commission 
and CAC are committed to staying the course.  The result will be a much more user-friendly 
Comprehensive Plan and Code. 
Mayor Studebaker asked if many people outside the Planning Commission members attended 
their meetings.  Mr. Gaar observed that a great deal of input is received at the public meetings, 
and citizens are encouraged to provide their comments in writing. 
Noting that no appointment for a Council liaison to the Periodic Review CAC was shown on the 
evening’s agenda, Councilor Gustafson asked Mr. Gaar and Mr. Johnson if this was important to 
the CAC.  Having the CAC chaired by a Council member, as it has been, has conveyed to CAC 
members the importance of their work and the respect of Council; this is important to the CAC, 
according to Mr. Johnson.  Mr. Gaar added that it might be a good idea to appoint a Council 
member who has not regularly attended the CAC’s meetings.  This would afford an understanding 
of the input coming from the community and the devotion of the CAC participants. 

Intervention in the appeal of Metro’s decision expanding the Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) 
to include the Raseekh property 

Mayor Studebaker advised that this addition to the agenda is an outgrowth of an Executive 
Session just concluded, in which Council discussed an appeal filed on January 4 with the state 
Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) by the Stafford Hills Club.  The appeal asks Metro to overturn 
its decision to include the City-owned Raseekh property within the UGB.  The City has until 
January 25 to intervene in the appeal, joining Metro in support of the decision.  This would be 
standard procedure for the City, and would not prevent withdrawal from any involvement in the 
appeal.  If Council determines to meet the January 25 deadline for intervention, it does not commit 
the City to moving forward with a tennis center or other project; that will be for public discussion. 
Council wants to make their feelings known and decide whether or not to meet the deadline for 
intervention now. 

Councilor Jordan moved that the City intervene on behalf of the decision by Metro to allow 
the expansion of the UGB at this point in time.  Councilor O’Neill seconded the motion. 
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DISCUSSION 

Councilors Gustafson and Kehoe exchanged observations about making the intervention 
decision prior to hearing citizen comments.   Councilor Kehoe, while agreeing that he would 
ordinarily endorse hearing citizen comments first, stated that he would not be supporting the 
motion; based on the City Attorney’s explanation, in order to intervene the City must support the 
criterion that the Raseekh property is the only location for a tennis center.  He does not believe this 
is the case.  

Councilor Jordan explained that it is important to keep options open.  The City needs to ascertain 
whether or not this property is the right location for a tennis center, based on the traffic study.  
There is no reason at this time not to support the decision requested from Metro.  The property is 
already both within the City limits and is owned by the City. 

Councilor Gudman noted that the $100 cost of filing for the intervention is minimal, and he 
supports it for two reasons:  (1) Metro’s decision achieves alignment of the UGB and City 
boundaries; and (2) it is important for the City to maintain the opportunity to speak as the process 
moves forward.  He cited an earlier decision related to Stafford where this opportunity was lost 
because the City chose not to intervene. 

Councilor Gustafson, noting that if the vote was going to proceed, he would support the motion.  
It allows the process to follow its proper course.  It is wrong to allow one business owner to ruin the 
hard work of Lake Oswego citizens, and it is the City’s obligation to back them up. 

A roll call vote was held, and the motion passed, with Mayor Studebaker and Councilors 
Gustafson, O’Neill, Jordan, Gudman, and Bowerman voting ‘aye’.  Councilor Kehoe voted 
‘no’.  (6-1) 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

Mayor Studebaker announced this addition to the agenda, with a second opportunity for citizen 
comment to follow later in the meeting, if necessary. 

• Paul Kachel, 3085 Westview Circle 

Mr. Kachel endorsed Council’s decision to move forward with intervention on the appeal. 

• Marianne Conroy, 17400 Schalit Way 

Ms. Conroy thanked Council for supporting the Metro decision, noting that it was within the UGB 
some years back and had been traded for the Hazelia Field property.  As it is owned by the City 
and is within the City limits, she appreciates Council support for the interests of Lake Oswego 
citizens versus concerns of a West Linn citizen for his private, for-profit facility in Tualatin. 

• Rebecca Holder, 481 Iron Mountain Boulevard 

Ms. Holder voiced her thanks for proceeding with the intervention and recognized the importance 
of Council’s work on behalf of the City.  The work of both citizens and City employees on the tennis 
center project has been exceptional.  At least the intervention step should move ahead because 
the momentum and community support are present. 
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• Margaret Anderson, 515 North Shore Road 

A past president of the National Senior Women’s Tennis Association with tournament playing 
experience around the country, Ms. Anderson commented that she had yet to see a facility less 
adequate than Lake Oswego’s current Tennis Center.  It is poorly regarded by local city league 
players and U.S. Tennis Association teams alike.  While appreciating the Council decision to 
intervene as a necessary step to moving forward, she also hopes they will listen to the tennis 
community about the need for a better facility. 

• Roger Hennagin, 1131 Devon Lane 

Mr. Hennagin offered clarification of the planning process for Foothills during the time he served 
on Council, suggesting that current Council members may have misperceptions.  One of the 
benefits envisioned was that the aging population would be seeking downsized housing options, 
leaving their larger homes available for families with children.  As most would agree, Lake Oswego 
needs to attract young families with children in order to keep the schools strong.  This was one way 
to support the schools. 

• Charles (Skip) Ormsby, 170 SW Birdshill Road, Portland 
Mr. Ormsby, among several issues he plans to bring to Council, highlighted traffic congestion 
problems that will result from the Multimodal Mixed-use Area designation in Foothills.  He disputed 
earlier statements of the Planning Commission because the Birdshill neighborhood has not had a 
seat at the table and no vote on the CAC.  They also have no seat on the Tryon Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant CAC, and secret meetings are a concern.  Several requests for information from 
the City have gone unfulfilled and TriMet accessibility issues of the West End Building (WEB) 
remain.  It would be desirable for members of the City Advisory Boards to meet with neighborhood 
chairs, particularly as his neighborhood has never been contacted by the Sustainability Advisory 
Board about the Tryon Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

• John Surrett, 1685 Edgecliff Terrace 

Mr. Surrett reported on a tree located on City property near his home that had fallen within the 
past week.  Having asked Council many times to put this property and others on a priority list for 
maintenance, he is concerned about rotten, ivy-laden trees that pose a public health and safety 
issue, particularly on Edgecliff Terrace.  Property damage has also been an issue.  The recent 
incident causes concern about the City’s priorities:  based on citizen surveys, only 4% of the 
community indicated tennis was their recreational sport of choice.  The $8 million cost of the 
proposed City facility will be something that will be watched by citizens.  Asked by Councilor 
Bowerman about the best way to prevent future problems, he reiterated the need for general 
clean-up and the threat posed to pedestrians.  Councilor Gudman expressed appreciation for Mr. 
Surrett’s good citizenship in doing the clean-up himself. 

6. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS PRESENTATIONS 

• 50+ Advisory Board:  Tom Brennan, Chair 

Mr. Brennan, now beginning his second year as Chair of the 50+ Advisory Board, provided brief 
background information about the group.  The Board’s charge is to inform the City Council on the 
needs and interests of city residents age 50 and older, and main areas of focus include 
transportation, housing, volunteerism, wellness, and education. He is also a member of the 
Periodic Review CAC, advocating for the 50+ community on a range of planning subjects.  
Inclusion of the Mary’s Woods community and redoubled efforts with the Lake Oswego Adult 
Community Center staff were highlighted. Major focus areas for 2013 are (1) Updating the needs 
survey, “50+ Dialogues”, that was done in 2006; the Board will partner with the Adult Community 
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Center to gain a comprehensive understanding of the many changes over the last three years; (2) 
Addressing demographic changes that indicate an aging population, wellness issues will be 
focused on through Parks and Recreation; a concrete effort will be made to establish elder fitness 
stations in the parks; and (3) Tapping into a valuable 50+ volunteer resource opportunity, with 
focus on projects such as voting. 

• Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB):  Kasey Holwerda and Jeannie McGuire, 
Co-chairs 

Ms. Holwerda commented that HRAB serves the city not by seeking new developments or 
investment, but by championing the best utilization and preservation of existing assets:  the city’s 
history and historic buildings.  HRAB members are proud of their past and current record of 
operating on a very lean budget.  The contributions of Mr. Espe in securing preservation grants 
were singled out.  Recent findings of an Oregon Heritage Commission Study on cultural heritage 
travelers were described, illustrating the opportunity for Lake Oswego to attract some of those 
travelers.  Accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation, HRAB work for 2012-2013 was discussed.  
Included were outreach initiatives for the Iron Heritage Trail, Oregon history support to the School 
District, and annual Historic Preservation Month in May.  An update on rehabilitation of the 
Worker’s Cottage was provided.  A forthcoming Request for Proposal will be distributed to nonprofit 
organizations in the community so that the building can be used as an exhibit and meeting space.   
A newer initiative, the Preservation Incentive Grant Program, was reviewed.  Three main goals 
outlined in HRAB’s memorandum to Council were discussed (p 4 of Council packet).  A listing of 
advantages of historic preservation concluded the presentation: enhancement of neighborhood 
character and charm; preservation of history and cultural fabric; financial value of historic 
properties; benefits to the local economy from heritage tourism. 

Mayor Studebaker asked about the source of most HRAB funding.  Ms. Holwerda reported that 
grant funding was important, especially matching grants.  Mr. Espe advised that a private grant 
from the Kinsman Foundation provided for rehabilitation of the Worker’s Cottage; Certified Local 
Government grants through the State Historic Preservation Office are small amounts that sustain 
basic elements of the preservation program. 

Councilor Jordan observed that Clackamas County had extended its tourism grant deadline 
because of a lack of applicants, and wondered how the City manages the process of identifying 
and managing such opportunities.  This is a difficulty for HRAB, Ms. Holwerda responded; all of 
Mr. Espe’s time could well be devoted to seeking grants.  However, direction from Council is 
needed as to how much of his time should be focused on this. 

Councilor Gudman asked if HRAB could reconcile a proposed trail through the Raseekh property 
and a tennis facility.  Ms. Holwerda advised that HRAB does not support the big tennis facility 
because it permanently alters that rural heritage landscape.  Outdoor recreation on that site, 
including a possible elder exercise park, would not have such a large adverse impact.  HRAB 
prefers to utilize existing trails and add markers to highlight the area’s rural history. 

• Library Advisory Board:  Sharon Callen 

Ms. Callen emphasized the significance of the Library in the community.  The Library Advisory 
Board focuses strongly on awareness of patron needs, in addition to promoting Library programs, 
participating actively in events, fund raising, and community outreach.  They provide citizen 
feedback and advice on best practices to Library Staff.  The Library has extraordinarily high use 
and is ranked highly in community surveys.  Lake Oswego Reads is a nationally-recognized 
program that promotes community involvement.    While the number of full-time Library employees 
has decreased since 2001, circulation has increased.  Since 2006 the City’s General Fund 
contribution to the Library has been reduced from $2.3 million to under $900,000.  The Library is 
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fortunate in having the aggressive fundraising efforts of the Friends of the Lake Oswego Public 
Library and support from over 500 volunteers.  A major Board goal for 2013 is serving as a conduit 
for information from the community. 

Councilor Bowerman asked if the Library Advisory Board would be engaging in future discussion 
about the library facility, given failure of the Library bond measure in the fall, and Ms. Callen stated 
this would definitely be a focus. 

Councilor Kehoe observed that he did not recall any budget reductions in Library full-time 
equivalents (FTEs) within the past two years, and wondered if these had occurred at an earlier 
time.  After brief discussion, it was determined that the FTE count had been reduced by 
approximately four over the past decade.  Councilor Gudman noted that overall Library funding 
had not been reduced; the City’s contribution amount had decreased, but was offset by new tax 
revenues. 
Councilor Jordan commented that Council’s scheduled discussion of the Community Attitudes 
Survey might be expected to contain information about the Library. 

• Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB):  Heidi Schrimsher and Roger Hennagin 
Mr. Hennigan, standing in for Co-chair Craig Stephens, described NRAB’s role as interface 
between the public and the City Council.  In detailing the group’s mission, it was noted that many 
City programs, planning efforts, and policies directly involve or impact natural resources and citizen 
interaction with those resources.  Council was encouraged to review NRAB’s 2012 goals and 
accomplishments in the memo provided (p 6-7 of Council packet). 

Ms. Schrimsher highlighted NRAB’s goal of participation in City plans and policies, notably in the 
Comprehensive Plan Update process and in advocating for air and water quality, habitat 
protection, and open space conservation/enhancement during City planning updates.  In 2013 
NRAB will be continue to be actively engaged with the Comprehensive Plan, as well as with Parks 
Plan 2025 and the Luscher Area Master Plan.  Past and planned collaborative efforts with other 
Advisory Boards and organizations were highlighted (p 7 of Council packet). 

Continuing their PowerPoint presentation, Mr. Hennagin described NRAB activities in support of 
City environmental programs.  Public outreach will be a focus in 2013 and the annual Heritage 
Tree nominations will be announced during Arbor Week.  Advocacy of funding for natural 
resources-based programs were detailed (p 8 of Council packet); a key project will be removal of 
invasive species from Woodmont Park. 

Responding to Mayor Studebaker’s inquiry about volunteer support for invasive species clean-up, 
Ms. Schrimsher described steps taken and plans for enlisting work party volunteers.  The success 
of similar efforts by Tryon Creek and Springbrook Park Friends groups led to formation of their own 
Friends group.  This, along with funding approved for a part-time volunteer coordinator, will support 
the effort, Mr. Hennagin added. 

Councilor Gudman complimented NRAB and the three other Advisory Boards that worked 
together to reach compromise on the Luscher Area Master Plan.  He asked if NRAB’s goals were 
consistent with plans for the proposed Tennis Center on the Raseekh property.  Based on their 
discussion two months before, Ms. Schrimsher indicated that NRAB does not regard the Tennis 
Center as the best use of the property, holistically and from a natural resource perspective. 

As Council liaison at an earlier NRAB meeting, Councilor Jordan recalled discussion of adaptive 
techniques for addressing climate change issues.  She wondered if NRAB felt this should on the 
agenda for the City to consider.  Although it was not listed specifically as a goal, Ms. Schrimsher 
indicated this was an item NRAB felt was important. 
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• Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB):  Bill Gordon, Chair 

Mr. Gordon noted that PRAB had been established for the basic purpose of informing Council of 
the community’s desires related to parks and recreational pursuits. It is involved in a range of 
issues, including long-range planning, potential purchases of park land, and user fees policies.  
PRAB was active on a variety of issues in 2012, of which two were highlighted:  (1) Parks Plan 
2025 was completed and adopted by Council.  Citizens played a significant role in this strategic 
plan, and PRAB collaborated with Parks and Recreation Department Staff and other Advisory 
Boards in the process.  (2)  The Luscher Area Master Plan, a subset of Parks Plan 2025, has been 
drafted and revised, following many meetings and considerable citizen input.  A presentation for 
Council should be ready soon.  Major PRAB goals for 2013 were discussed (p 9-10 of Council 
packet), with four primary objectives:  (1) to communicate to Council about the broad array of 
programs and services provided by Parks and Recreation, all of which PRAB believes play a role 
in enhancing Lake Oswego’s livability; (2) to advocate for Parks and Recreation policies through 
continued participation on the CAC for the Comprehensive Plan Update; (3) to bring Parks Plan 
2025 to reality by using the prioritization criteria adopted in the Plan, through reviewing its five-year 
implementation strategy and also by identifying low-cost recommendations for the next few years; 
and (4) once the Luscher Area Master Plan is adopted, to use it to begin prioritizing implementation 
items. 

Councilor Kehoe expressed support for the portion of Parks Plan 2025 that calls for more sports 
fields.  With the trend of rainier spring seasons, he would love to see the City make use of more 
turf, perhaps in partnership with the schools, since some elementary school locations would make 
good year-round fields.  Mr. Gordon felt PRAB would support this idea, citing a field study last year 
that showed increasing demand for field activities, both by youth and adult participants.  The study 
identified a significant shortage of fields in the city.  
 

• Transportation Advisory Board (TAB):  Frank Groznik, Vice-chair 
Noting the absence of Chair Tom Fahey, Mr. Groznik advised that TAB was created in 1995 and 
its main role is to plan for and update the Transportation System Plan.  Advice, planning 
coordination, and programming of transportation projects and funding are also provided.  The 
importance of thinking many years ahead and being heard on a regional level is essential to 
securing needed monies.  Reviewing 2012 accomplishments outlined in TAB’s memorandum to 
Council (p 23-24 of Council packet), he emphasized Chair Fahey’s personal outreach with 
neighborhood associations.  All TAB members intend to reach out in this way in 2013, rather than 
having people come to them; they hope to achieve balanced public participation.  The five goals 
outlined on Page 2 of the memo were discussed, with special mention made of TAB’s advocacy for 
more funds.  A particular challenge is trying to maintain past efforts within the constraints of 
System Development Charge (SDC) funding.  Council was asked to consider setting aside specific 
funds for maintenance of roadway systems and making Ordinance changes to allow SDCs to be 
indexed to inflation. 

Councilor O’Neill suggested that TAB take a look at the area on South Shore Boulevard 
discussed earlier by Mr. Surrett.  Mr. Groznik responded that this would be put on their agenda. 

Councilor O’Neill observed that possibilities of a bus system that would operate only within the 
city had been discussed as a possible way to address needs, e.g., Mr. Ormsby’s concern about 
WEB access.  He wondered if this was a topic considered by TAB.  Mr. Groznik confirmed it was 
discussed within the context of the Transportation System Plan. 
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Councilor Gudman alerted Council that most of the City-owned bridges are currently under 
assessment.  The possibility of replacement and a large expense should be anticipated in the five-
year Capital Improvement Plan, or possibly beyond.  Mr. Groznik complimented Councilor 
Gudman on doing a wonderful job as liaison to TAB.  The Board is concerned about allowing both 
bridges and roads to deteriorate and the expense consequences of deferred maintenance, as well. 

Mayor Studebaker asked about TAB’s role in prioritizing roads maintenance needs for 
presentation to the City.  Mr. Groznik advised that the process starts with analysis by City Staff, 
who make recommendations to TAB.  A give-and-take process leads to establishing consensus for 
priorities. 

• Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB):  Lisa Adatto, Co-chair 

Ms. Adatto explained that the goal of SAB is to advise the City and the community as a whole on 
ways to make both City operations and the entire community more sustainable.  It involves not only 
the environment, but also financial and social sustainability, with a long-range outlook.  She 
described the scope of SAB activities, which are grounded in goals looking forward 40 or 50 years, 
led by City Staff headed by Director of Sustainability Susan Millhauser.  Accomplishments for 2012 
(p 15-16 of Council packet)  included (1) considerable community outreach, highlighted by 
Sustainability Action Month and the 100 Mile Challenge, which encouraged use of sustainable 
transportation; (2) constructive efforts to work with other advisory groups on the Luscher Area 
Master Plan, culminating in an agreement that all can support; (3) work on a green building policy 
focused on energy savings for City buildings; TAB hopes the City will apply its principles when 
considering future new construction; (4) work on stormwater management policies that protect 
waterways and reduce costs; and (5) implementation of initial water conservation incentives that 
are already saving five to six million gallons of water per year, with considerable future opportunity.  
Discussion of key goals for 2013, detailed in the SAB report (p 16-20 of Council packet), concluded 
the presentation.  Promotion of biking and a potential commuters’ bike lane to Portland was 
mentioned, along with a project to educate people about the sustainability value of trees. 

Councilor Kehoe observed that much citizen input shows enthusiasm for the commuter bike lane.  
He asked if SAB supports building a tennis center at the Raseekh property.  Ms. Adatto indicated 
that SAB has not taken a formal position on this proposal.  She reviewed SAB perspective on the 
Luscher Area Master Plan and the negotiations with other advisory groups.  In spite of their 
philosophy that close-in locations could reduce driving, SAB members had negotiated in good faith 
on the Luscher Area Master Plan, and she did not want to undermine that. 

Requesting information about the City’s electric vehicle charging stations, Councilor Kehoe asked 
if this might be another area for TAB focus.  Ms. Adatto provided details about the three stations 
and updated Council on outreach and education efforts.  A new development is electric vehicle 
tourism, through which a city can offer charging stations, allowing visitors to explore the area while 
their vehicle is plugged in. 

Councilor Jordan commented on SAB’s 2013 goal related to studying the efficacy of the tree 
code (p 18 of Council packet).  This is needed, and she hopes for a creative examination of this 
challenging topic.  

• Development Review Commission:  Don Richards, Chair 

Mr. Richards observed that the Development Review Commission serves at the pleasure of Lake 
Oswego’s citizens.  It functions to follow the guidelines of the Comprehensive Plan and City Code 
and Ordinances in interpreting their application, with assistance of Staff.  Examples of recent 
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approved projects were cited.  Noting that their decisions can often be appealed to Council, 
members were encouraged to refer them back to the Commission, as needed. 

In response to Councilor Jordan’s question about level of activity, Mr. Richards reported the 
Commission had not met in the past couple of months.  Perhaps this is a reflection of the current 
economy, but Commission members look forward to great things in the next year. 

Councilor O’Neill asked if the group was reviewing the application of Wells Fargo Bank on 
Boones Ferry Road.  Mr. Richards responded that the subject had not yet come before the 
Commission, explaining that Staff would deal with the requirements and would only address it with 
the Commission if there was a question. 

Mayor Studebaker expressed appreciation to all board and commission members for their 
presentations. 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

Two additional citizens came forward with their comments. 

• Gary Buford, 5 Camelot Court 

Mr. Buford followed up on Mr. Surrett’s comments by describing his efforts to maintain trees on his 
four acres of residential property in compliance with the tree code.  Despite talking with the City for 
20 years about needed modifications to the code, he has been unsuccessful, like others with large 
tracts of land. 

Councilor Kehoe asked for clarification, and Mr. Buford described limitations of the Type I permit, 
which allows removal of only two trees per year, regardless of size of the property.   Councilor 
Kehoe commented that he would like to have Council add this to their list of topics for discussion. 

Recalling situations where perhaps six trees had been removed within one year from much smaller 
properties, Councilor Bowerman asked for an explanation.  Mr. Powell differentiated the low-cost 
Type I permit discussed by Mr. Buford from the Type II permit, which entails no limit on the number 
of trees removed, but requires that various criteria be met, and at a higher permit cost. 

Mayor Studebaker reiterated that the subject should be considered for Council priorities. 

• David Luck, 26 Del Prado 

Mr. Luck expressed citizens’ thanks for the quick start made by the 2013 Council in dealing with 
the city’s problems.  Citizens understand the daunting tasks inherited by Council and they stand 
ready to offer input and to volunteer for tasks.  He would like to see a broader representation of the 
community on citizen committees; citizens who are not necessarily professional people in a subject 
area or who do not perpetually serve on these committees will offer a different perspective.  

7. COUNCIL BUSINESS 

7.1 Council Liaison Appointments 
 Resolution 13-03  

 
Mayor Studebaker invited Councilors to discuss any requested changes to the proposed list of 
Council Liaison appointees (p 29-31 of Council packet).  Councilor Bowerman asked for 
clarification of requirements for annual rotation of Liaison assignments, since several were 
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unchanged from 2012.  After consulting Chapter 12 of the City Code, Mr. Powell advised that 
annual rotation is prescribed for the Council Liaison to the City’s standing advisory boards, 
committees, and commissions.  This would not apply to liaison roles with outside groups or 
intergovernmental groups.  After discussion, it was determined that it would not apply to 
appointments for the Audit Committee, as a committee of the Council, nor to the Interview 
Coordinator, a position created by the Council. 

At Councilor Bowerman’s request, Mr. Powell discussed the authority and role of a City Council 
member at a board, committee, or commission meeting.  A Council Liaison may exchange 
information with such groups, but may not make unilateral decisions or issue directives on behalf of 
Council without authorization, as discussed elsewhere in Chapter 12 of the Code. 

Councilor Gustafson expressed concern about not appointing a liaison to the Comprehensive 
Plan CAC, especially given the fact that they are now functioning without a Chair.  The Mayor 
indicated it would be discussed later. 

Noting that three Liaison roles were proposed for her, Councilor Jordan offered to relinquish one 
to a Councilor with only two assignments.  Councilor O’Neill expressed willingness to assume the 
role for SAB.  

Councilor Gudman moved adoption of Resolution 13-03, Council Liaison appointments for 
2013, as submitted, with the change of the SAB assignment from Councilor Jordan to 
Councilor O’Neill.  Councilor Kehoe seconded the motion. 

A roll call vote was held, and the motion passed, with Mayor Studebaker and Councilors 
Gustafson, O’Neill, Jordan, Gudman, Kehoe, and Bowerman voting ‘aye’.  (7-0) 

7.2 Council Priority Setting – 2013 Action Plan 

Mayor Studebaker called for Councilors’ lists of 2013 priorities for consideration and asked for 
additional suggestions.  Mr. Coffee noted that Ms. Schneider would aggregate these in 
PowerPoint and update the list, which was displayed on a screen.  Through this process Council 
members would have the opportunity to discuss and reach consensus on the priorities. 

After developing a preliminary list of 10 items, Council members discussed refinements and 
potential grouping of priorities.  Councilor Gustafson commented on the large number of items 
and Councilor Kehoe agreed; while identifying these was part of the process, it was doubtful that 
all could be established as priorities.  Mr. Coffee offered suggestions, including reorganization of 
some points into groupings. 

Councilors Gudman and Bowerman engaged in a brief discussion about retaining the Lake 
Oswego-Tigard Water Partnership project on the list; no change was agreed on.  Mayor 
Studebaker suggested that a desirable number of priorities would be five or so.  Expressing 
support for the Mayor’s goal of making the city more business friendly, Councilor Gustafson 
asked if there was a specific initiative associated with this item.  After ideas were exchanged, he 
recommended that components be identified so that this priority was structured similar to the 
others.   The pros and cons of including the Sensitive Lands and Comprehensive Plan priorities 
were discussed, with both remaining on the list. 

Mr. Coffee summarized by noting that if Council was in agreement, the list as currently drawn 
could be presented as Council’s preliminary 2013 action plan.  Public comment would be invited, 
including the forum at the City’s Town Hall on February 12.  Strategies for reducing the number of 
priorities were discussed further.  The consensus was to present the preliminary list and see what 
guidance might come out of the Town Hall discussion. 
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Councilor Gudman pointed out the need to establish metrics for evaluating success.  Mr. Coffee 
described Staff’s role in developing work programs to support the goals and pointed out the longer-
term nature of certain ones.  The tree code project, for example, is likely to extend beyond one 
year; this would need to be considered in defining and measuring success.  

7.3 Community Attitudes Survey 

Mr. Coffee provided background on the Council Report prepared by Christine Kirk (p 33-34 of 
Council packet).  The Community Attitudes Survey is an effort to obtain citizen feedback, typically 
every two to three years.  It is hoped that the results can be available this year in time for 
consideration in the budget process.  After describing likely questions for the survey, he noted that 
the increasing use of cell phones and reduced reliance on land lines creates challenges in 
obtaining a valid statistical sample.  Therefore, the City will be seeking a vendor with the 
technology to address this concern.  Staff is requesting authorization to proceed. 

Mayor Studebaker asked if the full amount of the Survey cost, $25,000, was likely to be required.  
Mr. Coffee noted that this was the amount budgeted and Staff might even have to request 
additional funds to address the cell phone technology issue.  This will not be known until after 
proposals are received from the consultants. 

Councilor Jordan asked about ways to incorporate other sources of citizen input, such as 
website-based surveys.  Ms. Kirk’s report touched on this (p 34 of Council packet), Mr. Coffee 
commented.  Although this type of data would not be statistically valid as a component of the 
upcoming Survey, it would be another source of information. 

Councilor Jordan moved to authorize Staff to proceed with selection of a vendor to do a 
Community Attitudes Survey and initiate the Survey process.  Councilor Bowerman 
seconded the motion. 

Councilor Kehoe applauded Staff’s plan to consider different survey firms, as it seemed that the 
City had used the same one repeatedly.  Mr. Coffee advised that there were limited options among 
firms that could do the work, particularly with the budget constraints.  A short discussion about 
including the budgeted amount ($25,000) in the motion followed.  Mr. Coffee recommended that 
the amount not be a part of the motion; its purpose is to authorize Staff to solicit proposals.  If 
funding beyond the budgeted amount is needed, Staff will return for Council authorization.  

A roll call vote was held, and the motion passed, with Mayor Studebaker and Councilors 
Gustafson, O’Neill, Jordan, Gudman, Kehoe, and Bowerman voting ‘aye’.  (7-0) 

Mayor Studebaker noted that he would like to establish a new Liaison position with the School 
Board, and that Councilor Kehoe had expressed willingness to assume that role.  Mr. Powell 
recommended that Council hold a vote on this, as with the other Council Liaison appointments. 

Councilor Gudman moved that Councilor Kehoe be appointed as the Council Liaison to the 
School Board.  Councilor O’Neill seconded the motion. 

A roll call vote was held, and the motion passed, with Mayor Studebaker and Councilors 
Gustafson, O’Neill, Jordan, Gudman, Kehoe, and Bowerman voting ‘aye’.  (7-0) 

Mayor Studebaker called for any other items of business. 

Councilor Jordan asked about formation of a committee to help with development of questions for 
the Community Attitudes Survey.  Mr. Coffee explained that committee members would be named 
at a later time, with two Council members included. 
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Councilor Gustafson asked for clarification about the appointment of Councilor Kehoe as School 
Board Liaison.  Mr. Powell advised that, as with other Council appointments of liaisons to a body 
not named in Chapter 12 of the Code (i.e., standing Boards and Commissions), there was not a 
requirement to rotate this assignment on an annual basis. 

Mr. Coffee recommended that the City’s traditional logo be restored and the centennial logo be 
retired, with Council’s endorsement.  Only minor modifications and expense would be involved in 
updating the logo for use in modern technology formats, including letterhead.  Councilor Jordan 
pointed out that some neighborhood signs included the centennial logo, which would be expensive 
to change.  The consensus of Council was to leave these in place and to move forward with the 
logo replacement as suggested by Mr. Coffee, effective immediately. 

Councilor O’Neill expressed concern about comments made at the January 15 Council meeting 
by a non-resident of Lake Oswego.  These critical observations about City employees Jane 
Blackstone and Joel Komarek, both of whom are fine people who represent the City well, were 
completely out of line.  Councilors Jordan and Gustafson concurred. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Councilor Bowerman moved for adjournment.  Councilor Gustafson seconded the motion. 
 
Mayor Studebaker adjourned the meeting at 10:05 p.m. 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 Catherine Schneider  /s/   
 Catherine Schneider, City Recorder 
 

APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL: 
ON March 5, 2013    
 
Kent Studebaker    /s/    
Kent Studebaker, Mayor 


