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community?

Introduction

This is the 2nd of two topics for the Town Hall. If you want to review the City Council 2013 Preliminary
Action Plan and prioritize which items should be a focus for the Council in 2013 go to:
http://www.peakdemocracy.com/1153. The below question is the place for general comments, input
on City spending, services and level of services.  

The City of Lake Oswego provides hundreds of programs to create a City of quality with a unique
character.  Some programs are mandated or core services such as roads, building permits, police,
fire, public records, clean water, sewer and Council meetings. Other services may not be mandated,
yet they support a core or mandated service or otherwise greatly contribute to the quality and
character of Lake Oswego.  Through citizen comments, the City Council wants to learn more about
what services, beyond those core or mandated services, residents see as being important to Lake
Oswego. Also, information is desired on appropriate levels or standard of service provided.  

In developing next year’s budget, the Council will review ways to lessen the financial impact on
residents while addressing increased costs and also the need for road improvements, infrastructure,
and capital expenditures such as vehicles, a new Police/911 Center, Maintenance Facility and South
Shore Fire station (as example). The Council seeks your input on the budget and, in particular, the
services that are the most important, deserve continued investment or those where we should no
longer provide or provide investment at a lower level.  

Through these discussions and the budget development process, the Council hopes to manage costs
and reduce services over time. The Council and City Manager will need to make some difficult
choices between expenses, available revenue, infrastructure needs, service levels and reductions.
Your input will help guide the development of the budget.

For more information: 
•To review the Council’s budget direction and preliminary 2013 Action Plan, go to
www.ci.oswego.or.us/citycouncil/city-council-2013-action-plan.
•Meeting notice and Council Packet for the Town Hall (available February 7 or 8), including
information on the City Services with detail and by level of requirement (Core, Mandated,
Basic/Discretionary) www.ci.oswego.or.us/citycouncil/city-council-town-hall-meeting.  As handouts are
finalized, they will also be posted on this page. 
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NOTE - People may desire to wait and comment after the Council Packet with greater information is
available for review. Review of the detail on City services will be helpful in providing input.  

This online Town Hall question is in conjunction with a Town Hall meeting on Feburary 12.  If you
would like to meet with the City Council in person, here are details on the meeting: 

Town Hall details:
•February 12 at 7 p.m.
•City Hall Council Chambers, 380 A Avenue.
•Speakers will be asked to observe a three minute time limit (depending on the number of speakers, a
shorter time limit may be employed).
•“Dot Exercise” where people put dots on basic/discretionary services within City service areas that
are of most importance. 
•Speakers will be taken based on the order of the testimony slips turned in to City staff.  

The Council will be given the online Town Hall comments prior to February 12 and also upon the
close of this question in mid February.
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Town Hall - City Spending, Services and Level of
Service

What services, beyond those that are core or mandated, are important to
Lake Oswego. What is the appropriate level or standard of service
provided?  What can change without impacting the character of the
community?

As of February 12, 2013,  2:26 PM, this forum had:

Attendees: 193
Participants around LO neighborhoods: 40
Hours of Public Comment: 2.0
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Margie Johnson inside Forest Highlands February 11, 2013,  3:30 PM

There are many factors that contribute to the overall feel and vibe of Lake Oswego.  Every citizen has
their event/program/system that they can cite as one of their reasons for choosing Lake Oswego as
their home.  I believe it is a combination of all of our city services that makes Lake Oswego such a
great place to live and raise a family.  For our family and friends, the Lake Oswego muni golf course
has been a source of pure pleasure and a true highlight of living in Lake Oswego. Our kids and their
friends have taken lessons, played junior golf and countless rounds of golf. My husband and I have
had many "mini-dates", squeezing in a round of golf on a Friday afternoon before the kids get out of
school.  The course is beautiful, the people are wonderful and the weather.....is Oregon.  We support
our local golf course and can't imagine Lake Oswego without this wonderful asset.

5 Supporters

Name not shown inside Childs February 12, 2013, 11:20 AM

I'm asking this City Council to see that they do not have a "mandate" to take over Lake Oswego and
make cuts to many of the beloved things that make this charming city charming and a desireable
place to live and raise children:
* While a city does need to function within a budget and be responsible about infrastructure such as
road & sewer upgrades & maintenance, there must be priority also placed on using our creativity &
tax dollars to maintain and develop the wonderful ambience of Lake Oswego, such as:
** the Municipal Golf Course - I'm betting that most residents can't afford a membership to the
Oswego Lake Country Club, therefore the "Muni" is a wonderful place for the "98%" the play and
socialize.  My son would not have learned how to play golf without it.
** Luscher Farm - what a beautiful sight to see and so enriching to visit.  This jewel is an icon of Lake
Oswego and should be cherished and maintained.
** Our wonderful parks and trails connecting parks - I'm always baffled that here in Oregon there
aren't more trails and open places to roam (especially with dogs). 
**  The Library - compared to other public libraries around Metro I can't understand why a community
like Lake Oswego has such a small, limited, uninspiring library -- has anyone checked out Tigard
Library?  or Tualatin Library?  or Beaverton Library?  They have fireplaces, coffee bars, wonderful
study rooms... which leads to my final statement here...
** The WEB -- for goodness sakes, it's a fantastic property, with amazing potential for this city!  Stop
the whining and start supporting it's use.  There's so much we could do here, including either tearing
it down or retro-fitting it for a library, police dept. HQ, City Hall and Community Center complete with
open gym space and a pool!  Eugene has several city pools that are amazing - We have NONE. 

Where's the can-do, entreprenurial attitude that supposedly dwells amongst our amazing Lake
Oswego citizens?  With all the business acumen of our residents, I would think we could come up with
ways to creatively finance all of the above items that can and do make Lake Oswego special and that
maintain & improve our tax base.  If other cities can do these things, surely we can.  Austerity does
not need to be our goal.  It doesn't make good financial sense either.

4 Supporters
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The City should clarify what it does and what it does not do.  It appears to be inconsistent in how it
cares for streets and roadway easements depending on where in the City it is located.   

The appropriate level of service it to keep up with maintenance.  The City is woefully behind and must
do some catch up before it can get to maintenance. 

It is a priority to fix the sewage problem.  I don't see services as the area to expect any reductions.  
I do not understand the last question.  We need a some examples to be able to answer.

I appreciate the clear goal setting and decision to reign in costs.  I have three suggestions

1) Delay any new fire station on South Shore.  It is acceptable in its current form for now.  Delay for a
few years while we get out cash outlays under control

2) Seriously consider down sizing the size of our government staff.  Everyone is probably great and
qualified, but we need to be smaller.  This could mean fewer new projects or projects completed more
slowly, but we are too big.  The private sector has cut to the bone, we need to know our city is lean
and functioning well.  It goes without saying - stop all the extra studies that cost so much and stop
using consultants for the time being unless seriously required.  Cap the maximum cost paid to any
one consultant/firm. 

3) Do spend money on the bread and butter - maintenance.  By maintaining the whole City, the values
expected for private property owners and businesses beomce in synch.  Right now, the City functions
under the "do as I say, not as I do" philosophy.  If the City and the employees can have the mindset
and set the good example of stewardship for the non-exciting (but critical) public areas  - it will send
the right message.  

Thanks

4 Supporters

Name not shown inside Blue Heron February 12, 2013,  9:13 AM

Three generations of my family use the Lake Oswego Municipal golf course and think it would be a
travesty to shut it down.   If the City needs to raise revenue from real estate perhaps it should
reconsider the West End building strategy.

3 Supporters

Name not shown inside Palisades February  9, 2013,  1:55 PM

I strongly believe LO City Council needs to do more to invest in the City's long-term vitality, from the
Foothills redevelopment project to the streetcar which was unfortunately voted-down last term.   To
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attract and retain new residents, we need strong schools-- not school closures-- a new, larger library,
a new tennis facility (please continue to support this!) and other amenities.  More and more people
are recognizing the value of walkable/accessible communities where they can "live and play," and LO
should create more accessible areas through more trails that lead to coffee shops, a tennis center,
etc., etc.  Please do not further curtail city services, but rather expand them.  The new City Council
won by slight margins in many races-- a silent majority do support, and want, investment in necessary
infrastructure for today and tomorrow.

3 Supporters

Name not shown inside Palisades February  8, 2013, 12:28 PM

I'd like to believe there is more to the formula of what defines Lake Oswego than price tags. Lake
Oswego is known for its livability but that comes with the expectation that we as residents are willing
to support some components whether revenue producing or not. Programs that I believe are
important contributors and that the city should continue to invest in include the community gardens at
Luscher Farm, the municipal golf course, the Farmers' Market, the adult community center, the library,
the indoor tennis center, summer music in the parks, the walking trails in park space citywide and city
league sports. If cuts must be made I would look into those that replicate some of the community
college courses in languages and the arts. 

In these times of austerity-speak, the city leaders need to better communicate what tax dollars are
paying for and what features enjoy private funding. As examples: The hanging flower baskets are both
beautiful and funded with private donations. The new indoor tennis center will be self funding with
player fees. Misunderstandings like these should be continually addressed. As a city, we need to
embrace the concept of public. Public is what makes Lake Oswego great. We won't maintain the
character of this city if our assets are simply replaced by private enterprise.

3 Supporters

Frederique Lavios inside Palisades February  7, 2013,  2:10 PM

While considering budget cuts for the city I would like to express my support in keeping the City's
sustainability department in tact. Even with many of us volunteering our time to support Susan
Milhauser and the City's efforts in conservation and sustainability this department needs all the
support it can get. It's benefits are far reaching and permeate positively in so many aspects of our city.
This department and the people in it bring awareness to our citizens of alternative ways to save on
fossil fuels, alternative energy among other benefits often resulting in net-zero cost or a long term
cost savings.

3 Supporters

Name not shown inside Lake Grove February 12, 2013, 10:45 AM
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Council should focus on livibility as well as infrastructure. Maintain the parks and natural areas, keep
the golf course as it is family friendly and a multi-generation activity, and utilize the West End Building
to its fullest with more focus on it as a community hub. Continue providing outstanding community
events downtown and activities at Luscher Farm. Move the Rassekh property into the UGB, so it may
be addressed as a future recreation site when economic times warrant.

Yes, the water bill is higher than it used to be, but I really don't want to see a Mary Olsen/Karen
Bowerman hangover and politically charged motivation to reduce services that keep our community
vital in favor of their very specific targeted drive to reduce the water bill.

Continue providing activities that promote family: Youth sports, spring/holiday break and summer
camps, after school junior high and teen activities that keep them safe and free from risky behaviors.
Foster programs and services for our aging population: health and wellness, congregate meals, meals
on wheels, transportation, affordable housing.

How often this City is directed by the vociferous few. There are many of us in the silent majority who
choose to live and play here and pay the taxes to support a lifestyle of high quality parks and
programs, low crime, and a community of better educated individuals. Don't foresake a long term
vision with shortsighted political shenanigans.

2 Supporters

Scott Deveau inside Blue Heron February 12, 2013, 10:06 AM

This statement is in support of the Lake Oswego Golf Course and continuing its operation by the city

The Lake Oswego public golf course is a community resource, protect our wonderful public golf
course, not everyone can belong to Oswego CC.  Lake Oswego public golf course is a perfect
learning environment for beginner golfers.   Our public course plays host to the Mobility Impaired Golf
Association Program which provides ongoing golf clinics year round for children and young adults. A
number of other charity golf events have been played at our course.   I call on the  City Council to
preserve funding and support the Lake Oswego Public Golf Course.

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Westlake February 11, 2013, 10:56 PM

The Lake Oswego Library provides essential services to the community by supporting the schools;
providing resources for job searchers, entrepreneurs, and local businesses;  supporting literacy for
children through programs and materials; providing a structured and intellectually stimulating
environment for teens; creating a center for new information technology and instruction; providing
internet service, e-books, e-readers, print books, audio books, music, movies; protecting local history
materials and making this material available to everyone; supporting local artists, musicians, authors,
genealogists, researchers; connecting people with information; providing a center of learning,
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creativity, and community for all of our citizens. 

Library Programs: Maintain excellent standards, provide opportunities for growth and enhancement.

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Rosewood February 11, 2013,  8:52 PM

I feel very strongly about preserving Luscher Farm funding as is.  This extraordinary community
resource is a huge part of the high quality of life in Lake Oswego, including a connection to the land
and to nature and a direct exposure to the rhythms of the earth that are so necessary for optimal
human health.  If this changes, the character of the community will suffer greatly.

I also feel that the family gathering, health-producing, inter-generational community gathering for fun,
skill-building and healthy activity provided by the Lake Oswego Municipal Golf Course is a critical
resource that should be preserved at the current level of funding, or more.  It would be truly sad, and
take away a key health-promoting aspect of Lake Oswego community life if the Muni were to be
removed.

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside North Shore Country Club District February 10, 2013, 10:38 AM

We all moved to Lake Oswego for various reasons. Good schools, beautiful landscapes, small town
feeling,  water access, parks, local shopping and restaurants ... I am very concerned that the current
City Council will lose sight of what brought most of us to this city. We need to keep it difficult to cut
trees, provide paths and walkways for bikes and pedestrians, continue to support the new tennis
center (which there is ample evidence from independent studies that it would be cost effective),
improve the Lake Grove business district. Yes, these things cost money. They are also the things that
brought most of us to Lake Oswego.

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Oak Creek February  6, 2013,  8:30 PM

In developing next year’s budget, I understand the Council’s desire to lessen the financial impact and
consequences on residents and agree that some services will need to be reevaluated. I am
submitting this letter as a supporter of the Parks & Recreation Department and the valuable services
it provides.

I moved to Lake Oswego the summer before my freshman year at LOHS. When I lived in California, I
was a member of National Charity League, a mother-daughter philanthropy that requires 40 hours a
year of service to six specifically chosen philanthropies, twenty of which are required as mother-
daughter hours. Before joining NCL, I had only volunteered at tennis tournaments as a ball girl
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because of my interest in tennis and hanging out with friends. While a member of NCL, I consistently
went beyond the required hours and frequently volunteered in the community. When I moved to Lake
Oswego, I was new to the community and interested in continuing my volunteerism. Through the
Parks & Recreation seasonal catalog, I was made aware of the opportunity to volunteer at the
Farmers’ Market and serve as a member of the Java Jam music committee and Youth Action Council.
Through spending my time with other service-interested students, I developed as a charitable person
and was able to meet individuals I don’t think I would’ve met otherwise. I used to volunteer at the
Farmers’ Market with my mother at the Market Information booth, and later, the Farmers’ Market
coordinator allowed me to be in charge of visiting vendors and collecting their booth payments. This
was not a task other volunteers were given. I would spend about an hour visiting booths and chatting
with vendors then collecting their payments. When I would visit the Farmers’ Market on days I wasn’t
volunteering, the Farmers’ Market coordinator would always comment on how she wished I was there
to help and vendors would say hi to me as I walked by their booths. This experience is invaluable to
me because I got to spend time with my mother and meet people outside of my community and
normal social occurrences. Later, when I joined the Youth Action Council and Java Jam, I learned how
to communicate with business owners for their sponsorship on the events we hosted. I was able to
learn to speak effectively and be assertive. I would cold call businesses and inquire who the
decisionmaker is, then visit the business and tell them about my participation in YAC or Java Jam and
ask them if sponsorship was something they could do. Sometimes I wouldn’t get an answer so I
learned to follow-up and remind them about our event. This ability to communicate and my increase in
confidence allowed me to be who I am today. In all, I probably volunteered 150+ hours to the
Department and learned about the importance of volunteerism primarily through the Parks &
Recreation Department. Now, I continue to use Parks & Recreation’s services as a participant in the
softball and soccer leagues, both of which are important to me because of my interest in active living
and playing team sports. 

I appreciate the work and customer service the Parks & Recreation Department offers and am very
thankful of the department. Please consider the impact Parks & Recreation has on me and other
citizens, and please use this as a guide when you make your decision to cut City costs.

2 Supporters

Douglas Cushing inside Holly Orchard February 12, 2013,  1:25 PM

There is no mandate to eliminate the reasons why people choose to live in LO. Parks, concerts,
library, recreation and attractive city properties, streets and general ambience are what makes this
city a draw.  We also need city support for our economic growth  - whether to fill  office buildings along
Kruse Way or redevelop areas that could offer much more than they presently do to make jobs
available and boost property tax support for the city.   Foothills and the SW area are two examples.
LO is not a retirement community - our strength is our schools, but to attract residents a vibrant
community is key.

1 Supporter
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This statement is in support of the Lake Oswego Golf Course and continuing its operation by the city:

How many of you have been to our city golf course on a weekend or summer evening?  If you stop by,
you'll notice a full parking lot and the greens and practice range full of golfers from ages 2 to 92.  Our
city golf course is really a wonderful park--disguised as a golf course.  There are grandparents
teaching their grandchildren to golf.  There are mothers and fathers who have found an active sport to
participate in that their children will actually do!  There are groups of teenagers golfing together and
learning key social skills as well as challenging themselves mentally and physically (no xBox
required!).

Our city golf course is a treasure to our community.  Let's all join together to keep this incredible
resource.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Uplands February 11, 2013,  5:05 PM

These are the key priorities and positions City Council should consider, as I believe they are in the
majority of the citizens best interests:
1. Complete the Comprehensive Plan in the professional and deliberate way it has been conducted to
date.
2. Re-establish the Urban Renewal funding mechanism for the Foothills Framework Plan, and
recognize the years of hard work by many representatives of our city neighborhoods, businesses and
institutions to develop a viable plan that would provide housing options for all ages, as well as a
stronger tax base. It is the one area of town where increased density makes sense, and the city
should provide the basic infrastructure that would encourage private development.
3. WEB - Keep the property. It's location is central to unifying downtown LO and Lake Grove. Consider
demolition of the existing building if it cannot meet current seismic standards easily and re-zone to
allow the creation of a new LEED Platinum, or better yet, net-zero 'Civic Campus' that would include a
new City Hall, new Library and new Police/ LOCOM. These facilities could form their own Eco-district,
as many college campuses are now doing.
4.The Sustainability Advisory Board and City Coordinator for the Program are essential in their role as
the moral compass to Council for environmental responsibility. Their input in helping our citizens and
businesses find ways to save money and energy is vital to our future well-being.
5. Implement Parks Plan 2025, and adopt the Luscher Area Master Plan.
6.Sensitive Lands is already resolved in the best interests of the whole community, and I would leave
it as is.
7. Transparent government is not just a campaign theme. It needs to be policy. 
Thanks for this opportunity.

1 Supporter

Peter Goodkin inside McVey-South Shore February 11, 2013,  4:40 PM
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I would get considerably more use out of having more linear parks (multiuse paths) and protected
bike lanes than I would out of a new tennis center or golf facility.

1 Supporter

Gini Harriman inside Mountain Park February 11, 2013,  4:25 PM

1. LO Parks & Rec: With the increasingly sedentary nature of our lives we need these parks and
these activities to keep healthy and connected to nature!
2. Luscher Farm: Are there any other pea patches in LO? Don't we all know that we need to stay
connected to the earth and allow our children to experience pulling carrots out of the ground and
seeing bees buzzing the fruit trees and other flowers? It is so great to have the existing farm buildings,
especially the barn, to remember how the whole area used to look.
3. The West End Building: As some one else mentioned in their comments, we absolutely should hold
on to this property. The city is unlikely to be able to afford another site like this in the future. There are
lots of things that could be done with this space and it would be a crime to sell it at such a discount.
4. I believe more pea patches should be developed in other areas of LO using the little undeveloped
pockets the city owns. More people would choose to have one if they didn't have to drive all the way
over to Luscher to garden.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Mountain Park February 10, 2013,  6:20 PM

1. LO Parks & Rec--covers all ages and improves the health and quality of life in Lake Oswego
2. Luscher Farm--a rare chance to have a community farm within the city promoting whole foods and
sustainability
3.  We need a larger library-we voted YES on that prior ballot.  Let's do it.
4. WEB--selling it would be a bad financial decision.  The city would have to pay the difference in
market value, perhaps $6-7 million dollars cash and would end up with NOTHING.  Land will only
become more expensive in LO in future years, especially a large 12-14 acre site on a main road

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Palisades February 10, 2013,  3:59 PM

•STAFFORD AREA PLANNING- what is City’s involvement?
a) C.E.T’s for Concept planning from Metro (Jack Hoffman ready to lead his city last year)
• LUSCHER FARM MASTER PLAN (LAMP)
a) Comprehensive Concept Planning of entire area- not piecemeal
Impacts of poor planning- Need to plan entire area before UGB movement
• TENNIS CENTER- 
a)	SHOW ME THE NUMBERS-What are the needs of Lake Oswego residents?
not Lake Oswego Tennis Market Numbers. Why should be build center for non residents?
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b)	ONLY 4% of Parks and Rec survey participants asked for new tennis center
c)	Compare fees / use by locals vs. non-residents – how do we compare with others? Size/use/fees?
W.L. / Tualatin / Wilsonville / Tigard / Portland / Oregon City
Looks like a need for a “COUNTY REGIONAL TENNIS FACILITY”.
d)	Deplete Parks and Rec. accounts-Service Development Charges? 
e)	TRUE COSTS- Traffic improvements, effect on L.A.M.P improvements-enhanced programs
f)	Just because there is enough room doesn’t make it the right place- wouldn't place at Rogers Park.
Better-more appropriate use of property. “The rural nature of the Luscher setting should be
preserved.” 

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Westridge February 12, 2013,  1:55 PM

I agree with many others that while maintenance and safety issues are important, livability is also very
important.  LO is a great place to live and raise a family.  In addition to the great schools, one of our
hidden treasures is our library.  Not only is the library a resource for students, it serves seniors down
through babies.  Studies have shown that a good library is a factor for families looking to move into a
city.  So finish the Comprehensive Plan Update, determine the future of the WEB and decide the
future of the North Anchor project but look at improving the library situation.  Keep the livability in
mind when deciding on what is important to Lake Oswego.

Craig Stephens inside Old Town February 12, 2013,  1:12 PM

All of the services and amenities plus helping to fund the schools and funding bringing neighborhood
streets up to the adequate level (ignored for a decade and not in the present budget nor the future
budget and said to require a special street maintenance bond) are important to Lake Oswego.  Every
amenity from the tennis courts to the ACC to the golf course to Luscher Farms and open space
maintenance and natural resource preservation are what makes Lake Oswego wonderful and funding
of the schools needs to be a joint effort where possible.  My request is that the Council should not
consider going the other way by reducing revenue or providing a "rebate" or freezing tax levels.  The
Council should consider revenue generation opportunities as top priority and base decisions on
financial projections by professionals such as ECO Northwest, not on lobbyists and agitators that
want to say Lake Oswego does not need development, nor infrastructure nor funding to create
development that uses the leverage of the federal government, regional partners or tax incremental
financing to build tax revenue generation and at the same time make sure any and all development
meets the standards that the community and neighborhoods in proximity want and treasure, namely a
village.  Step one is to get hold of the water project and make it work for Lake Oswego rate payers by
cutting the cost back to the original level by building only what is necessary and only in Lake Oswego.
Step two is to get community consensus on the Comprehensive Plan and within that on Natural
Resource protection and as a part of that build a community supported Sensitive Lands
implementation that preserves "uplands habitat" coincident with our already existing "open space"
protection (public property that is undeveloped) and "riparian habitat" with stream and adjacent
borderland protections such as banning harmful chemical use near streams on public and private
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lands but without the unwieldly "overlays".  Work with Metro to build community support as Metro
intended, not against Metro, and follow the State and regional goals and regulations for natural and
historic resource protection and for housing, including making affordable housing and special needs
housing available.  Finally it is suggested that a strategy to establish a "center of excellence" in Lake
Oswego by inviting CEOs and Institutional Leaders to be wined and dined and to build jobs and
companies that work synergistically in Lake Oswego be established.  It is suggested that the focal
point be one (choice TBD) of a number of technology-based or educational-based enterprises that
already have a presence in or near Lake Oswego and that Lake Oswego bend over backwards to
make this a home for others to reach "critical mass".  The goal:  Family wage stable jobs here in Lake
Oswego working in research and development with regional and national recognition as a center of
excellence AND a stable tax base.  This should be a priority for the Council and the Council should
work with state and regional leaders in implementing this strategy.  With adequate revenue (and
number one should be to NOT cut revenue with a short term plan to provide an offset to the water
project without really doing anything to fix the water project), PERS and every other funding problem
will fade away and full funding of everything including possibly and finally fixing neighborhood streets
that rank high on the "Beruit" scale of deteriorization as you call it, at least one in every
neighborhood(!), will be possible, within budget.

Colleen Lawson inside Hallinan February 12, 2013, 12:34 PM

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input through this site.  
I'd like to advocate for continued support of the services at Lake Oswego Golf Course.  It's been an
tremendous facility for our family and friends over the last 20 years.  While my son was young it was a
safe and kid friendly course that provided a unique community experience every day.  Young and old
gather together to participate in an activity they all enjoy.  Today's lifestyle rarely pairs up multi-
generations for at least 2 hours in this way.  The course has also been critical in developing and
supporting our school district's talent starting with building interest in our youth through summer
programs, hosting community tournaments and providing access to practice areas within walking
distance for many.
I strongly urge our new Leadership to continue to support services at the course and driving range.
It's not just "one" more thing that makes LO special.  It represents LO's character and commitment to
providing close-in enrichment activities for all ages.  

Thank you again,

Colleen

Name not shown inside Hallinan February 12, 2013, 10:23 AM

Luscher Farm is a great example of the enhanced community character that continues to develop
each year due to the support of the Lake Oswego and its residents.  Families stroll through and get an
opportunity to see food growing and those that garden on the tilth plots frequently share their produce
with neighbors in the greater community.  I see a connection that continues from the time when I was
growing up in Lake Oswego and reflects back to the rural character of our City from the past.  This is
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a resource open to all who want a beautiful,relaxing place to enjoy - whether between other activities
on the athletic fields or as a focused class, picnic, or bicycle outing.

I feel very strongly about preserving Luscher Farm funding as is. This extraordinary community
resource is a huge part of the high quality of life in Lake Oswego, including a connection to the land
and to nature and a direct exposure to the rhythms of the earth that are so necessary for optimal
human health. If this changes, the character of the community will suffer greatly.

Doug McKean inside Uplands February 12, 2013,  9:49 AM

On behalf of Friends of Springbrook Park, I strongly encourage you to maintain the budget for the
Parks and Recreation Department, and especially for the Parks Maintenance unit.
The city has invested resources over many years to combat invasive species in our parks and natural
areas -- species such as English Ivy, English Holly, and Himalayan Blackberry.  In Springbrook Park,
for example, volunteers recruited by the Friends of Springbrook Park have worked closely with Park
Maintenance staff to remove these invasive species and plant native plants in their place.  The city
has provided staff support and tools during invasive removal projects, and the city provides the plants
and much of the funding for them during the replanting projects. These efforts have gone on for years,
and yet only a small percentage of the park has been restored.  
Despite the Friends and volunteers ongoing work, efforts to remove the invasive species and replant
the project areas are insufficient.  Without the resources and help of Park Maintenance staff, progress
will not just slow. Instead, the areas we’re tried so hard to restore will quickly be retaken by the
invasive species, and the efforts and investments we’ve made over many years will be lost.
Likewise, the city has invested resources to make improvements in our parks and natural areas. For
example, Park Maintenance has been a vital partner with Lake Oswego Schools and Friends of
Springbrook Park to improve the trails in Springbrook Park.  Twice each year, the LOHS cross-country
team and track team work with Friends and Park Maintenance staff to upgrade the trails with gravel to
ensure the trails are usable year round and to protect the watershed from trail erosion.  (The teams
use the park trails for training and cross-country races.)  The city provides the gravel, tools, and staff
support. The teams and Friends volunteers donate hundreds of hours to these projects.  However,
without the partnership of the Parks and Recreation Department, these improvement projects will
undoubtedly slow or stop.
Our parks and natural areas are heavily used and a valuable asset in our community. There is not
only much more work to do to protect our parks and natural areas.  There is a significant investment
of city resources that need to be protected.  In this light, I respectfully ask you to maintain the budget
for the Parks and Recreation Department.
Doug McKean
President, Friends of Springbrook Park

Name not shown outside LO February 12, 2013,  8:41 AM

Prioritize parks, paths and distribute them throughout the city.  Why concentrate in the Luscher
area????  Instead of children and families walking to their recreation, there will be multiple car trips.
Even better-connect all the parks with paths, thereby increasing community and activity.  Tennis
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Centers and Golf Courses are high cost per person and supply relatively few people with recreation
and they should not be prioritized.  Keep the West End building.  Leave natural and rural landscapes-
particularly Luscher.

Name not shown inside Palisades February 11, 2013,  8:49 PM

Remove sensitive lands from private properties.  There will be absolutely no negative impact to our
environment because most of these properties are already developed or are in neighborhoods with
established zoning and can be developed under the community development code just like the rest of
the properties in the city.   Too much staff time is used for sensitive lands and could be redirected to
taking care of our public parks and natural areas which are (according to a consultant) in "poor"
condition.  There is such an awful tangle of invasive weeds and ivy in our natural areas that the
consultant said we have the worst condition of our parks/natural areas in the Metro region.  That's not
how it should be in LO so change the focus from a few backyards to taking care of what the city
should take care of with our tax money--our public lands.

Please resolve the WEB issue--just make a decision one way or the other.  But, at this point, it seems
more prudent to get some good use out of it.   And, please focus on NEEDS first (police/fire/911,
maintenance yard, roads, etc...) versus WANTS (tennis center).  

Name not shown inside Waluga February 11, 2013,  8:31 PM

1. Removing and eradicating invasive vegetation in our public parks, natural & open spaces. The
Parks and Rec. has a detailed plan to do this, but without commitment to fund this plan, we cannot
continue to rely solely on neighbors and volunteer groups to merely "scrape the surface" at the
expense of not taking care of the root of the problems that cause invasive vegetation to spread and
thrive. The current "band aid" method is not working and is not cost effective.

2. Continue to carry out and commit to funding the plan to maintain public areas in an systematic and
continuous way to seriously take action to mitigate the growth and spread of invasive vegetation that
are destroying our trees and native plants. 

3.The change that needs to occur in LO is to slow down long range planning & economic
development without having a concrete plan to fund the projects. Urban Renewal funding is a risky
and questionable way of funding projects and plans in this economy. We must accept that the
population of our community will not grow as fast as we want or as fast as some predict. We need to
step back and take care of our core services, like safety, police, fire; road maintenance, traffic
calming, water, other utility fees & neighborhood association support so that the character of our
community is not compromised. And finally, we must stop hiring professional consultants at every turn
when a plan or project is conceived. Perhaps we should hire better qualified staff who have expertise
in areas where we have previously relied on costly consultants.
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I would encourage the City to provide adequate bus/transportation services to the West End.  Most of
the population and businesses in Lake Oswego are at the West End.

Currently, there is one bus with limited hours that first goes to the Tualatin ParknRide, then to
Washington Sq. and then only to Downtown Portland.  It is an embarrassment that there is no
transportation being provided to the majority of citizens who live and work at the west end of Lake
Oswego.

Bruce Brown inside Uplands February 11, 2013,  5:11 PM

All of the Citizens Advisory Boards are key factors in the overall quality of governance in Lake
Oswego.  They provide a critical link between public servants, both elected and hired, and their
constituents.  They provide a wealth of expertise and passion for the relatively small cost of the
support staff that works with each board.  They help insure transparency in government and provide
excellent value for a modest investment.  The boards often help City staff find the the most cost
effective approach to several issues in both the short, and more importantly, long term view.  The
boards are also critical to maintaining the long term quality of life that is at the very core of Lake
Oswego.  Preserving natural resources, thoughtfully planning our parks, preserving our precious
historic assets, keeping Lake Oswego connected through a progressive transportation vision, moving
our library into an ever-changing future, serving our aging citizens, all through a lens of sustainability
that will allow our city to be resilient in the face of looming climate change and environmental
challenges.

If this elevated level of citizen involvement is not considered a core element of our city then we are at
risk of losing the very essence of our city.  We are not just a bunch of houses and businesses
connected by streets and utility lines.  We are much more than that and the Citizen Advisory Boards
help keep Lake Oswego one of the most desirable places to live, work, shop and play in the entire
state.

Name not shown inside Evergreen February 11, 2013, 10:53 AM

Street Maintenance fee - Keep it focused upon only street issues and not used for other services.  It
started out to be a five year fee and has been extended and used for other services.  I have not had
any resurfacing of my street since I moved to LO in 1974.  Mabe it's time to eliminate that fee.

The "new" street cleaner - I see no benefit for this purchase in that the cleaner drives up and back on
my street WITHOUT sweeping the roadway.  I guess it nice to say we have a new one.  How about
sweeping our streets (it can't be that hard to sweep along the street and not veer into yards)? 

Boones Ferry - WE have been the step child of LO for many years now with all upgrades going to the
downtown area.  How about using some of OUR tax dollars to improve OUR area (I was glad to see
the Foothills projects downgraded)? 

Foothills area - I thought there was a limit on the duration (seventy-two hours) for parking along the
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street and the area seems like it is becoming a boat and container dumping area.  How about keeping
the streets free of the clutter that extends beyond to seventy-two hour limit? 
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