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2013 Lake Oswego Community Survey 3 

Summary 
	  
Perceptions of Lake Oswego 
 
Residents continue to be impressed with the City of Lake Oswego.  

• Overall, residents rate the City 8.6, on a ten-point scale, as a place to live.  

• Ratings have been consistent since 2005. 

• Almost all residents say the City of Lake Oswego has maintained its 
identity as the region’s population has increased. 

 
Nevertheless, overall satisfaction with the City of Lake Oswego local government 

continues to slip. 

• Residents rate satisfaction with local government a 3.3 on a five-point 
scale, down .5 since 2005. 

• “The City has done a good job” and “it is more supportive and responsive 
to the residents” were the primary reasons people said they were satisfied 
with City government. 

• On the other hand, “improper budgeting and spending” was the primary 
reason people were less than satisfied with local government.  

• CFM has found that opinions and satisfaction with other local 
governments have slipped during the past five to eight years. While 
declining ratings are not unique to Lake Oswego, City government should 
engage the community to determine why satisfaction continues to decline 
and to identify ways to improve satisfaction with its efforts. 

 
Financial Issues 
 
Opinions of the City’s financial management are mixed.  

• A majority (52%) of residents agree the City of Lake Oswego makes 
efficient use of tax dollars, while just over a third (36%) disagree. 

• Opinions about financial management are identical to 2010 results but not 
as positive as opinions found in 2008.  

 
A solid majority says the City is putting about the right amount of emphasis on 

ten of 13 City departments, programs and facilities, but a close review of some 

areas is warranted.  
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2013 Lake Oswego Community Survey 4 

• Generally speaking, residents think City support is about right for public 
safety (police, fire and rescue), special events, parks and open space 
maintenance, parks and recreation programs	   and classes, programs for 
people age 50 or older, and water, sewer and storm drainage. 

• A large share of residents said more emphasis should be placed in five 
areas: communication with citizens, street maintenance, City public library, 
youth programs and economic development.  

• Conversely, a large share say less emphasis is needed for the City indoor 
tennis center and “planning, zoning and permits.” 

 
The City should review and evaluate its efforts and support in those areas where 

residents say more or less emphasis is needed. 

 
Residents are most likely to prefer reducing City services and their costs to equal 

revenue to address expected budget shortfalls. Cutting services and taxes and 

maintaining services and raising taxes were less popular options. 

• Half the City’s residents agreed that some services should be cut or 
eliminated to increase funding on core services, such as police, fire, sewer 
or streets. What services should be cut and to what extent was not 
mentioned. 

 
Regulations and Planning 
At least half of City residents say regulations are meeting community needs in 

five of seven areas: neighborhood character and design, building codes and 

standards, streams and wetlands, commercial signs, and industrial and 

commercial businesses. Few residents say regulations are not strong enough in 

any area. 

• People have mixed opinions whether regulations on sensitive lands meet 
needs or are too strong, and a majority said tree regulations are too 
strong. 

• A review of City regulations is probably warranted considering the large 
share of residents who say all regulations tested are too strong. 

• How regulations are described can impact opinions. Residents had 
different perceptions whether regulations met needs or were too strong 
when the phrases “streams and wetlands” and “sensitive lands” were 
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2013 Lake Oswego Community Survey 5 

used. Both refer to similar things. These results indicate clear, concise and 
easy to understand descriptions are needed to accurately assess public 
opinion regarding regulations. 

 
Shops and restaurants are the type of services residents are most likely to prefer 

in the North Anchor redevelopment project, followed by a library, space for arts 

and culture, and parking. 

 
Information Sources 

The Lake Oswego Review and the Hello LO newsletter dominated as the most 

popular sources of information about the City’s government. However, residents 

use a variety of other sources for information. 

• These results indicate the City cannot rely on just one or two media 
sources to inform and educate the community about what is happening in 
City Hall. 
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380 A Avenue 

PO Box 369 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

 
503-635-0270 

www.ci.oswego.or.us 

 
 
 
TO:  Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
  Members of the City Council 
 
FROM:  Commission for Citizen Involvement 

Scot Siegel, Director, Planning and Building Services 
Sarah Selden, Neighborhood Planner 

 
SUBJECT: Commission for Citizen Involvement Goals/Work Plan for 2014  
 
DATE:  January 2, 2014 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The City Council has designated the Lake Oswego Planning Commission as the Commission for Citizen 
Involvement (CCI) (Lake Oswego Code Section 12.51.025). Each CCI member is appointed to the CCI 
simultaneously with appointment to the Planning Commission and is to serve on the CCI as long as his or 
her term in office on the Planning Commission.  

The Commission for Citizen Involvement serves to: assist with the development of a program that 
promotes and enhances citizen involvement in land use planning; assist in the implementation of the 
citizen involvement program; and evaluate the process being used for citizen involvement. The Planning 
Commission reserves time on every agenda to meet if needed as the CCI, and holds an annual meeting 
each winter or spring to review the Citizen Involvement Guidelines and program. The CCI work program is a 
small component of the Planning Commission’s overall work program; the Planning Department currently 
provides approximately 0.10 FTE professional planner support, plus administrative support, to the CCI.   

On December 9, the Commission for Citizen Involvement met to discuss its goals for 2014. The Commission 
agreed with the initial work plan list provided to them, and expanded upon these ideas.  Staff grouped the 
work items into four main areas, as shown on the attached table. Following are some additional notes to 
capture details suggested by the Commission but too specific for the work plan: 

• Training Opportunities: The Commission suggested that new and less active neighborhood 
associations be identified for training opportunities. Ideas for involving high school students in 
training/service projects include training videos for the City web site. 

• Public Process Improvements:  These items will be discussed further at upcoming CCI meetings. 
Specific ideas include inviting public testimony earlier in the process and providing a list of public 
comments with staff responses for the Commission’s consideration. Staff also said they’d work to 
improve the functionality of neighborhood meeting signs. 

• Planning Commission Outreach:  The Commission wished to explore their role as individuals, and 

MEMORANDUM 
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Commission for Citizen Involvement – Goals 2014 

how the Commission can better communicate about planning issues with other boards and 
commissions.  

• Broaden Public Participation: The discussion of youth involvement in planning included discussion 
of youth commission members. The discussion about neighborhood diversity included in an interest 
in broadening geographic representation on neighborhood association boards.  

 
CONCLUSION 

The Commission should review the draft work plan and provide staff with any edits or corrections by 
December 24. Staff will then finalize the work plan for consideration by City Council during their 2014 Goal 
Setting in January. Staff also welcomes any additional feedback to inform the February 10 CCI meeting 
agenda. The CCI will also have an opportunity to meet with City Council at the City Council Goals Summit 
on February 11. 
 

ATTACHMENT:  Table – Commission for Citizen Involvement Work Plan Project List for 2014 
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Commission for Citizen Involvement – Goals 2014 

 

2014 Commission for Citizen Involvement (CCI) Work Plan Project List 

Work Plan Items Timeline/Status % Complete Estimated 
Workload 
(FTE) 2014 

Training Opportunities 
Action:  Provide training sessions and online videos to support 
citizen participation in land use decision making.  
1. Providing effective public testimony 
2. Using City website and LO Map resources 
3. Participating in pre-application conferences 
4. Reach out to high schools for service project opportunities 

related to land use planning 
 

Pre-application 
conference 
training is 
ongoing. Next 
session during 
winter 2014  
 
Others items TBD 

 
NA 

 
<0.10 

Public Process Improvements 
Action:  Discuss and provide direction on the following public 
process items: 
1. Best practices for public involvement in City-initiated zone 

changes 
2. Public involvement plan for SW Employment Area Plan 
3. Commission’s approach to receiving and processing public 

testimony on land use hearing items 
 

To be discussed 
at February 10 
CCI meeting 
 
Work session in 
April for SW 
Employment Plan 
involvement 

 
 

NA 

 
<0.10 

Planning Commission Outreach 
Action: Increase opportunities for Commissioners to engage 
with citizens. 
1. Communication with other City boards and commissions 
2. Neighborhood association outreach 

 
To be discussed 
at February 10 
CCI meeting 

 
 
 
 

 
NA 

 
 

 
NA 
 
 

Broaden Public Participation 
Action:  Develop and implement strategies to involve people 
who do not usually participate in City decision-making. 
1. Youth involvement in planning 
2. Strategies for City and neighborhood associations to 

increase number and diversity of participants 
3. Encourage re-activation of inactive neighborhood 

associations. 
 

  
To be discussed 
at February 10 
CCI meeting 
 
Outreach to 
inactive Oak 
Creek NA during 
winter 2014 

 

 
NA 

 

 
NA 

 Total Estimated Workload (FTE), does not include Long Range 
Planning staff commitments to projects outside of CCI Work 
Plan. “NA” items covered by PC Work Plan. 

  0.10-0.20 
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                                                                                 50+ ADVISORY BOARD 
                                                                                     Gene Arnold, Board Chair 

 
 
 
 

50+ Advisory Board Goal Recommendations for 2014 
 
 
  
Our recommendations reflect the rapidly aging population of Lake Oswego. Already over 45% of 
the people are over 45 years of age. Some estimates indicate that group may reach 50% in the 
next decade.  With that in mind, we recommend the following goals for 2014 and beyond. 
 
 

1. Build into all future planning an impact statement to reflect that changing demographics 
and its effect on seniors. 

2. Continue and increase your support of the Adult Community Center.  That agency is the 
principle source of services for seniors. 

3. Increase efforts to outreach to Mary’s Woods, the largest concentration of seniors living 
in Lake Oswego.  Especially needed, is support of the Shuttle in the Woods service which 
is on a grant to Mary’s Woods from Tri-Met. 

4. Encourage the involvement of local business, churches and Neighborhood Associations 
with Elders In Action.  Our 50+ Board (along with the ACC) has already been involved in 
a Day of Service evaluating local businesses and the Library in their accessibility and 
service to seniors. 

5. Support the creation of an Elder Playground. We are currently working with the Parks & 
Recreation Department and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board (PRAB) to forward 
this project. 
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TO: Kent Studebaker, Mayor  
 Members of the City Council    

FROM: Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Scot Siegel, Director, Planning and Building Services Department 
Paul Espe, Associate Planner, Historic Resources Advisory Board Liaison      

SUBJECT: Historic Resources Advisory Board Goals for 2014 

DATE: January 2, 2014 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 

This memorandum presents Historic Resources Advisory Board’s draft proposed goals for 2014. They are 
categorized as either project goals or program goals. 

The Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) is an eight-member (including one youth member) citizen 
advisory body appointed by the City Council. It meets each month to promote and foster the historic, 
educational, architectural, cultural, economic, and general welfare of the public through the 
identification, preservation, restoration, and protection of those structures, sites, objects, and districts 
of historic and cultural interest within the city.  

HRAB also serves as a quasi-judicial land use decision making body; in this role, HRAB conducts public 
hearings and makes decisions on applications/proposals to designate historic landmarks, remove 
landmark designations, create or modify historic districts, and demolish or move a historic landmark, 
among other actions. HRAB currently operates with approximately 0.30 FTE professional planner 
support, plus administrative support. 

This next year, HRAB wishes to convene a work group that will begin preparing a plan to develop a 
Heritage Trail for the Luscher Farm-Stafford Basin area.  The plan should identify a route to each venue, 
and any physical improvements needed for the trail.  HRAB has also identified the final phase (Phase 3) 
of the Worker’s Cottage Rehabilitation and its future occupation as an exhibit and meeting space as a 
goal for this year.  HRAB also desires to continue the Preservation Incentive Program in 2014. The 
Certified Local Government Grant provided by the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) helps offset 
some of these expenses. HRAB recommends that staff apply for the next available CLG Grant (along with 
other grants) to provide match funding for the continuation of HRAB projects and the City’s preservation 
program for the FY 2014-2015 budget. 

BACKGROUND   

HRAB’s 2013 goals focused on initiating actions to provide public outreach for the Oswego Iron Heritage 
Trail (Production and distribution of brochures and presence on the city website). HRAB completed this 
task and will continue to distribute these brochures to tourist-oriented destinations throughout the 
area. Recently, the trail became a part of the Willamette Falls Heritage Area Coalition.    
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Historic Resources Advisory Board – Goals 2014 

 

The Iron Worker’s Cottage at 40 Wilbur Street is one of the key sites along the Trail. It is the only 
remaining example of the type of housing that was common for iron workers at the height of the iron 
industry in Oswego.  The City allocated $70,000 for phases one and two which are now complete.  They 
consisted of foundation, siding and skirt repair, window and door replacement, roof replacement, 
chimney repair, and porch revisions. Phase 3 would include storm window installation, floor coverings, 
bathroom installation, ADA compliance, closet storage space and electrical upgrades.   

In the spring of 2011, the City Council directed staff to initiate a competitive bidding process for its use 
as an exhibit and meeting space. This space would be managed and maintained by a nonprofit 
organization that would provide support for its intended use as an exhibit and meeting space.  The RFP 
cannot be issued until the Phase three interior improvements are complete. The nature of the interior 
improvements needs to be determined before the RFP is issued.  

The Headgate Interpretive Signage project in River Run Park II is complete and the interpretive panel will 
be installed shortly.  HRAB has also requested to continue the City’s preservation incentive program.  
The HRAB goals for 2014-2015 are summarized below.    
 
HRAB GOALS 

I. Project Goals  

1. Develop a Heritage Trail Plan for the Luscher Farm-Stafford Basin area in coordination with 
the Parks and Recreation Department and PRAB.    
A. Identify trail route and venues. 
B. Identify any necessary improvements and infrastructure for the trail  
C. Research and design the Heritage Trail interpretive panels. 
D. Identify and apply for grants and alternative funding for the trail.    
E. Survey the property and place boundary markers on the corners of the Luscher Farm 

in accordance with the LAMP. 
 

2. Worker’s Cottage Historic Restoration Design: Hire Consultant/Architect for the Phase 3  
Interior Restoration and Improvement Plan.   
A. Assemble a plan (to be reviewed by HRAB) for interior improvements that maintain 

and restore the historic character of the cottage and provides for an office, meeting 
and exhibit space. 

B. Plan includes: restoration of hardwood floors, ADA Compliance, bathroom and 
kitchen remodel, electrical wiring, plumbing and other necessary improvements for 
occupation as an office.     

C. Complete exterior improvements to landscaping and ADA Ramp/sidewalk to front 
entrance.     

    
3. Implement Council’s direction to identify a qualified nonprofit organization to occupy the 

Worker’s Cottage after interior improvements are complete. 

A. Prepare RFP document for distribution to qualified nonprofit organizations and 
begin selection process.  

B. Implement the Plan for a non- profit organization to occupy the Worker’s Cottage 
(Proposal must include a public use and function including management of and 
public access to exhibit space). 

C. Select non-profit and finalize/sign agreement.    
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Historic Resources Advisory Board – Goals 2014 

 

4. Continue Updating the City’s Landmark Designation List and Cultural Resources database.   
A.   Revise the City’s Landmark Designation List (LDL) data with updated information and 

photographs.    
 

5. Continue Preservation Incentive Program.   
 A. Continue to provide funding to owners of historic properties for small, individual 

rehabilitation projects on LDL properties. 

6. Blast House Foundation Maintenance 
 A. Removal (or relocation of) 4-5 young trees growing next to the blast house 

foundation to prevent future damage from root growth.       
 

II. Program Goals 

1. Maintain and participate in the State’s Certified Local Government Program. Apply for next 
year’s CLG Grant (and other grants) for the continuation of HRAB projects and the City’s 
preservation program for FY 2014-2015. 
A. Use the CLG program and city match funding for preservation month and other 

outreach activities. 
 B. Continue providing educational opportunities for HRAB members. 
 

2. Continue to conduct community outreach regarding the preservation program and provide 
focused outreach programs consisting of workshops for owners of historic buildings, private 
contractors and the real estate community.   
A. Celebrate National Preservation Month. 
B. Send annual letters to owners of historic properties on the Landmark Designation List.    
C. Send annual letters inviting owners of historic property to be included on the list. 
D. Send annual letters to the real estate community providing information on the City’s 

historic preservation program and Landmark Designation List.  
E. Update the City’s preservation website. 
F. Participate in and have a continued presence at the Farmer’s Market. 
G. Develop additional media and branding for Farmer’s Market Booth  
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Lake Oswego Public Library 
Library Advisory Board (LAB) 2013 Annual Report 

 
1. “LO Reads” Program 

a. LAB members served on the LO Reads Steering Committee. 

b. Assisted in the event brainstorming and planning. Continue to help develop and expand 
program. 

c. Attend and support the LO Reads events.  

2. Fundraising 

a. Continue to educate community on the many possible ways of supporting the library now 
and for future generations. 

b. Solicited local businesses and library constituents for gifts to the endowment and annual 
funds through the annual end of year letter.  Approximately $4,700 was raised for the 
annual fund and $1,000 was raised for the endowment fund. 

c. Assisted with raising funds and seeking donated gifts for the LO Reads program. 

3. Community Outreach/Partnerships 

a. Staffed a table regularly at the Lake Oswego Farmers Market, answering questions about the 
Library and upcoming programs. 

b. Welcomed public at library events; shared the purpose of the LAB and opportunities to 
become more involved in the Library and support its mission and goals. 

c. Participated in the development of the Lake Oswego Comprehensive Plan.  

Library Advisory Board 
Richard Slaven, Chair 
Maria Meneghin, Co-Vice Chair 
David White, Co-Vice Chair 
Fred Baldwin 
Sharon Callen 
Teresa Huber 
David Short 
Anisha Adke, Youth Member 
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Lake Oswego Public Library 
Library Advisory Board (LAB) Goals for 2014  

 
1. “LO Reads” – City Matching or Monetary Contribution 

a. LO Reads includes over 30 events, many at local business and other local venues. 
 

b. Advocate for supplemental City funding for LO Reads program. 
 

2. Current Library Needs 
 

a. Library FTE has decreased from 37.9 in FY 2001-2002 to 33.7 for FY 2013-2014.  Advocate for 
maintenance of current staffing levels and maintenance of current City general fund 
contribution. 
 

3. Expand Library’s Presence Throughout City 
 

a. Efforts should be made in 2014 to enhance the Library’s presence throughout underserved areas 
of Lake Oswego. 
 

b. Examples could include satellite locations to pick up Library materials requested or on hold 
and/or outreach programming as well as an increased internet and social media presence. 

 
c. Continue to make effort for community outreach. 
 
d. Develop a work plan that includes addressing facility size, collection demands, Library services, 

workload and programming. 
 
e. Continue to explore alternatives for a new Library facility.  

 
 
 
 

Library Advisory Board 
Richard Slaven, Chair 
Maria Meneghin, Co-Vice Chair 
David White, Co-Vice Chair 
Fred Baldwin 
Sharon Callen 
Teresa Huber 
David Short 
Anisha Adke, Youth Member 
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Lake Oswego Public Library 
Library Advisory Board (LAB) 2014 Work Plan 

 

1. Leadership Role – “LO Reads” 
 

a. Continue to play a major role in the planning and presentation of events for the LO Reads 
program. 
 

b. Continue to develop and expand the LO Reads program.  
 

2. Fundraising: 
 

a. Continue to evaluate options to raise funds in support of the Library for the endowment and 
annual fund. 
  

b. Work to raise funds, and in-kind donations, for the LO Reads program. 
 

3. Build & Support Library Partnerships: 
 

a. Increase community awareness of Library activities, programs, and services via participation 
in Farmers’ Market, ballot collecting and participating in other City events. 
 

b. Assist the City and Library staff in communicating and educating community members about 
Library issues as well as advocating for Library programs and services. 
 

c. Help coordinate activities among the Friends of the Lake Oswego Library, community groups 
and city committees as they relate to Library activities. 

 

d. Continue to build and develop the Library’s mailing list of past volunteers, former Library 
Advisory Board members, and interested constituents to share news and event information. 

 

e. In response to community needs, continue to advocate for support for Library Programs and 
Services and a new Library facility. 

 

f. Continue to explore alternatives for a new Library facility. 
 

g. Explore alternatives for library uses of the $900,000 reserved in the General Fund. 
 

Library Advisory Board 
Richard Slaven, Chair 
Maria Meneghin, Co-Vice Chair 
David White, Co-Vice Chair 
Fred Baldwin 
Sharon Callen 
Teresa Huber 
David Short 
Anisha Adke, Youth Member 
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TO: Kent Studebaker, Mayor  

Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Natural Resources Advisory Board 
 Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner 
 
SUBJECT: NRAB Goals for 2014 
 
DATE: January 3, 2014 
 
 
Introduction 

Thank you for the opportunity for the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) to share our 
recent accomplishments and goals for 2014. NRAB is an eight-member (including one youth 
member) citizen advisory board appointed by the City Council. NRAB’s mission is to review 
trends in air, water, and land quality and assist in the development and implementation of 
plans and policies to protect, restore, and enhance environmental quality. 
 
2013 Accomplishments 

NRAB frequently reviews and comments upon proposed plans, policies, and projects and 
provides recommendations about how to best protect natural resources. One of NRAB’s 
proudest accomplishments in 2013 was its participation in the Luscher Area Master Plan 
process. NRAB worked closely with the Parks and Recreation Department and three other 
advisory boards (the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board, the Sustainability Advisory Board, 
and the Historic Resources Advisory Board) to develop a plan that fulfills the community’s vision 
and protects the unique resources of the Luscher area. NRAB was very happy that Council 
incorporated the advisory boards’ input and adopted the plan in July 2013. 
 
NRAB also participated in the Comprehensive Plan update process during 2013. The Board 
reviewed and commented on the background report for the Healthy Ecosystems action area 
and helped develop draft goals and policies related to natural resource protection. Revisions to 
the Healthy Ecosystems action area were put on hold until the Sensitive Lands program is 
revised, so NRAB looks forward to continuing that work in 2014. 
 
NRAB was also a strong advocate for restoration in the City’s parks and natural areas. One of 
the Board’s most exciting new projects was to organize and lead a volunteer stewardship 
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project to remove invasive plants in Woodmont Park. NRAB members also began laying the 
groundwork for a new Friends Group for Woodmont Park. The Board promoted public 
participation in volunteer restoration events at its community outreach booths at two Farmers’ 
Markets. In November 2013, NRAB’s youth member created volunteer opportunities for high 
school students through a partnership with the Friends of Iron Mountain. 
 
Finally, NRAB undertook several projects related to urban forestry. The Board designated two 
Heritage Trees in February 2013: a Douglas-fir located at 208 Durham Street, and an Oregon 
white oak located on Bryant Road near the Jean Road Fire Station. NRAB members participated 
in several of the City’s Arbor Week events, including the Heritage Tree Bike Ride, the Kick-off 
Festival, and two Heritage Tree Dedications. During the fall, the Board reviewed the City’s 
Urban and Community Forestry Plan and State of the Urban Forest Report and recommended 
that the Planning Department update the State of the Urban Forest Report in the 2014-15 fiscal 
year. 
 
NRAB looks forward to building upon these accomplishments in the coming year. The Board’s 
goals for 2014 are summarized below. 
 
2014 Goals 

1. Organize or advocate for resource management and capital projects in City-owned 
natural areas. 

a. Assist with the creation of a Friends Group for Woodmont Park. 
b. Organize and lead volunteer stewardship projects to remove invasive plants. 
c. Advocate for the development of new community gardens. 
d. Advocate for the installation of new interpretive signage. 

 
2. Promote awareness and appreciation of the City’s urban forest. 

a. Review Heritage Tree nominations and announce new Heritage Trees during 
Arbor Week. 

b. Advocate for and assist with an update of the State of the Urban Forest Report. 
 

3. Advocate for the implementation of natural resource-related elements of adopted City 
plans and policies. Examples include the following:  

a. Parks Plan 2025 
b. Luscher Area Master Plan 
c. Iron Mountain Management Plan 
d. Urban and Community Forestry Plan 
e. Clean Streams Plan 

 
4. Review and comment upon plans, policies, and projects with natural resource impacts 

and seek to incorporate natural resource values into City efforts. Examples include the 
following: 

a. Healthy Ecosystems/updated Goal 5 chapter of the Comprehensive Plan 
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b. Revisions to the Sensitive Lands program 
c. Stormwater Code Revision and Design Manual Update 
d. Parks Maintenance Integrated Pest Management Practices 

 
5. Promote fiscal support for City environmental programs, including, but not limited to, 

the Natural Resources Protection Program, Urban and Community Forestry Program, 
and Natural Areas park restoration. 

a. Advocate for increased staff capacity for volunteer coordination. 
b. Advocate for continued funding for the Backyard Habitat Certification Program. 
c. Advocate for continued funding for invasive plant removal in City Natural Areas. 

 
6. Increase environmental awareness and protection through educational outreach. 

a. Organize community outreach booths at Lake Oswego Farmers’ Markets. 
b. Create natural resource-related volunteer opportunities for local students. 
c. Identify and participate in additional community outreach opportunities. 
d. Continue NRAB member education regarding the condition of Lake Oswego’s 

natural resources and potential threats to those resources (including air, water, 
and land quality). 

 
7. Collaborate with other City boards and commissions, local watershed councils, and 

recognized Friends Groups to support and realize common goals. 
 
NRAB receives staff support from the City’s Natural Resources Planner. These goals can be 
accomplished with existing staff resources. The typical staff support for NRAB is approximately 
15 hours per month (~0.1 FTE). The goal with the biggest impact on staff time is to update the 
State of the Urban Forest Report, which could require the equivalent of 0.1 FTE for 2014. 

23



 

24



Planning Commission – Goals 2014 

 
380 A Avenue 

PO Box 369 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

 
503-635-0270 

www.ci.oswego.or.us 

 
 
 
TO:  Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
  Members of the City Council 
 
FROM:  Planning Commission 

Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director 
 
SUBJECT: Planning Commission Goals for 2014 
 
DATE:  January 2, 2014 
 

INTRODUCTION 

On December 9, the Planning Commission met to discuss its goals for 2014. The attached work plan reflects 
the Commission’s goals in response to current staffing levels.  

The Planning Commission is a seven-member citizen advisory body appointed by the City Council. It meets 
regularly each month to review long range planning issues, neighborhood planning, and amendments to 
the Comprehensive Plan and implementing ordinances. The Planning Commission focuses on land use 
policy issues and makes recommendations to the City Council on such issues, based on criteria outlined in 
the City's Comprehensive Plan and Community Development Code. 

During 2013 the City Council adopted an annual budget that resulted in staff reductions in Long Range 
Planning. The long range planning manager and two full-time planner positions were eliminated, which led 
to delays in completing some projects, including the Comprehensive Plan. The attached table provides a 
status report on the 2013 Planning Commission Work Plan and a general estimate of staff labor required to 
complete the proposed goals/projects. 

The attached list of goals/projects focuses on completing projects that the Planning Commission began in 
2013, or earlier, and is consistent with the City Council’s current Action Plan (e.g., Sensitive Lands, 
Comprehensive Plan). It also includes Code Maintenance updates and other process improvements.  

The list does not include Planning projects/programs that do not directly involve the Planning Commission, 
such as the Neighborhood Enhancement Grants, Urban and Community Forestry, Annexations, and Historic 
Preservation. The Historic Resources Advisory Board and Natural Resources Advisory Board have reviewed 
their work plans separately and have prepared goals for City Council consideration. 

ATTACHMENT 

Table - Planning Commission Goals 2014 

MEMORANDUM 
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Planning Commission – Goals 2014 

 

                                                 
1 The Long Range Planning Division of the Planning Department currently contains 3.5 FTE, not including administrative 
support. Staff in Current Planning (Development Review) also provides Long Range Planning (Planning Commission) services, 
for example, by preparing code amendments. 

Planning Commission Goals for 2014 

Work Plan Items Timeline/Status % Complete Est Workload 
2014 (FTE) 

Complete the Healthy Ecosystems/Sensitive Lands-Related 
Chapters of Comprehensive Plan  
Action:  Finalize, review and adopt Healthy Ecosystems chapter 
in coordination with Sensitive Lands Program update. 
 

 
2014 

 
Policies: 

50% 
Code: 

0% 
 

 
1.0  

Implement the Comprehensive Plan 
Action:  Adopt plans and codes implementing Comp Plan 
1. Adopt Transportation System Plan Update 
2. Complete Southwest Industrial Area Plan (2014-2015) 
3. Adopt Clear and Objective Standards for Housing 
 

 
 

April 2014 
Grant Approved 

May 2014 

 
 

80% 
- 

70% 
 

 
 
0.1 
0.2 
0.2 

Clarify and Streamline the Community Development Code 
Action: Adopt code amendments 
1. Update Commercial Land Use Table, and Consolidate Zones 
2. Simplify and Improve Non-Conforming Use & Variance Regs 
3. Adopt Annual Code Maintenance Amendments (clarify text, 
remove conflicts, codify interpretations, add definitions) 
4. Review code for substantive changes/improvements (e.g., 
flag lot standards, tree code (after Healthy Ecosystems/Sensitive 
Lands chapter is adopted) 

  
 

In Progress 
In Progress 
In Progress 

 
Pending 

 

 
 

60% 
90% 
20% 

 
NA 

 
 
0.2 
0.1 
0.2 
 
0.5 
 

Implement the Lake Grove Village Center Plan 
Action:  Complete the Lake Grove Village Center Handbook and 
coordinate with engineering design for Boones Ferry Road. 
1. Complete Building Design section of Handbook 
2. Complete Village Theme (Streetscape and Public Spaces) 

section of Handbook, in coordination with BFR Design. 

 
 
 

In Progress 
Pending 

 
 
 

80% 
NA 

 
 
 
0.1 
0.1 

Support Neighborhood Planning 
Action:  Encourage reactivation of inactive neighborhood 
associations, and assist neighborhoods with planning needs. 
1. Planning Commission outreach to neighborhoods (See 

also, Commission on Citizen Involvement Goals) 
2. Complete neighborhood plan(s) or code amendments in 

response to neighborhood needs 

 
 
 

Pending 
 

Ongoing 

 
 
 

NA 
 

NA 

 
 
 
0.1 
 
0.2 

Review Capital Improvement Program 
Action: Review and Recommendation to CC 

March 2014 10% <0.1 

 Total Estimated Workload (FTE)1: Does not include staff 
commitments to projects outside of PC Work Plan, per memo. 

  3.0 
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2013 Goals - Parks & Recreation Advisory Board 
Adopted 12/19/12 
 

 
 

 
PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 

2014 GOALS 
 
 
 

 

1. Continue the deep dive review of the Department’s revenues/expenses by helping 
to further identify and implement improvement ideas for the Recreation Divisions 
and by expanding the overall review to the Adult Community Center. 

 
2. Advocate for spending $50,000 on Golf Course practice range maintenance and 

improvements to better both the financial performance and playing experience. 
 

3. Continue to support the implementation of both Parks Plan 2025 and the Luscher 
Area Master Plan including the following projects: 
 

 Complete Agricultural plan. 

 Purchase and install greenhouses as defined by Agricultural plan. 

 Concrete and finish dirt portions of floor in white barn. 
 

4. Prioritize projects that add capacity to the Parks System using SDC funding (tennis, 
turf field, trails, etc.) 
 

5. Establish a stronger working relationship with Friends Groups. 
 

6. Explore the potential benefits of and/or steps to establishing a Parks Foundation. 
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503.635.0291 380 A Avenue PO Box 369 Lake Oswego, OR 97034 www.ci.oswego.or.us 

TO: Mayor Kent Studebaker  
Members of the City Council 

 
FROM: Susan Millhauser, Sustainability Coordinator, on behalf of the SAB 
 City Manager’s Office 
 
CC: Members of the Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) 
 
SUBJECT: SAB 2014 Goals  
 
DATE: December 30, 2013  
 
 
BACKGROUND 

This memo summarizes the SAB’s 2014 goals for the City Council’s consideration during your 
annual goal setting. Members of the SAB look forward to attending the Board and Commission 
Summit on February 11 to share brief highlights of their work in 2013 and how they plan to 
implement their 2014 goals.  
 
DISCUSSION 

For 2014, the SAB’s goals have been reorganized to better reflect their connection with the 
Board’s mission and duties, listed below. The SAB’s 2014 goals follow, with a list of supporting 
actions Board members plan to undertake. Together, these will inform the Board’s work plan 
for 2014. 
 
Mission and Duties  

The mission of the SAB is to promote the sustainability of the community as a whole, 
considering public and private actions and their effects on ecological, economic, and 
community systems. Duties include: 

1. Advise and assist the City Council in efforts to make City operations more sustainable.  
2. Assist in the development of plans and policies to enhance the sustainability of the city 

as a whole.   
3. Educate and support other Lake Oswego organizations to become more sustainable.   
4. Educate and engage the public in efforts to make the community of Lake Oswego, 

including residents, businesses, and institutions, more sustainable. 
  

29



Page 2 
 

 
 

503.635.0291 380 A Avenue PO Box 369 Lake Oswego, OR 97034 www.ci.oswego.or.us 

2014 Goals  

1. Advise and assist the City Council and staff in efforts to make City operations more 
sustainable. 
• Participate in the development of an updated Sustainability Plan for City Operations and 

provide recommendations to the City Council. 
• Support the implementation of Phase 1 of the streetlight LED retrofit project and 

advocate for Phase 2 approval and funding. 
• Advocate for the City Council to adopt a high performance building policy for City 

facilities. In 2013, the SAB provided guidance on the development of a draft policy that 
requires all new City building projects to use full life cycle cost analysis when considering 
new facility expenditures and endeavor to meet the highest achievable green building 
standards inspired by the Living Building Challenge. In 2014, the SAB will review and 
provide input on the draft policy and make a recommendation to the City Council. 

• Advocate for continued funding of City sustainability staff and programs by building a 
strong business case. 
 

2. Assist in the development, adoption, and implementation of plans, policies, and projects to 
enhance the sustainability of the city as a whole through SAB review, advocacy, and 
involvement, such as: 
• Support the implementation of the Luscher Area Master Plan. 
• Advocate for funding and implementation of the Boones Ferry Road project in its 

entirety. 
• Review and provide input on private development projects that receive City funding to 

encourage incorporation of green building best practices, such as Block 137. 
• Continue participation in Stormwater Public Advisory Committee to review and endorse 

the new Lake Oswego Stormwater Management Manual, code language, and 
implementing ordinance. 

• Encourage City and partner action toward the creation of a bicycle / walking trail 
between Lake Oswego and Portland along the trolley right-of-way. 

• Identify and advocate for opportunities to integrate community sustainability and 
resilience into City emergency response and natural hazards planning and preparedness 
activities. 

• Collaborate with other City boards and commissions and neighborhood associations to 
support and realize common goals. 
 

3. Educate and support other Lake Oswego organizations to become more sustainable.   
• Support continued provision of and increased business participation in the commercial 

food waste collection / composting program, in collaboration with Republic Services and 
Clackamas County.  

• Assist with the development of a community-wide zero waste materials management 
plan if undertaken in 2014 in conjunction with the City’s solid waste hauler, Republic 
Services. 
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• Engage with other community organizations, businesses groups, and others by 
participating in community networking and information sharing opportunities. 
 

4. Engage and inform citizens, businesses, and institutions about sustainability to expand 
awareness, foster cooperation and resilience, and stimulate action.  
• Increase use of low carbon and active transportation options through awareness and 

incentive programs, such as the 100 Mile Challenge. 
• Plan and implement events, speakers, workshops, tours, and other activities throughout 

the year to share information, provide examples and resources, and foster connections 
between community members.  

• Conduct general outreach at the Farmers Market and other community venues and 
events. 

• Make presentations to community organizations, such as neighborhood associations, 
business groups, and religious congregations. 

 
Long-Term Guiding Themes 

As sustainability covers a broad spectrum, the SAB has adopted a set of overarching and 
interrelated aspirational themes to define the context for its work: 

• Lake Oswego is a resilient, economically viable, and socially connected community. 
• Lake Oswego understands that implementing sustainability has the potential for 

multiple benefits, including financial savings, risk avoidance, revenue generation, and 
brand creation that will continue to attract residents, businesses, and employees.  

• Lake Oswego is moving toward a net zero carbon footprint. 
• Lake Oswego’s water consumption is moving toward net zero. 
• Lake Oswego is moving toward producing zero waste. 
• Lake Oswego is moving toward being a toxin-free environment. 
• Lake Oswego citizens are engaged, informed, and taking action. 
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TO: Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
 Members of the City Council 
 
FROM: Transportation Advisory Board 
 Tom Fahey, Chair 
 
SUBJECT: 2014 Council Goal Setting  
 
DATE: Saturday, January 11, 2014 
 
 
ACTION 
 
The Transportation Advisory Board would like to advocate for City Council to re-evaluate the 
overall current funding sources for Transportation.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Board recognizes that reliable transportation funding is paramount to maintaining current 
maintenance and operational needs. However, with the near completion of the Transportation 
System Plan, the Transportation Advisory Board wants to point out that now is the time for the 
City Council to re-evaluate current Transportation funding sources and explore options for 
system enhancement that reflects the community’s vision. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Transportation Advisory Board feels that City Council should re-evaluate and review the 
overall current funding sources for Transportation, not so much creating new funds but try to 
acquire funds by looking at existing revenue and re-distributing those funding sources. 
 

• Look at changing the Street Fee to a Transportation Fee, so that dedicated funds can be 
made available for other uses within the Transportation System. 

 
• Review the methodologies used for the current SDC’s master fee charges and reallocate 

some of those other fees towards the Transportation fee, since the majority of all public 
improvements impact or are in the public right-of-way. 
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• Form Limited Improvement Districts within Neighborhood Associations boundaries to 
address their requested upgrades to their existing system, especial in some of the older 
neighborhoods, were less redevelopment occurs. The idea behind this is that 
improvements will spark growth in property values, benefitting both homeowners and 
the tax base.  
 

• One-time funding in support of grants 
 

• General Fund discretionary funds, payments or contributions from other government, 
and program revenues.  

 
• Re-allocating some Renewal Funds to upgrading Transportation needs in LORA districts. 

 
• Fungible funding, determine if resources from other departments can be used for 

funding Transportation services, projects or activities.  
 

Finally, the Transportation Advisory Board would not be opposed if City Council wanted to 
develop criteria to be used to develop different revenue sources, such as a gas tax or rise in 
vehicle registration fees.   The board understands the difficulty in funding projects within our 
current guidelines and feels that current and future funding sources should be re-evaluated.  
The board looks forward to working with the Council to achieving our goals of funding projects 
in 2014. 
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City Council Open House 

January 8, 2014 

Public Comments 

 

• Find low cost things that could be changed in the City to make it more family friendly and 
affordable for families.   

• Focus renewed energy on economic development. Focus on business recruitment. Promotional 
materials about city workforce (education level, etc.) and perhaps hire additional staff for the 
recruitment and retention of businesses. Other comments mentioned the use of volunteers for 
business outreach and economic development. 

• Move forward with city facilities: public safety (Police/911) and Operations Facility. 

• Keep budget balanced, keep headcount down, and prioritize. If the City adds programs or 
services, reduce somewhere else. The operations facility out of date and needs to be replaced. 

• Examine parks and recreation programs offered at the WEB.  It appears some are duplicated 
with private sector programs. 

• Council should focus on road maintenance and fix potholes such as those in First Addition. Pave 
streets that need it, not those that don’t need it.  E Avenue for example needs significant work.  
The pothole at E avenue and HWY 43 is still sinking.   

• There was a comment not to redirect General Fund dollars for more street funding.   

• E avenue at the Highway 43 intersection pothole is still sinking – city fixed a month ago but the 
problem is still getting worse. 

• Prioritize projects in the CIP.  For example, Mountlake Terrace, WA attaches value to the 
projects depending on criteria. 
http://www.cityofmlt.com/cityServices/engineeringServices/CapitalInvestmentStrategy_memos
.htm   

• If you had $500,000, what would you spend it on? 

o Repave Blue Heron Road 
o New signs for parks/open spaces and economic development 
o Road maintenance 
o Invest in local economic development to improve local business and explore incentives 

(financial and otherwise) to locate family wage jobs to Lake Oswego. 
o Study the feasibility of a transportation system. Determine if it is feasible to leave 

TriMet. 
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o Address the Willamette Shoreline Trolley line.  Determine feasibility of a pedestrian/bike 
path along the shoreline and stop investing in the maintenance of the ROW if not 
feasible.   

o Keep the West End Building 

• Loosen restrictions on Sensitive Lands. 

• Build a City swim facility for Lake Oswego other than Lake Oswego High School. Explore the 
feasibility of additional swim facilities in the City.  Tennis as well. 

• Remove sensitive lands from private property. 

• Allow trees to be removed for views, but still require replacement/mitigation.   

• Revisit tree code.   

• Solicit public prior to a project getting started.  Develop a template for big public projects that 
involves early engagement with the citizenry.   

• Eliminate urban renewal districts 

• Positively reward staff for working with neighborhood associations.  Create respect between 
staff and neighborhood associations.  

• Be skeptical and selective of Intergovernmental Agreements (IGAs).  Lake Oswego’s goals are 
not always aligned with other government organizations.   

• Improve bus service in the City.  As we update the TSP, look at options for improving collector, 
local bus service in Lake Oswego. 

• Carmen House – unfortunate the city could not help some way in preserving the house.   

• Consider opportunities for the City to support preserving the Carmen House.   

• Remove Sensitive Lands from private property 

• Review utility flat rate fees.   

• Improve public transit service in the residential areas. 

 

• Develop a “5-year plan” of priority projects for the city, ie 911 Center, Tennis Center 

• Develop a list of issues that need to be addressed over the next 5 years, such as sensitive lands 
and develop a mechanism for frequent feedback on progress  to the community 

• Retain ownership of the West End Building 

• Would like to see the Trolley become a vital means of transit 

• Resolve the Sensitive lands issues 
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• Provide protection and preservation of natural resources and park areas – much restoration 
needs to be done 

• Capital priorities should focus on safety and emergency response – police, fire, public works 

• Look at the purpose of Boards and Commissions to determine their necessity; try to ensure a 
diversity of  Board and Commission members 

• Boards and Commissions should try to expand community participation at meetings 

• Encourage comingled recycling 

• Inform the community about issues that are coming forward such as capital projects.  Use 
HelloLO, LoDown, and Council discussions to inform the public; describe the community impact 

• Consider the North Anchor space for Police/ LOCOM facilities 

• Police and LOCOM are the highest priorities for new space 

• Find a space for a small Library in the Lake Grove area 

• Remove MMA from the Comp Plan 

• Be watchful that proposed density downtown does negatively affect traffic and actually drive 
people away from the downtown core 

• Describe what Lake Oswego “wants to be known for – ie healthy lifestyles, a great place to live; 
then focus on opportunities to “build on those values” 

• Need a Volunteer Coordinator to help support the variety of projects being done 

• Council needs to look longer range (related to spending) to ensure we won’t make cuts that will 
actually cost more in the future 

• Use the West End Building for a temporary City Hall; while building a full civic center on the 
footprint between A Avenue, Evergreen, and 3rd and 4th streets  

• Remove Sensitive Lands designations from private property 

• Build a Community Center downtown on the Bank of America Property 

• Unruly Gathering Ordinance should use 15 as the number threshold 

• Improve Bicycle paths, including connections, signage, and flows 

• Develop a transportation system that is “internal” to Lake Oswego 

• Find ways to support people (volunteers) who are already doing great work 

• Improve the process by which property is developed.  There is no consistency in interpretation 
and or application of codes.  Streamline the Development Code. 
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• Encourage discussion, sharing of views, disagreement, and ultimately consensus building within 
Boards and Commissions instead of staff driving too quickly toward a decision and/ or 
conclusion of the project (helpful  to the Council process that may follow) 

• Develop a community process to generate practical ideas for the North Anchor that preexists 
proposals that may come forward 

• Find a way to reduce water rates 

• Consider charging “out of City Library Users” a fee of $25 dollars annually to use the service 

• Use  Volunteer Coordinator to focus on “business development” with churches, civic groups, 
and service groups, sharing ideas for opportunities to become involved in projects 

• Provide reinforcement to staff who work closely with Neighborhood Associations 

• Discontinue the practice of paying the employee share of PERS Retirement Contribution 

• Set aside money for clean-up of invasive species, and for maintenance of public right of ways 
(overhanging trees in particular) 

• Do a better job of prioritizing Council Meeting Agendas  

 

• Request to change how City Committees are managed, i.e., more citizen-led versus staff-led.  An 
example is the TCWTP facility plan.  Citizens should have more ability to set the agendas for 
these committees. 

• More concerted effort towards removing invasive species – get rid of ivy and blackberry bushes 
– encourage efforts with incentives and not with penalties (see handout) 

• Build more walking paths – make more investment in paths instead of sports fields 

• Improve storm water management 

• Make a more concerted effort towards removing invasive species and restoring natural areas 
with native plants – could support City’s sensitive lands efforts 

• Need to address sensitive lands and the less restrictive to properties 

• Council should consider using North Anchor properties for LOCOM/Police/Courts. 

• Council should find some library space in the Lake Grove area. 

• Council should deal with the current MMA in the downtown area.  

• Council should better inform citizenry about City plans and projects, especially early on in the 
planning process. A current example will be the Operations Facility.  Recent experience is that 
certain large projects come as a surprise to the citizens.  Need more upfront public process.  Use 
HelloLO and other existing communication resources. 
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• Would like City to retain the WEB. 

• Provide more transit service to the west side of town. 

• There is a need for a west side dog park. 

• Review the purpose of the City’s Boards and Commissions 

• Council needs to focus on needs versus wants. 

• Concerned with unintended consequences of the Unruly Gatherings ordinance. 

• Need to revise sensitive lands program to be less restrictive.  Needs to happen soon. 

• Retain the City’s existing densities – no need for higher densities 

• Reduce downtown zoning densities and height limits. 

• Develop better public processes for City projects so the public is not surprised by City Council 
designs. 

• Need a west side dog park. 

• Need to revise sensitive lands program to be less restrictive. 

• Sensitive lands – treat everyone fairly and equally – property rights are important 

• Council should fund a volunteer coordinator position for invasive species removal programs for 
the ten Friends organizations in the City. 

• Appreciates the City’s annual contribution to the Backyard Habitat certification program for 
Tryon Creek watershed. 

• Appreciates the City funding the Neighborhood Enhancement Program. 

• Continue the City’s business marketing fund, which in this fiscal year is $30k. 

• Maximize the use of City-owned properties, i.e., Operations Facility should be redeveloped into 
a higher and better use. 

• Develop housing that is less costly and affordable. 

• Address the Sensitive Lands program as it’s too restrictive. 

• Renovate City Hall and the City Hall block, including formalizing Evergreen Park at the southeast 
corner. 

• Figure out a solution to the Library. 

• Review the EC development code requirements in downtown to address density and transition 
zone concerns 
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• Reduce Costs.  Where? Maintenance of parks, reduce head count in this area.  In Long Beach 
outsourced median strips.  Competitive bidding with outsiders vs. city employees.  Maybe do 
this for a park like Foothills. 

• Resolve over hanging issues like sensitive lands. 

• Provide written monthly report to Council on Lake Oswego Tigard Partnership. 

• How do you better inform citizens about key issues so they can understand them? 

• Endorse LONAC recommendations.  

• Look into PERS contribution made for both employer and employee.  Take care of this in 
bargaining.  Fewer and fewer cities pay all of it.  Should look at the employee picking up their 
costs. 

• Would like to see reinstatement of monthly oversight committee meetings for LOT.  Shouldn’t 
be an issue because of consultant costs.  Need to pay more attention to costs.   

• Regarding Tryon Creek Wastewater plant, how can we keep these costs down? 

• Need better notification to the public on big issues like the amendment to the LOT agreement. 
There should be a chance for a public hearing and opportunity to testify. 

• Seriously consider charter change so that certain things would cause need for public vote.  A cap 
on what the council can spend without public vote.  Things like the WEB and water project. 

• Get the Lake Twin theater project completed when it is supposed to be finished. 

• What are some of the issues where the council is getting very mixed feedback that they could 
use more input on?  

• There were questions about the unruly gathering ordinance. 

• Conduct forensic audits on all major programs.  Monitor checkpoints on major expenditures and 
measure costs vs. products delivered. 

• Give a middle of road option on issues not just Cadillac or nothing.  Especially when we do 
surveys. 

• What are options for library in that it is now at capacity? In addition, there are changes in the 
whole library industry with electronic media.  Some type of library activity more central city. 

• Questions about the neighborhood grant program and using grant money on speed control 
measures on Cornell.   

• Enforce right of way rules where people have encroached/developed into the right of way.  

• Fix roads to slow people down cutting through neighborhoods. 

• There was a question about who takes care of the area on Kruse way where there are ducks.   
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• Fix ruts and potholes on Canal circle.  Focus more on core services and road maintenance. 

• Resolve sensitive lands issue. 

• Unruly gathering ordinance should never be passed.  Should not be for any amount.  Untended 
consequences are too great. 

• Get more early public engagement on major issues.   

• Remove all the sensitive lands on properties.   

• Cost of connecting to sewer is very onerous and it makes it difficult. Then without being able to 
get water that puts a real burden on the property owner. 

• There were questions about the Boones Ferry project and if it was being built in phases 

 

• Issue of property in the County (Forest Highlands) with Sensitive Lands – request Council Goal of 
doing away with Sensitive Lands 

• Request that Council allow properties to annex with a septic tank rather than City sewer 

• Request that the City take a proactive role in finding a solution to the problem of Sensitive Lands 
through a voluntary program of citizen stewardship of their own lands.  

• Request that Council review the process of project development as projects move from LORA 
Board purview to Council or Planning Board review. 

• Consider how the City can better control its own destiny – especially to be more selective when 
it comes to entering into IGAs; Reconsider using Urban Renewal funds for private development; 
Request that the City control its own transportation options; Request that General Obligation 
Bonds be used more to offer citizens the chance to decide the fate of projects  

• Request that the City Manager lay out a 5-year plan for capital improvement projects that need 
to be tackled and include price tags, e.g. develop business plans  

• Request more clarity/transparency in potential Code changes 

• Request Council support for co-mingling of glass recycling 

• Consider offering a public swimming pool 

• Consider more rigorous studies of potential traffic impacts with new developments 

• Rosewood Neighborhood would like more information on the SW Employment Zone – and 
would like the Council to ensure that whatever is done there be done with neighborhood 
involvement  

• Request that the Council consider not enter into an IGA with Metro on the SW Employment 
Zone 
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• Request that the Street Maintenance fee be used exclusively for roads 

• Request that the issue of  Library capacity be resolved 

• Request that the Council consider strategies that would help the City attract more young 
families; ensure that the City maintain/have a viable downtown.  

• Suggest that Council consider requiring a basement as a means of keeping mass/size down in 
neighborhoods 

• Request that the City consider providing a volunteer coordinator position to help organize 
volunteer efforts and outreach 

 

• Thank council for selling WEB, advancing the Comp plan, improving Boones Ferry, etc., glad to 
see all these moving along. Better job informing about Maintenance yard.  Use Hello LO and LO 
down to inform and comment. That goes for other projects too, and website is hard to navigate. 
Wastewater treatment plant too. Fluff in these publications. 

• Remove MMA from Rt 43. It has been removed.  Should look at what is enforced now and plug 
whatever loophole might be in place. 

• Look at allowable density downtown. Not just height. Density is more important. This is a 
subjective issues downtown. Make sure roads and parking aren’t overwhelmed.  

• LOCOM PR Dept issues should be addressed sooner if not later 

• Create a Library presence in Lake Grove  

• Community divisiveness happens because people feel they aren’t heard 

• Volunteer Coordinator needed for parks programs and invasive species removal. 

• Walking Boones Ferry- looking ahead- hooray! Can’t wait to walk it 

• Get rid of Sensitive Lands. 

• Backyard habitat program is really good. 

• Annexation: The City should revisit policy on annexation. Disparate areas seem to be brought in 
at various council meetings. Think about City’s policy. Larger area rather than piecemeal 
properties. 

• Rosewood Neighborhood. Once residential now industrial 7 acres, with no city services.  There is 
untreated polluted water running down the street every time it rains. If Lake Oswego annexes, it 
will need sewers and services. 

• North Shore Bridge: there are no signs about jumping, fishing, diving like on South Shore.  
Commenter has asked many times for no diving signs. 

• Finish what was started in 2013 
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• There is water being wasted on sidewalk near Baptist School off of Kruse way and Carman 

• Urban Renewal should be voted on if it is going to be used for anything.  All projects.  Districts 
should be closed out.  

• Concerned about development code. Don’t remove barriers to mixed use. There is an overuse of 
mixed use development  

• Remove Sensitive lands from private property 

• Republic Services representatives are requesting feedback on services. The do’s and don’ts for 
garbage and recycling collection are on the LO City website 

o Comments:  Better communication curbside about what is recyclable curbside 

o Foothills site is good for recycling.  

o Hot topic is curbside composting.  

o Labeling is important for recycling 

• For Advisory Boards, have staff step back and be more citizen led groups. Staff should answer 
questions and not set agenda.  

• Hard time finding volunteers to Neighborhood Associations. Once a month publish 
accomplishments of NAs. Give awards once a year. Get more NA engagement. 

• The neighborhood website is not up to date, minutes don’t get posted on time, and it’s hard for 
NA to be found on the website even if you know where to look  

• Following LO Stewards website and sensitive lands is important  

• Planner support is gone for neighborhoods, but don’t hire more people for that. 

• Way to reinforce staff when they make positive connections with Neighborhood Associations> 
hearing more from residents more.  

• What can we do to help with Sensitive lands?   

• What is the appeal process for sensitive lands?  Regulations appear to be subjective.  

• Government needs to be accountable to voters. The bigger the bureaucracy the more 
complexity and onerous. 

• Inequitable application of code as it becomes more complex. 

• Much has been accomplished by Friends groups (such as Springbrook Park), but need a 
Volunteer Coordinator to reach out to clubs, groups, etc.  Examples are areas that do have 
volunteer coordinators like Tryon Creek.  

• Request for boat ramp on Willamette River. It would be for Canoe and kayak launches not 
power boats. 
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• 3 Neighborhood Associations, South Shore, Hallinan, and Palisades, request use of 
Neighborhood grant program to use laser speed indicators for safety.  Other suggestions for 
safety improvements by Hallinan and Freepons included painted sidewalks and checking with 
public works and school board and school principal. 

• Reinstate monthly meetings on Water Partnership Project. Review the agenda with the 
consultants ahead of time. There should have been a public hearing on the IGA amendment. The 
original IGA had hearings. This should come before council as hearing rather than as a 
resolution.   

• Sensitive lands 

• Sensitive lands 

• Sensitive lands 

• Staff should pay staff share of PERS not the City 

• Find cost reductions. 

• Sensitive lands 

• Revisit downtown density issue 

• No streetcar. Is that why we are getting more density forced on us? 

• Police and Public Works Maintenance first responder facilities are the priorities for city facilities. 

• Look at System development charges for single family residences and there high cost, especially 
parks and recreation.  

• Have we ever really reviewed the need for a recreation department? Survey? Is this a municipal 
government function?   

• How are SDCs calculated? How are Master fees and charges calculated? 

• Comment about the unruly gathering ordinance. Alarming that it was ever written in the first 
place.  

• Organize agenda to reflect most important topics, like WEB, and sensitive lands 

• Consider study sessions separate from Council meetings 

• Sensitive lands 

• Sensitive lands 

• Unruly gathering.  Concerns about origins, impacting liability transfers. More consultation with 
stakeholders. It has been delayed another month to increase engagement from community 
especially as relates to liability issues and property owners. 

• Unruly gatherings.  How it arrived at council.  
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• Focus on core values and basic street maintenance.  Roll this goal over from 2013. These include 
Safe streets, police and fire. So many things can be handled by citizens. Needs versus wants.  

• Issue with LORA funds for theater. Concerns how urban renewal funding is distributed. 

• There is an issue of timing and process as to how things are presented to Council, e.g. Master 
Fees needs improvement in order to allow for more input 

• A zero based budget approach to Master Fees and Charges was offered as alternative. Zero 
based budgeting encouraged. 

• Concern expressed about quality of staff work. Needs direction from the City Manager. Needs to 
be improved. Decrease subjectivity and based on empirical evidence 

• Independent auditing of large projects is necessary, such as the water project. 

 

• If /when the WEB is sold, has the Council identified alternate sites that would accommodate 
parking for all the City meetings that currently take place at the WEB? 

• Would like to see an improved landscaping plan/requirement for downtown….a softer look to 
landscaping. 

• Off-street parking should be addressed in the code….. there are limited options for parking now. 

• Prefers Lake Oswego’s “sleepy little hamlet” feel.  Believes that this is a major draw for those 
moving into Lake Oswego….small town feel. 

• If the City is going to reduce the minimum lot size to build on, make sure the City adequately 
designs/plans for in-fill or reduction of lot size minimums.  Sensitive Lands – natural resource 
management – interested in conserving and promoting open spaces, reviewing urban forestry 
plan, tree canopy, tree code is really more of a development code. 

• Put in a good word for Park and Recreation.  Believes that the Department is currently thinly 
staffed.  Encourages the Council to support the Parks Department.  Need for a volunteer 
coordinator - specific need was someone to coordinate the “Friends of Groups”….multiple 
groups. 

• Restore City Hall at its current location.  Locate the Police and 911 facility in the downtown 
core……possibly on property adjoin the current City Hall. 

• Priorities: 

o Utilize WEB site to increase livability….discussion was that the WEB has great potential 
for serving many factions/interests in the community. 

o Along Boones Ferry, allow buildings to be built taller.  Discussion centered around the 
fact that the commercial lot size along Boones Ferry are very small and for a business to 
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be profitable, they need to be able to build taller…..building taller was not supported be 
everyone at the table. 

o Recommendation to Council that they make decisions looking long-term.  Discussion 
was that there is a feeling that some decisions are being made for short term financial 
reasons at a possible cost to the community’s long-term benefit. 

• Establish a Parks Community Garden on the West Side of town. 

• Fund urban agriculture at Luscher Farms….as outlined in the Parks Department Master Plan. 

• A request for more traffic calming – specifically at Cornell & Hemlock.  Would like a solar 
powered speed indicator. 

• Expressed we need better public transportation options…..more frequency, longer hours, and 
better circulation within the City.  Look at splitting away from TriMet.   

• A desire for a better skate park. 

• Have Lake Oswego be more independent from METRO, the State and the Regional Transit Plan.  
Develop Lake Oswego plans that are tailored specific to our needs and desires. 

• Lake Owego is becoming more complex…..speaker encourages Council to stay connect to those 
that they serve. 

• Have City Hall staff be more responsive to citizen requests/questions.  Clarity from staff would 
go a long way to building community trust. 

• Wish the City had funding available to help protect/move historic properties (homes) instead of 
having to rely solely on the private property owner. 
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From: E
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Commuity meeting 1/8/14
Date: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 4:26:43 PM

The only important item this year for Council's consideration is complete removal of Sensitive Lands overlays on
PRIVATE PROPERTY or forcing the State and Metro to pay "just compensation".
 
An oldi, but still true.  Fix the streets, improve lighting at intersections, and fresh pain all traffic lines, especially the
"fog line"  I think I'm going blind at night and, particularly in wet weather, with the lousy lighting at intersections
and disappearing lane markers.
 
This may not be a priority, but needs to be thought of:  Get rid of METRO.  I see no practical use for this layer of
bureaucracy except to service non-incorporated areas.
 
Respectfully,
 
 
John Beau
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From:
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Input for 2014 goal setting
Date: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 10:57:57 AM

A key goal that must be attained in 2014 is the resolution of the Sensitive Lands issue and removal
of all overlays on private properties.
 
Denny and Ann Hageman
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From:
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Input for 2014 goal setting
Date: Saturday, December 07, 2013 6:03:08 PM

Dear Council Members:

What about a composting program like City of Portland's?

Thanks for what you do to keep our community beautiful!

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Council Open House -- 2014 goals
Date: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 9:10:35 AM

Unfortunately I cannot attend the Open House due to work schedule.
Please make removal of Sensitive Land designations a priority for 2014.
Regards,
Suzann Kitch

Sent from my iPad
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From:
To: "kestude@comcast.net"; Karen Bowerman; Jeff Gudman; "Skip O"Neill"; dlleej29@aol.com; Hughes, Lauren;

Gustafson, Jon
Cc: Council Distribution
Subject: FW: Lake Oswego Goals 2014
Date: Tuesday, January 07, 2014 8:30:05 PM

 
 
Dear Mayor Studebaker and council members:
 
Recently I have received both the LOCAL and City Hall request for input about council goals for 2014.
 
I would have attended the open house,  however I am out of town and will not be able to attend this
event.   As you all know I have been active in supporting  the Stafford area both for employment and
housing and am a resident of Lake Oswego.   I also have been following the proposed
redevelopment
of the Wizer block. 
 
Recently I attended a meeting that included a presentation of the redevelopment
plans for the Wizer site.
 
It was interesting to me that the developer seems to have worked with the city to meet the
development
code criteria and in fact had gone beyond what would be required of the code.   As a developer it
can
be a very frustrating process to try and meet the code requirements and still build what the market
will
accept.   It appears that some that oppose this development want the city to change the code so the
density will be reduced, the building heights lowered, etc.     Having developed many projects it
seems
like the density issue is the overwhelming objection to a developer’s plans no matter where the
project is
located.   In many cases it is not the developer desire, but the Metro and State rules that dictate
the
density requirements ---- the developer just gets the blame for meeting the density mandates.   
 
The basic reason the density issue is always the factor is Metro’s and the State’s goal of restricting
development and thus  not allowing urban sprawl.   In looking at other areas in the USA,  Oregon is
far
from the concept of Urban Sprawl.     The lack of land to develop and the Density mandate are the
reasons
that projects like the Wizer site focus on meeting the density requirements.   Simple economics ---
lack
of supply and high demand result in high land costs.
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I believe the council should look at lowering the density requirements that have been
established
by Lake Oswego.    The council should also support Metro taking a regional density approach to
meeting
the targeted 8 units to the acre by giving credit to areas like Lake Oswego for the high density
developments
like the Pearl and South Waterfront ------ result would be lower density for the surrounding cities
that
do not want higher density developments.  Metro is a regional governmental agency and thus this
should
not be a difficult consideration for them.
 
Stafford is a prime area that housing could be built to fill a real void in the local

housing market.   Not everyone can afford to buy a house in the 1st addition for $400,000 + tear
the house down and build their dream home.   This results in homes at a value of One million or
more.
 
Lake Oswego needs lots the will allow new houses to be  built in the range of $450,000 to
$650,000.  
Stafford is an area that I believe could fill this void. In addition the density for the Wizer blocks could
be
reduced if some land in the Stafford area was zoned for higher densities  -------- more senior
retirement
developments are needed and there is no land to allow this to occur.   Adult living projects can have
higher density and still maintain green spaces since some of the buildings would be two or three
stories in height.
 
Stafford also offers the opportunity for another Kruse Way type project.    This type of development
is a tax plum for a city and an economic plus for a community.  
 
In summary I would like to encourage the Council to lower the mandated density and consider the
opportunities that Stafford offers for both employment land and more options for residential
housing.   Lake Oswego needs a common sense mix of housing choice.
 
If you would like to contact me my contact information is below.
 
Sincerely
 
Herb Koss
 
Herb Koss
Koss Real Estate Development and Investment Co.
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From:
To: Council Distribution
Subject: 2014 Goal for LO City Council
Date: Wednesday, January 08, 2014 12:12:29 PM

Dear Council Members,

We are presently away from our home in LO, so we won't be at your open house tonight - however, we
urge council to continue the effort to remove the sensitive lands curse from private residences with
renewed vigor in this new year.

We are grateful for majority council appreciation of the burden this SL designation makes for
homeowners.

Let's get this albatross off of homeowner's necks, so that in the next elections, we deal with more
positive issues.

Regards,

Larry and Anita Latuszek

Sent from my iPad
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From:
To: COUNCIL
Subject: 2014 Council Priorities
Date: Thursday, January 09, 2014 11:38:34 AM

Councillors,

Here are my comments from your Round Table on City Council priorities for 2014.

Thanks for:

        Progress on selling the WEB
        Improvements for rate payers re LOTWP
        Progress on the Comp Plan
        Progress on the Boones Ferry Road project

Please:

        Inform community about preliminary plans & ideas about large City projects like the Maintenance
Yard and the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  They have been referred to obliquely at CC meetings, but
there has been no real effort to inform the public.  You don’t need to waste time with reports during
the City Council meetings, but it would be very helpful if you’d use your resources like Hello LO or LO
Down to give in-depth updates that can reach the whole community and give residents a chance to ask
questions or make comments before these things get too far along.  This would help avoid the
“surprise” factor when the final plan comes to light—that never seems to work well in this community. 

        Deal with downtown/Highway 43 traffic issues by removing the MMA from the current Comp Plan. 
Tied to this is the issue of allowable density downtown.  Heights of buildings affect the “feel” of our
downtown, but that is a subjective issue.  Issues that can directly affect people’s access to stores and
restaurants and the ability to find parking easily can affect the vigor of downtown and should be
reviewed and revised very carefully.  Residential density is key to making sure the area is not
overwhelmed by traffic problems.  We don’t want people choosing the local malls over our downtown
because we’ve allowed too much residential development in small economic services area.

        Consider using some of the North Anchor properties that the City has already acquired, for
LOCOM, police and courts.  That would free up space in City Hall for Parks & Rec and other
departments leaving the WEB.  In my experience, if an institution (like the City) needs to acquire new
property to fulfill its mission, prices immediately go up since the supplier has the upper hand.  Also,
since the North Anchor is in the East End URA, it means some redevelopment money can be used to
help build a facility there.

        Please find some space for a small library presence in the revitalizing Lake Grove Village area.  It
would be good for the residents, good for the library, and good for the Lake Grove businesses.

Thank you for your consideration,
Maria Meneghin
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January	  8,	  2014	  

To:	  	   Members	  of	  City	  Council	  and	  Lake	  Oswego	  City	  Manager	  

From:	  Cheryl	  Uchida,	  15190	  Quarry	  Road,	  LO	  97035	  

Re:	  	   Community	  Open	  House	  Input	  

I	  apologize	  that	  I	  may	  not	  be	  able	  to	  take	  the	  full	  time	  needed	  to	  give	  input	  for	  this	  evening’s	  
community	  open	  house.	  Waluga	  Neighborhood	  also	  has	  scheduled	  a	  board	  meeting	  for	  tonight.	  
I	  am	  choosing	  to	  submit	  my	  responses	  and	  concerns	  in	  writing	  for	  you	  to	  consider	  as	  you	  are	  
beginning	  to	  set	  your	  goals	  and	  action	  plans	  for	  2014.	  

What	  do	  you	  want	  the	  Council	  to	  focus	  on	  in	  2014?	  

Please	  strongly	  consider	  all	  goals	  outlined	  in	  the	  list	  of	  LONAC	  goals	  for	  2014	  submitted	  &	  
presented	  to	  you	  from	  Jim	  Bolland	  and	  Carolyn	  Krebs.	  This	  list	  accurately	  reflects	  the	  
collective	  input	  from	  the	  membership	  of	  LONAC.	  

In	  addition	  to	  LONAC’s	  list,	  I	  want	  Council	  to	  continue	  to	  focus	  on	  the	  ongoing	  &	  unfinished	  
action	  plans	  that	  you	  set	  for	  yourself	  in	  2013.	  I	  caution	  you	  not	  to	  move	  too	  quickly	  and	  
“recklessly”	  on	  the	  sale	  of	  the	  WEB	  and	  more	  importantly	  the	  rezone	  proposal	  requested	  by	  
the	  current	  buyer,	  Kensington	  Investment	  Group.	  Since	  staff	  (Brant	  Williams)	  has	  been	  
charged	  with	  formulating	  a	  comprehensive	  strategy	  plan	  for	  determining	  how	  to	  best	  utilize	  
public	  property	  and	  facilities,	  I	  request	  that	  you	  carefully	  and	  thoughtfully	  study	  and	  consider	  
the	  results	  of	  this	  plan	  for	  the	  good	  of	  the	  community	  and	  to	  extensively	  gather	  input	  from	  the	  
community	  residents	  and	  property	  owners	  before	  making	  decisions.	  	  	  	  

What	  can	  council	  do	  to	  help	  foster	  the	  things	  that	  make	  LO	  great?	  

Continue	  to	  listen	  and	  consider	  the	  input	  you	  are	  receiving	  from	  neighborhood	  association	  
representatives.	  	  Be	  cautious	  of	  groups	  and	  individuals	  who	  want	  to	  divide	  our	  community	  and	  
politicize	  community	  issues.	  	  

What	  issues	  or	  opportunities	  should	  Council	  keep	  in	  mind	  as	  it	  sets	  goals	  for	  2014	  
and	  beyond?	  

I	  do	  not	  believe	  that	  our	  community	  needs	  to	  focus	  so	  much	  on	  attracting	  more	  people	  to	  move	  
to	  our	  City.	  I	  also	  do	  not	  believe	  that	  the	  projections	  for	  population	  increase	  for	  our	  City	  are	  
accurate.	  So	  actively	  planning	  &	  preparing	  for	  residential	  density	  is	  not	  what	  the	  City	  should	  
be	  focusing	  on	  at	  this	  time.	  

Lastly,	  many	  citizens	  in	  our	  City	  truly	  still	  believe	  the	  open	  houses	  and	  other	  public	  meetings	  
are	  a	  waste	  of	  time	  because	  “they”	  (City	  and	  Council)	  already	  have	  their	  minds	  made	  up.	  You	  
need	  to	  overcome	  and	  solve	  this	  situation	  and	  mentality.	  	  

	  

Thank	  you	  for	  giving	  me	  the	  opportunity	  to	  give	  you	  input	  as	  you	  proceed	  with	  setting	  
your	  Goals/Actions	  Plans	  for	  2014.	  	  Cheryl Uchida 
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From:
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Goal Setting 2014
Date: Thursday, January 09, 2014 5:17:03 PM

Mayor & City Councilors:

Although we were unable to attend the Council open house last night we greatly
appreciate this Councils transparency and open communication.  We also appreciate
the effort made by Council in 2013 to move toward removal of sensitive lands
regulations from private properties who clearly have no significant resource(s) to
protect.

In setting Council goals for 2014 we urge you to again place the sensitive lands
program in the top 5.  The goal should be more clearly defined to complete all major
changes by June, 2014. For far too long our property has been taken with these
onerous regulations that cover a dry utility ditch for the sewer line, which recently
broke forcing the City to do emergency remediation and file a DEQ report on the
surface spillage … so much for sensitive.

Making changes to sensitive lands a definitive goal for 2014 with a definitive
deadline will serve as must do target for staff and a destination that Council can
measure staff progress against.

We look forward to having our property returned to us and urge Council to return all
the misappropriated private property taken by this unfair program back to their
rightful owners in 2014.

Sincerely,
Bob & Michele Thompson
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From:
To: Council Distribution
Subject: LONAC Goals for the City Council for 2014
Date: Thursday, January 09, 2014 5:23:13 PM
Attachments: LONAC Goals for 2014.docx

Dear Mayor and City Councilors,
 
Every year the LONAC membership develops and approves of a list of goals it would like to see the
City Council consider for the new year. The attached file lists (in no particular order) thirteen goals
for the City Council for 2014 that were approved at our January 4 meeting. Last evenings open
house didn’t provide a format where LONAC could present the complete goal document so we are
forwarding it to you through “Council Distribution”. We hope you will consider LONAC’s suggestions
at the January 11 Goal Setting Meeting.
 
Thank you,
 
Carolyn Krebs & Jim Bolland
LONAC Co Chairs
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LONAC Goals for 2014



Continue implementing sound fiscal management policies that are less reliant on debt and that focus on core services.*   Review and prioritize major capital projects for cost feasibility with continued oversight and audit.  Involve the Budget Committee on a regular, ongoing basis. Continue to reduce personnel and PERS costs while improving productivity. * “2013 Programs & Services Inventory”, authored by Jordan Wheeler.



Institute thorough and ongoing review of Lake Oswego - Tigard Water Project on a monthly basis  to allow  the public a clear understanding of project costs, cost overruns, estimates of each City's share of completion costs and revenue sources.   Perform risk analyses with cost/benefit summaries as well as strategies for pending legal issues. Reinstate monthly project oversight committee meetings.



Revise City development codes for commercial, industrial, and mixed use zones to assure development is compatible with surrounding neighborhoods.  Assure transition in building heights, set-backs, and green space is maintained.



Develop and implement key annual performance indicators immediately after goal setting to direct and evaluate the City Manager and City Attorney.



Establish policy requiring the City Manager to update the City Council on goal implementation and major projects on a quarterly (at a minimum) basis.

 

Establish policy that allows the Planning Commission and Development Review Commission to apply conditions of approval when making decisions.



Evaluate all City Boards, Commissions and Committees and Citizen Project Teams to determine if they continue to add value to the City. Ensure representation of all stakeholders and provide for continuous citizen input. As City needs require, propose the  dissolution and/or addition of any Boards, Commissions, Committees or  Project Teams.



Initiate a city Charter amendment requiring voter authorization for high capacity transit projects.



Initiate a city Charter amendment requiring voter approval of proposals to create, expand and/or extend the life of urban renewal districts.



Resolve “Sensitive Lands” issues.



Restore neighborhood planning within current staffing levels.



Commit resources necessary to implement the Lake Grove Village Center Plan.



Notify Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) that the downtown/Foothills MMA has been terminated.













LONAC Goals for 2014 
 
Continue implementing sound fiscal management policies that are less reliant on 
debt and that focus on core services.*   Review and prioritize major capital projects for 
cost feasibility with continued oversight and audit.  Involve the Budget Committee on a 
regular, ongoing basis. Continue to reduce personnel and PERS costs while improving 
productivity. * “2013 Programs & Services Inventory”, authored by Jordan Wheeler. 
 
Institute thorough and ongoing review of Lake Oswego - Tigard Water Project on a 
monthly basis  to allow  the public a clear understanding of project costs, cost 
overruns, estimates of each City's share of completion costs and revenue sources.   
Perform risk analyses with cost/benefit summaries as well as strategies for pending legal 
issues. Reinstate monthly project oversight committee meetings. 
 
Revise City development codes for commercial, industrial, and mixed use zones to 
assure development is compatible with surrounding neighborhoods.  Assure 
transition in building heights, set-backs, and green space is maintained. 
 
Develop and implement key annual performance indicators immediately after goal 
setting to direct and evaluate the City Manager and City Attorney. 
 
Establish policy requiring the City Manager to update the City Council on goal 
implementation and major projects on a quarterly (at a minimum) basis. 
  
Establish policy that allows the Planning Commission and Development Review 
Commission to apply conditions of approval when making decisions. 
 
Evaluate all City Boards, Commissions and Committees and Citizen Project Teams to 
determine if they continue to add value to the City. Ensure representation of all 
stakeholders and provide for continuous citizen input. As City needs require, propose the  
dissolution and/or addition of any Boards, Commissions, Committees or  Project Teams. 
 
Initiate a city Charter amendment requiring voter authorization for high capacity 
transit projects. 
 
Initiate a city Charter amendment requiring voter approval of proposals to create, 
expand and/or extend the life of urban renewal districts. 
 
Resolve “Sensitive Lands” issues. 
 
Restore neighborhood planning within current staffing levels. 
 
Commit resources necessary to implement the Lake Grove Village Center Plan. 
 
Notify Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) that the downtown/Foothills 
MMA has been terminated. 
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As with any public comment process, participation in Open City Hall is voluntary.  The statements in this record are not
necessarily representative of the whole population, nor do they reflect the opinions of any government agency or elected
officials.  

Page 1 of 12

2014 City Council Goal Setting
What do you want the Council to focus on in 2014?

All Statements sorted chronologically

As of January 10, 2014,  2:06 PM http://http://peakdemocracy.com/163266



Introduction

On January 11, the City Council will be meeting to set goals for 2014.  In preparation, the Mayor and
Council is inviting the community to participate and provide input via open City Hall and at an informal
Open House and Community Reception.

On January 8, the City Council will host an Open House and Community Reception from 5:30 p.m. to
7:30 p.m. in the Willamette Room at the West End Building.  Rather than formal testimony, the
Council invites you to drop in, visit with Councilors in a relaxed setting at round tables, have a treat,
and share your thoughts for the upcoming year.

What do you want the Council to focus on in 2014?

What can they do to help foster the things that make Lake Oswego great?

What issues or opportunities should the Council keep in mind as they set goals for 2014 and beyond?
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As of January 10, 2014,  2:06 PM, this forum had:
Attendees: 99
Participants: 22
Hours of Public Comment: 1.4

27 participants posted Statements
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Carolyne Jones inside Glenmorrie January  8, 2014,  3:57 PM

I would like Council to resolve the Sensitive Lands issues in 2014.  
It is against the usual practices of environmental professionals like ESA Vigil-Agrimis to remove
environmental regulations, instead, they usually seek more regulation.  It is important that there is a
clear understanding, that the goal here is to remove and not to create more regulations on private
property.  
City staff has been over zealous on numerous occasions in applying the SL Regulations.  Just as we
have seen in their reluctance to change the language of the Comp Plan, I expect resistence to SL
changes.  I would like to see staff held
accountable through Council oversight.   One example, is the Code Streamling process, which is
being used by staff to create new codes, rather than to just make the codes user friendly.   The Non-
conforming Use Section, which is about 1/2 page in the existing code, has been spun into over 50
pages and Sensitive Lands have been integrated in, which will likely create more hardship for SL
owners in their ability to get loans and homeowners insurance.   I would like Council to look at the
non-conforming issue and determine if it is really necessary to apply that to SL.  When the Code
Streamlining draft issue was before the Planning Commission last Spring, Jim Johnson mentioned
twice that the primary purpose of non-conforming use was for the City to eventually take over those
properties.  If that is the case, I would like to see staff receive some training in ethics and the property
rights of citizens. 
Similarly, I would like Council to address the issue of who has the authority to create new codes,
what the process should be in their creation, and what role citizens have in the process.  There has
been a continual stream of new codes for SL for the past 4-5 years and many of those code changes
have come in large packets of information.  With information overload it becomes difficult to detect the
subtle nuances that the codes changes bring forth. 
Overall, I have felt extremely satisfied with what Council accomplished in 3013 and
I would like thank you for all the time you have invested.

Name not shown inside Mountain Park January  8, 2014, 10:51 AM

Reduce the size of the Wizer block project.  It's way too big and will forever change the village feel of
LO.  It will only be the start of over development in our city. 
Get rid of sensitive lands. Property owners will do a better job of taking care of the property they paid
for. 
Look at reducing city staff and outsourcing some things.  And please do some customer service
training for those employees.  They are so arrogant whenever I call with a question.  They act like they
they are doing me a favor to answer a question.
I would like to see the "Stack and Pack" direction Lo is going towards changed to keeping our nice
small town small. Going forward I don't want us to become another Beaverton, Portland or Wilsonville
with all the small condos, town homes,  and mini malls.  We have a lot of charm in this town.  Lets
keep it. 
Look at our (do say) ratio and how much we spend on constant development planning. Seems like we
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spend too much and get too little in return. 

Janice Cockrell inside Oak Creek January  8, 2014,  7:05 AM

Would it be possible to put a traffic circle at the intersection of Iron Mt Blvd, Country Club, and 4th
Avenue? I think it would ease traffic congestion as well as confusion over the right of way.

David Amonson inside Westlake January  7, 2014,  7:06 PM

Lake Oswego should retain the West End Building.  It is well located and has the ability for expansion.

Lake Oswego should reconsider the trolley to Portland.  It could act as a traffic congestion reliever.

Lake Oswego should enact reasonable guidelines to preserve the historic nature of the older parts of
the city.  Unfortunately, the small cottages continue to be torn down to build new houses.  Row houses
should be limited.

I also wish to note that I am pleased with the Lake Oswego Police Department and the Lake Oswego
Fire Department.  Both organizations deserve all the support that we can give them.

Peter Goodkin inside McVey-South Shore January  7, 2014,  5:29 PM

Please start the planning process to connect LO with Milwaukie/Gladstone via a ped/bike bridge.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Palisades January  7, 2014, 12:24 PM

The city has been handed an opportunity to hold onto the WEB property and reconsider its
usefulness. I think it would make an ideal government center, housing City Hall, police and
emergency services. There is no compelling reason for those to remain on A Avenue but there is
plenty of evidence that the undersized and structurally challenged current City Hall will need attention
soon. Many of us were rightfully disappointed by the way the WEB property was purchased and
because of that it has been a dividing issue in this city for years. But it's a fact that the property has
merits. It's large, relatively central (in a town with a huge lake in its center) and we already own it.
There is no merit in a spite sale. Let's put it to use in a way that's compatible with its neighbors and
beneficial to all of us.

I'd also like the Council to consider putting the new indoor tennis center back on track. Just a
reminder - this project pays for itself with user fees, not tax dollars. Our leadership should stand
behind projects like this that don't drain our resources. Hold it up as an example of responsible city
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government. Many LO residents have suggested new city offerings. They could truly learn from the
tennis supporters how to study the need and find a solution without creating a burden.

I wish the very best for our Council in 2014. This is an opinionated city and I hope you can see
beyond the clamor and letters to the editor that your efforts, while not always agreed upon by every
single resident, are very much appreciated.

Tracy Chapman inside Hallinan January  7, 2014, 10:30 AM

I don't know if we should sell the WEB building or not - but I do think we need space to keep the
amazing Teen Lounge open (especially for our Jr High students to have a safe place to go after
school), and I also think we need more community facilities and services - and the WEB building
seems like a perfect place for so many of them (library, adult community center, health and wellness
services, community gardens, farmers market, classes, technical training/job readiness programs,
tennis, a play structure / park area, outdoor and indoor exercise areas, a place to skateboard thats
also for beginning skaters, a water feature we could all get wet in during the summer - maybe a pool
that also has an adults only swim area, and hot tubs / saunas??)  If not at the WEB (although that
building seems most accessible), maybe our empty elementary school buildings could support some
of these functions. 

I think it would be fantastic to have a dedicated bus or trolley that goes all the way around the LO
area, especially as we improve Boones Ferry and other places people want to access.  It would be
great to be able to leave cars at home when enjoying local businesses, parks and events, and it would
allow our kids and seniors to have easier access to various locations around town (instead of having
to take two or three city buses).

I am concerned about parking and traffic issues related to the Wizer block development, and also the
fact that they are only aiming to provide "high end" housing. We need to be more sensitive to making
our community accessible to more people. Could 20% of the building be moderately priced? 

I'm all for the Foothills plan and would love to see it happen. 

I'd like to see some branches cut back from all the trees that overhang between McVey and Burnham
Rd - they seem like they will easily fall in a windstorm, and they block both sunlight and streetlights
when you are walking that stretch. 

Why would we plan to tear down the only hotel we have in the State St area for more park land?  If I
understand correctly, that is in the works, but Sundeleaf and Millenium already seem plenty big
enough, and I really think we need the option of a local hotel. If it has to come down, then we should
build another one somewhere close by. 

Would it ever be possible to connect a walkway between George Rogers Park and Foothills Park?
Can we find a place to do kayak/sup rentals and storage facilities along the river? Maybe another
"beach/swim" area too?

2014 City Council Goal Setting
What do you want the Council to focus on in 2014?

Page 6 of 12All Statements sorted chronologically

As of January 10, 2014,  2:06 PM http://http://peakdemocracy.com/1632 71



Please improve safety for dropping off kids in the morning  at LOJ. It is not a good situation right now
at all. 

Iron Mtn/Country Club Rd intersection also needs safety improvement. 

Thx for asking / listening!! 

Name not shown inside First Addition January  6, 2014,  5:53 PM

I would like the City of Lake Oswego to ban leaf blowers. Many responsible communities in the U.S.
have already done so.

Noise pollution is a serious and increasing problem in Oregon.   Leaf blowers are inefficient,
unnecessary, and create excessive noise as well as air pollution.  Most Lake Oswego residents are
fortunate not to live in close proximity to a major Freeway, and value the peace of mind and tranquility
this offers. only to be assaulted with the racket these over-used devices create.  

If it is not possible to institute a total ban on leaf blowers, I would like to request that the Council ban
their use on weekends before Noon. Many Lake Oswego residents like to enjoy peaceful weekend
mornings with their families, or perhaps sleeping in, and this is impossible with the intrusive noise
created by these devices. Additionally, I would like this statute to apply to pressure washers and lawn
mowers, or any other power tool which creates noise. I would also like to add a restriction that any
device which creates noise in excess of 50 db cannot be used continuously in excess of 1/2 hour, and
must remain off for 1/2 hour before it is re-started. 

I believe these regulations will maintain and contribute to the peaceful nature of Lake Oswego, and
help to make our community an appealing place in which to live as well as set an example for other
cities to follow.

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Forest Highlands January  6, 2014,  3:15 PM

Please address the increasingly dangerous intersection at Country Club/Iron Mountain/etc (5
corners?) or as I like to call it Kamakaze corner.  I live in Red Fox Hills and on numerous occasions I
have had to wait while several cars on Country Club bullied their way thru the intersection leaving cars
and pedestrians coming from the side streets stranded and when I finally saw an opportunity to cross
the intersection cars from Country Club have almost hit me.

2 Supporters

January  6, 2014, 10:23 AM

1. Improve street lighting and increase sidewalks.

2014 City Council Goal Setting
What do you want the Council to focus on in 2014?

Page 7 of 12All Statements sorted chronologically

As of January 10, 2014,  2:06 PM http://http://peakdemocracy.com/163272



2. Plan for limited lake access since the time for public access is coming and formulating a plan now
rather than later makes sense.
3.Update the library and open a new branch.
4.Attract younger residents with new and affordable housing and dining and entertainment options. 
5.Push for improved technology and language programs in our schools so we attract families and
students who will want to reside in L.O.

Thank you,

Randy Zmrhal inside Lakewood December 27, 2013,  5:53 PM

1. Conclude the sale of the WEB. Get the planning commission and City Council on same page and
move it forward. 
2. Resolve sensitive land issues; let the property owners decide what is best for their property. Relax
tree cutting ordinances; LO has too many trees.
3. Get a realistic street maintenance plan in place and then execute to the plan. Set milestones and
report to the public on progress to the plan. 
4. Continue to analyze costs of the city government; not only current costs, but also the obligations of
the PERS situation. What are the costs to provide the different services? How do we compare to the
best practices in other cities? Be open to outsourcing and other ideas to reduce costs. 
5. Get expert oversight to manage the huge water project. 
6. Stay with the basics; stay focused; get things done!!

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Lake Forest December 26, 2013,  3:02 PM

Please keep the West End Building and consider:
World Class Library and Media Center. -  we as a community support  knowledge and education and
our library system shoud reflect that.  Having a World Class Library near the entrance of our city, as
opposed to having the likes of a cookie cutter hotel and all that brings (just take a look at the blotter
lately) will be a strong statement about our commitment to community and education.  
Tennis Courts -  our community appreciates the benefits of physical activity and tennis is a part of that
for a portion of citizens.  
Disc Golf  -  a sport that is getting popular with young adults, encourages community interaction and
is easy to learn and play for all skill levels. And start up costs are very minimal.  
West End Wednesday Farmers Market -  even throughout the recession, farmers markets were
thriving.  They continue to do so as people learn more and more about the importance of good
nutrition.  A weekday market  could  draw shoppers from the area that are employed but not
necessarily living here,  but would now be spending thier hard earned food dollars locally.  And don't
forget that market farmers are small business owners in our state.
Community Gardens - for the homeowners in the area on small lots who would like to share the
benefits of gardening with their families.
Food Preservation Facility -  to preserve the bounty from either the market or the community gardens.
There is a large portion of our community who are food preservationists and it would be a great

2014 City Council Goal Setting
What do you want the Council to focus on in 2014?

Page 8 of 12All Statements sorted chronologically

As of January 10, 2014,  2:06 PM http://http://peakdemocracy.com/1632 73



benefit to have a local facility.

Would also like to see the Carman Dr. Historic Home preserved.  This great community was founded
by hard working, creative folks with imagination for a great future. We should preserve that history.
There is very little of it left.  

Allow a Honeybee Swarm Catch Box and Hive Installation at Luscher Farms.  A group of ladies in the
Lakeridge 2013 class wanted to do an installation for a Senior Community Project to share the
wonderful world of pollinators and there benefits to our food chain.  
They were denied.  
If you can't have a beehive on a farm for heavens sake, where can you have one?

Best of Luck in the New Year!

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Lake Grove December 20, 2013,  3:36 PM

Please reconsider selling the WEB. It is an ideal investment for LO where appropriately zoned
property is becoming scarce, and where services could be easily accessed in a centrally located
commercial zone. FAN residents should be chomping to get the highly used library and adult
community center out of their neighborhood to ease traffic problems. And I would feel safer driving on
roads wide enough to handle a lane of traffic going both ways. 

Since the population of LO is ever aging (median age is 47+, highest of all surrounding areas), more
emphasis should be providing an older-friendly community. The LOACC needs to be challenged to
provide a more vibrant, user-friendly atmosphere. The number, variety and usage of activities has
declined over the last several years, the direct opposite of what should be happening. The facility itself
is questionably accessible with only one wheelchair usable restroom. 

I think the advisory boards are an excellent way to provide you with citizen input. I do wonder if all of
the concerns of our community are covered by the current advisory board structure. When I look at
the minutes of their meetings when they are actually posted on the city web site, it seems they are
mostly an empty processes, a venue for current city leaders to tote their accomplishments and try to
garner support for some of their over ambitious plans for LO. Advisory boards should be looking
closely at what is really happening in LO concerning their topic, getting public input and advocating
the popular view to the city. If advisory boards were being used properly, we probably could have
avoided years of Foothills redevelopment talk, inappropriately purchased properties, and such a great
political swing every couple of years.

Of coarse, a carefully thought out balanced budget is always important with care not to increase
property taxes without good reason. Additionally, the everyday costs of city services need to be kept
at an affordable amount for new families coming in and for those of us who are on fixed incomes.  

Thank you for asking what we residents deem important.
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1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Palisades December 19, 2013, 12:32 AM

Move toward a self-sustaining system where property owners, renters, youth groups, neighborhoods,
local businesses, etc. can participate in the community in a variety of ways.  Empower people who
live/work/play in LO to take ownership of what makes our city great.

Name not shown inside McVey-South Shore December 18, 2013,  9:13 PM

Time to unload the WEB.  Don't spend needed dollars on low priority items  such as indoor tennis
center. Consider banning gas powered leaf- grass blowers, a huge cause of noise pollution. Other
cities have done so.  Keep Wizer block project in keeping with  scale of existing structures.

December 18, 2013,  5:34 PM

1.  Sell WEB to private developer
2. Support Wizer redevelopment project  plan
3. Move new library forward
4. Encourage more 'community building' activities--neighbor to neighbor--

December 18, 2013,  5:05 PM

The city sorely needs an aquatic center.

Name not shown inside Lakeview-Summit December 18, 2013,  3:08 PM

- ensure that water plant project stays on track re cost!
- wherever streets are being opened ensure that utility lines are laid underground.
priority 1: Iron Maountain Rd
- "Wizer Block": ensure that new building concept will not reduce availability of parking spaces and will
not impact rush hour traffic too severely

1 Supporter

Gerry Good inside Evergreen December 18, 2013,  2:54 PM

1. Reduce the operating cost of city government through various cost reduction strategies including
out sourcing, headcount reduction, etc.

2014 City Council Goal Setting
What do you want the Council to focus on in 2014?

Page 10 of 12All Statements sorted chronologically

As of January 10, 2014,  2:06 PM http://http://peakdemocracy.com/1632 75



2. Make city staff more responsive to citizen needs like improving roads instead of allowing them to
shift priorities to things like street lights
3. Require City Boards and Commissions to review their charters with supporting staff and adhere to
their duties in 2014.
4. Continue to do things in manageable phases so City debt is not increased. Sell the WEB, do
Boones Ferry in phases, etc.
5. Resolve sensitive lands/private property issues
6. Put in place a street maintenance program and follow it.
7. Appoint an Engineer as chair of the LOTWP Review Committee
8. Require a report from the City Manager quarterly on how staff is implementing Council priorities

1 Supporter

Robert LeChevallier inside Forest Highlands December 18, 2013,  1:34 PM

1) Complete the work on the Boones Ferry Road Project that the voters approved using the urban
renewal district bonding capacity if required.  The road is not safe whether you are a motorist,
pedestrian or cyclist.  Continue the redevelopment of our downtown core including the Wizer project
and selling the North Anchor project to qualified developer.  Continue the high quality of the amenities
in our community which make attractive and liveable, Farmers market, street art, community events.

2 Supporters

December 18, 2013, 12:10 PM

Lake Oswego needs to take responsibility for the northern end of Stafford Triangle. It needs to be able
to be planned by us and,use "all" the property "we" bought for recreation and not have all of our
money/land tied up in a dog run and some corn!! Lake Oswego cannot do anything with our land until
it is out of EFU---so stop misleading the Citizens and make a positive stand/commitment to
Administer/plan (at least) the area that  is the current defined/committed Lake Oswego Service Area.
Thank you,  Charles Hoff

December 18, 2013, 11:43 AM

THe important things for Government to accomplish are 1) public safety (police, fire, ambulance) and
2) infrastructure (roads, walkways, etc.).  Government should not be in the business of "business",
which should be left to the private sector.  Government should get out of the way individual property
rights.

Darrel Young inside Oak Creek December 18, 2013, 11:15 AM

The Council should reconsider sale of the WEB.  At the very least, it should open up communication
about plans for needed city services if the WEB is eventually sold.  If citizens could be convinced that
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reasonable plans are in place to address the need for upgraded facilities and services without the
WEB then I'm sure the stubborn group of us that resist the WEB sale would soften.

1 Supporter

December 18, 2013, 11:10 AM

We need a ban on amplified outdoor singing at Mahur's Pub on 4t st. that goes on 4 or 5 nights a
week in warmer months.

Name not shown inside Lakewood December 18, 2013, 11:08 AM

I am hopeful that the City Council will make it possible to improve the availability of indoor tennis
courts by approving proceeding with the new tennis facility.  The building of this costs the taxpayers
nothing, but it improves the liveability of Lake Oswego for the 17% of the population who play tennis.
These players are willing to pay for the structure by paying court fees, so there is no reason to put this
on the "back burner".

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Bryant December 18, 2013, 10:39 AM

1.Complete the sale of the WEB building.
2. Listen to the majority and use your influence to try and reduce the size of of the Wizer project.  This
may be hard to do if the plans fall within the zoning rules.  Nobody could stop Walmart from moving in
because it fell within the zoning codes.
3. Keep up the good work on the roads and parks.
4. Make our city government more efficient.  We have way too many employees for the amount of
people in L.O.
5. Do some projections on our PERS costs in the future.  A lot of cities are having financial problems
and this is the main reason.  They didn't plan for the future retirement costs of their employees.
6. Do you have any plans for the vacant schools we now have?

3 Supporters

December 17, 2013,  9:31 AM

It is time for Lake Oswego to focus on our pool facility.  City leaders need to recognize how many Lake
Oswego residents and outside community members of all ages use this facility on a daily basis. It
would be interesting to research and compare neighboring pool facilities (Tualatin Hills) and how
much money they bring to city coffers. We have an impressive history of swimming in this community
and it is time to start to capitalize on this important legacy.  The showers, lockers, maintenance and
air circulation in our current facility are all lacking and need immediate attention.
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