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The Elegant Universe : Superstrings, 

Hidden Dimensions, and the Quest 

for the Ultimate Theory  

by Brian Greene 

In this brilliantly articulated and refreshingly 

clear book, Greene relates the scientific 

story and the human struggle behind   

twentieth-century physics' search for a  

theory of everything. 

539.7258 Greene 

 

The Orchid Thief  

by Susan Orlean  

A modern classic of personal journalism, 

The Orchid Thief is Susan Orlean’s wickedly 

funny, elegant, and captivating tale of an 

amazing obsession. 

635.9344 Orlean 

 

I Have Landed : the End of a  

Beginning in Natural History  

by Stephen Jay Gould 

The tenth and final collection of essays 

based on Gould’s remarkable series for 

Natural History magazine.  An intellectually 

thrilling journey into the nature of scientific 

discovery and the most personal book he 

has ever published. 

578 Gould 
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Big Bang : the Origin of the Universe 

by Simon Singh 

Writing in a manner that almost any reader 

will understand and enjoy, best-selling    

author Singh (Fermat's Enigma) here      

presents a brief history of the origins of the 

universe, taking on the most important   

scientific theory ever postulated.  

523.18 Singh 

 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 

by Rebecca Skloot 

Intimate in feeling, astonishing in scope, and 

impossible to put down, Skloot captures 

the beauty and drama of scientific          

discovery, as well as its human              

consequences.  

921 Lacks 

 

Arctic Dreams : Imagination and    

Desire in a Northern Landscape  

by Barry Lopez 

Set amidst the shimmering seas of     

Northern ice, Arctic Dreams leads readers 

on a journey of the mind and heart into a 

place that grips the imagination and        

invigorates the soul.  

919.8 Lopez 

The Road to Reality : a Complete 

Guide to the Laws of the Universe  

by Roger Penrose  

From one of our greatest living scientists, a 

magnificent book that provides, for the   

serious lay reader, the most comprehensive 

and sophisticated account we have yet had 

of the physical universe and the essentials 

of its underlying mathematical theory.  

530.1 Penrose 

 

A Primate's Memoir  

by Robert M. Sapolsky 

In this passionate and humorous memoir, 

Stanford professor Sapolsky tells what it's 

like to spend 20 years studying and living 

amidst a troop of baboons.  

599.865 Sapolsky 

 

The Map that Changed the World : 

William Smith and the Birth of    

Modern Geology  

by Simon Winchester 

The fascinating story of William Smith, the 

orphaned son of an English country     

blacksmith, who became obsessed with  

creating the world's first geological map and 

ultimately became the father of modern      

geology.  

550.92 Winchester 

A Short History of Nearly Everything 

by Bill Bryson 

A dazzling quest and intellectual odyssey of 

a lifetime, Bryson  attempts to understand 

everything that has transpired from the Big 

Bang to the rise of civilization.  

500 Bryson 

 

Songbird Journeys : Four Seasons in 

the Lives of Migratory Birds  

by Miyoko Chu 

Chu explores the intricacies underlying the 

ebb and flow of migration, the cycle of   

seasons, and the interconnectedness      

between distant places.  

598.252 Chu 

 

Chances Are-- : Adventures in       

Probability 

by Michael Kaplan and Ellen Kaplan 

Combining philosophical and historical 

background with portraits of the men and 

women who command the forces of    

probability, this engaging, wide-ranging, and 

clearly written volume will be welcomed 

not only by the proven audiences for  

popular books like E=MC2 and The Golden 

Ratio, but by anyone interested in the 

workings of fate. 

519.2 Kaplan 


