“A VERrRY PEcuLIAR Bopy oF OrE”

During the 27 years that the mines were worked, ownership
of the company changed twice. In 1878 it was acquired
by the Oswego Iron Company and in 1882 it was sold and
reincorporated as the Oregon Iron & Steel Company. Mining
ceased in 1894 when mounting debts, compounded by a
national economic crisis, forced the furnace to shut down.
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*Raphael Pumpelly, Report on the Mining Industries of the United States, Washington, D. C.: Government Printing Office, 1886.

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO
Osweco IroN HErRITAGE TRAIL
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: The Oswego Iron Heritage Trail is a walking route
The hiking path now called the Iron Mountain Trail was built as a wagon road from the mine to the ;”Zs’t’ff“‘if;i;fi;‘iﬁfii;ff ;ZZ;.;%Z‘EZ;? ZI:Z,;:: o
{1355 urnace in 1878 by the Oswego Iron Company. C. W. Burrage, a Portland surveyor, laid out the route. ining and iron making in nineteenth century Oswegs.

Before the road was built, ore was winched up the side of the mountain and hauled to the furnace by a © Prosser Mine Site
roundabout route. In 1880, the wagons were replaced with a narrow gauge railroad. Slag from the furnace 2 Ehevceen B S

. . .. . .. . . 6 Pipe Foundry Site
was used to grade the road and pieces can still be seen, glinting like black obsidian, in the trail. @ 1555 Iron Furnace Site

© Worker’s Cottage
@ 1866 Iron Furnace
@) Oswego Pioneer Cemetery

By 1892 the mining crew consisted of fifty to sixty men who
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extracted 150 to 175 tons a day. Four of the miners in the
photo are holding wrought iron candlesticks known as “Sticking

Tommies.” The pointed end could be stuck into a rock crevice
or wooden beam. An 1893 explosion at the mine illustrates the
danger of working around dynamite with candles and oil lamps.
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:‘W Bty i I .rt miner’s headlamp fell into a box of dynamite caps. One of the
S Y RIGENL B 22 0% men lost his right hand. The miners worked in pairs and were paid $1.00 a carload. Two men typically
mined six loads a day, about twenty tons. If the tunneling was very difficult, they were paid wages to insure

they made at least $3.50 a day.
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Left: 'Two views of the Prosser Mines and the railroad on Iron Mountain. From a Supplement to the West Shore magazine, 1888. 6$°/ 0 1/4 1/2 Mile
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OSWEGO PIONEER CEMETERY

Right: Miners pose in front of the mine holding their candlesticks. 'The man second from right is believed to be James H. Pomeroy, Superintendent & / :
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of the Mine. Courtesy of the Lake Oswego Public Library




