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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Ad Hoc Tree Committee Action Minutes 

August 17, 2015 

 

Alan Flum, Chair called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

Members present:   Chair Alan Flum, Vice-Chair Mike Buck, Sylvia Ackerman, Sarah Asby, Frank 
Cable, Dianne Cassidy, Craig Chisholm, Andy Clark, Margaret Hepziban, Amy 
Holbrook, John Huffman, Carol Ihlenburg, Lois Isbell, Paul Lyons, Dave Marx, 
Tracy Marx, Kevin Meckel, Suzanne Meckel, Sandra Pleasants, David 
Rudawitz, Linda Rudawitz, Laurie Schneider, David Short, Margret Short, 
Cheryl Uchida, Stephanie Wagner and Stacy Yost. 

Staff present:    Jessica Numanoglu, Senior Planner and Morgan Holen, City Contract Arborist;  

 
WELCOME 
Jessica Numanoglu took roll call and Chair Flum welcomed the group and provided an overview of 
the meeting procedure. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chair Flum opened up the floor for public comment and two people provided comments. The first 
person urged the Committee to consider potential long-term drought issues and the conflicts 
between trees and utilities (particularly trimming by utility companies) when amending the Tree 
Code. The other person observed that the public is very interested in the Tree Code Review 
Project and that there are a wide range of views and opinions on the issue of tree regulation.  
 
DISCUSSION ON POLICY ISSUES 
 
Chair Flum gave an overview of the “Top Five Issues and Comments” report that was compiled by 
the Chair and Committee members Mike Buck, John Huffman, and Sandy Pleasants. The report 
compiles the top policy issues submitted by Committee members and organizes them into 16 main 
categories. 
 
Each Committee member was given an opportunity to speak for two minutes about the policy 
issues they felt were most important for the Committee to address in the project. 
 
VOTE ON POLICY ISSUES 
 
After the discussion on the policy issues concluded, the Committee voted on each of the 16 policy 
issues categories to determine which of the policy issues that the Committee would address in the 
project. The Committee voted “yes” or “no” on each policy issue category. If the majority of the 
Committee voted “yes”, then that category was selected to be addressed in the project. If the 
majority of the Committee voted “no”, then the category was dropped. 
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The majority of Committee members present voted “yes” on the following nine policy issue 
categories, in no particular order: 

• Adjust Code for Type 1 and Type II tree permits 
• Administration of Tree regulations 
• Building Code and Tree Code compatibility 
• Dead, hazard and Emergency trees 
• Development standards 
• Heritage or significant trees 
• Mitigation 
• Science-based 
• Sustainability and ecosystem 

 
The majority of Committee members present voted “no” on the other seven policy issue categories 
(Abuse of Process, Canopy and Volume, Education, Neighborhood-specific, Property Rights, 
Removal for Potential Impact on Residence, and View). 
 
The Committee then discussed whether some of the nine selected policy categories could be 
combined because they covered related topics. Motions were made by three Committee members 
that would combine certain policy categories together. The Committee then voted on the three 
motions and leaving all the original nine categories as is. The motion that passed was to combine 
the issues into seven main policy categories. The final policy issues categories selected by the 
Committee are as follows (in no particular order): 
 

• Adjust Code for Type I and II tree permits 
• Dead, hazard and Emergency trees 
• Building/development Code and Tree Code compatibility 
• Heritage and significant trees 
• Mitigation 
• Administration of Tree Code 
• Science-based/Sustainability and ecosystems 

 
WORK PLAN 
Chair Flum invited Committee members to speak for up to two minutes on how to address the 
selected policy issues over the course of the project. He asked the Committee to consider whether 
to break up into small discussion groups to investigate the policy issues or to work on them 
together as one group, which would involve more meetings. 
 
The Committee had a discussion on the options for addressing the policy issues and voted to 
investigate the policy issues as one group and to have more meetings. 
 

EXTENSION OF COMMITTEE’S TERM 

Chair Flum asked committee members to vote on whether to request more time from the City 
Council to complete the project. There was a discussion, then a vote and the majority of members 
present voted to request more time from the City Council. 
 
SELECTION OF TOPIC FOR NEXT MEETING 
 
Chair Flum asked Committee members to discuss which policy issue category to discuss at the 
next meeting. There was a motion to discuss the Science-based/Sustainability and ecosystems 
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policy category at the next meeting, which passed with the majority of members present voting to 
select that issue. 
 
There was general agreement from the Committee that the next meeting would be scheduled for 
August 31, 2015 from 6-9pm. 
 
FIELD TRIP 
 
Committee member Craig Chisholm provided an overview of a field trip that he was organizing for 
the evening of Thursday, September 10th, to observe some scientific aspects of Lake Oswego’s 
urban forest. The field trip would be in the First Addition-Forest Hills neighborhood and George 
Rogers Park. Attendance at the field trip would be voluntary. 
 
The Committee asked questions and had a brief discussion of the proposed field trip. A motion was 
made to allow the voluntary field trip, which passed by a majority of the members present. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Jessica Numanoglu 
Senior Planner 

 


