
September 22, 2008 
 
City of Lake Oswego Planning Commission 
380 A Avenue 
Lake Oswego, OR  97034 
 
Dear Members of the Lake Oswego Planning Commission: 
 
We have been advised that our property at 18711 Westview Dr. is going to be recommended by the City 
of Lake Oswego Planning Department to be designated as “sensitive lands” when the maps are updated.  
While we have several concerns about this, we have been told that comments are not being taken on the 
updated maps at this time; but that the process has been shifted and code amendments are now the 
primary focus.  So, here are our concerns about the sensitive lands code amendment project: 
 

1)  The content of the Code is very difficult for a non-attorney to decipher.  We believe it is the 
City’s responsibility to make the situation crystal clear to those who are impacted by the code.  
What is in the code and how does it impact property owners?  Tell us clearly and completely so 
that there are no misunderstandings as people try to decipher it on their own.  A suggestion would 
be for the City to give the code to impartial land-use attorneys/planners and have an open meeting 
for residents to hear their assessment of the code and ask questions.  While this will result in 
additional time and expense, it would seem worth it to provide clarity and show the process to be 
open and more considerate of citizens. 

 
2)  The process is feeling rushed.  While we understand that this code update must feel like old 

news to those of you working on it, we just received the yellow 2-page notice about it in late 
August.  Given all the recent issues and conflict in our City, we suggest slowing this process 
down until residents are clear on changes and the community is well informed on the issue of 
sensitive lands and the City’s code. 

 
3) The City is revising sensitive land code without making it fully known which properties will 

be added to the maps.  Changing code and then informing residents that their property is part of 
the sensitive lands map doesn’t give those who will be impacted the opportunity to give input.  
While we know our property was on the map at the March 6, 2008 meeting, there may still be 
properties added and those property owners are not getting the chance to give input.  This does 
not seem fair and above board. 

 
4) The City has acknowledged that the sensitive lands code could reduce the value of property 

yet there is no plan to compensate property owners for this loss forced on them by the City.  
To us, this is a particularly key issue for an already existing home versus undeveloped land.  

 
We hope you will give these concerns serious consideration and ensure that the code content and its 
ramifications are made clearer to property owners; and that the process of both amending the code and 
selecting properties, is done in a manner that is transparent and considerate of citizens. 
 
Thank you, 
Mike and Lauren Hughes 
18711 Westview Dr. 
Lake Oswego, OR  97034 
(503) 638-0665 
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