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From: Jonna Papaefthimiou, AICP, Natural Resources Planner 
Date:   July 2, 2009 
Subject: Recommendation to Withdraw LU 08-0051(B) 
 
 
Summary 
This memo outlines steps taken to modify the Sensitive Lands chapter of the Community 
Development Code, briefly reviews the changes made so far, and recommends that other 
changes initially proposed under LU 08-0051 be withdrawn.  Staff anticipates that new 
changes will come from staff consultation with a “Second Look” technical advisory 
group.  Staff expects to return to the Commission with Second Look results in 2010. 
 
Discussion 
In September, 2008, the Planning Commission opened hearings on LU 08-0051 through LU 
08-0054.  Together, these changes represented a regular “housekeeping” update of the City’s 
Development Code.  LU 08-0051 specifically addressed the Sensitive Lands chapter, and 
included a large number of proposed changes.  The purposes of the proposed amendments 
were to:  correct errors, eliminate text ambiguity, clarify code text so that it reflected existing 
interpretations, and make substantive changes to improve implementation of Lake Oswego 
Comprehensive Plan Goals 5 and 6 and comply with State Land Use Goals 5 and 6 and 
Metro Functional Plan Titles 3 and 13. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the changes proposed in LU 08-0051 at their meetings 
in September, October, and November, 2008.  In the course of their discussions, the 
proposed changes were divided into three parts: LU 08-0051(A) included changes to correct 
errors, eliminate ambiguities in language and graphics, reflect existing interpretations, 
simplify the review of very small projects, and come into compliance with Metro Title 3.  LU 
08-0051(B) included all policy-related code changes except setback modifications, and LU 
08-0051(C) addressed setback modifications only.  In December the Commission 
recommended LU 08-0051(A) to the City Council.  All other changes were postponed for 
further discussion.  In January and February 2008, the Planning Commission held further 
deliberations on LU 08-0051(C) and made a recommendation to place dimensional limits on 
the setback modifications that are allowed on properties with a Sensitive Lands zoning 
overlay.  The Commission did not further discuss LU 08-0051(B). 
 
In May 2009, the Lake Oswego City Council adopted LU 08-0051(A), the housekeeping 
amendments, together with one additional change to allow homeowners to replace non-
conforming single-family dwellings located within Sensitive Lands areas if they are destroyed 
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by circumstances outside the owner’s control.  The Commission recommendation regarding 
LU 08-0051(C), setback modifications, has not yet been scheduled for a City Council agenda. 
 
In the interim, however, the Council has held 4 additional study sessions on Sensitive Lands 
issues, and indicated that they are interested in a “second look” at this chapter, with the 
specific goals of increasing flexibility for landowners while maintaining the City’s existing 
level of environmental protection, and meeting state and regional standards.  Staff is in the 
process of developing a technical advisory group to assist in this review.  We anticipate that 
the group will convene in September, 2009, and that a Planning Commission member will 
participate in the effort. 
 
Recommendation 
Staff recommends the remaining code changes in LU 08-0051(B) be withdrawn and the 
public hearing on this topic closed. 
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