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Memorandum 

 
TO: Mayor Jack Hoffman and the City Council 
 
FROM: Planning Commission 
 
DATE: January 11, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Design Handbook for Infill Development 
 
 
On December 14, the Planning Commission reopened the public hearing 
regarding infill development.  At the hearing, citizens provided testimony 
regarding the continued need for the creation of an infill design handbook for 
residential development in Lake Oswego. 
 
The infill design handbook is envisioned to be a guidebook that outlines the 
best ways to design and develop new homes in a manner that is respectful of 
neighboring homes and properties.  The handbook would include a series of 
photographs and illustrations that depict examples of the types of homes that 
would fit well in Lake Oswego.  It is anticipated that the handbook would 
include different types of housing and suggestions for different 
neighborhoods.  For example, a house that may fit well in a 1970s Palisades 
neighborhood would not necessarily fit well in the First Addition 
neighborhood.  The handbook would help explain how size, scale, design, 
and privacy are important in making a home fit in. 
 
The Planning Commission sees the development of the design handbook as 
an important step in addressing community concerns about compatibility.  
The handbook would be a proactive tool, encouraging good design early in 
the development process.  In addition, the handbook would bring into clear 
focus the widely ranging design issues of our neighborhoods and provide 
guidance in their planning efforts. 
 
The handbook is a concept that was originally suggested during the 2001-
2003 infill code project and based on testimony to the Planning Commission, 
seven years later, the community is still interested in seeing this handbook 
developed.  The 2009-10 infill code amendments will be coming forward soon 
to Council for adoption, and so the time is right to initiate and complete this 
project.  Therefore, the Planning Commission is requesting that the City 
Council make the preparation of an infill handbook a City priority for 2010. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our request. EXHIBIT F-17 
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