
From: Lisa T. Hunt [mailto:lisat.hunt@gmail.com] 
Sent: Monday, February 09, 2009 3:33 PM 
To: Egner, Dennis  
Subject: Proposed Architectural Review Committee in Lake Oswego 
 
Dear Mr. Egner: 
 
I am writing to you as a concerned resident and homeowner in Lake Oswego.  I understand 
that, this evening, a proposed Architectural Review Committee will be discussed and/or 
fleshed out for the city.  I write to urge you not to turn my city into a giant planned 
community with more layers of bureaucracy, particularly with respect to aesthetics. 
 
Please understand that I speak, not only as a homeowner, but one who is a lawyer at a law 
firm that does a thriving business with respect to planned communities and homeowners 
associations.  It is from that exposure, that most of the lawyers at my firm have firmly 
concluded that living under the regime of homeowners associations is only frought with 
problems.  Where the city of Lake Oswego could easily achieve its building goals or 
restrictions through zoning ordinances and codes, the introduction of an Architectural 
Review Committee only complicates issues and introduces such inevitable human foibles 
such as abuses of discretion, arbitrariness, and capriciousness in decision-making.  I 
guarantee you, lawsuits will be on the rise. 
 
Even if the Committee could remain perfectly clear-headed and even-handed, that will not 
prevent homeowners from failing to perceive as much with regard to themselves or their 
neighbors.  Home turf is a vulnerable possession that can bring out the worst in people.  At 
least that is what I conclude about my firm's booming litigation practice.  Lawsuits are 
abundant where a Committee approves one structure and then not the other, even if the 
Committee intends to apply rules clearly and consistently.  Homeowners' disputes often take 
on the flavor of sibling rivalry, and, ultimately, the Committee will be blamed for 
inconsistent determinations, favoring one part of town over another, not applying the rules 
correctly, making a determination that harms a neighboring homeowner, etc. 
 
Ultimately, I don't care to live in a giant subdivision even if it is my charming Lake Oswego.  
Please include this viewpoint in your considerations tonight.  On the other hand, if this 
Architectural Review Committee goes through, let me know to whom I should distribute a 
box of my business cards. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa T. Hunt 
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