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TO:  Kent Studebaker, Mayor 
  Members of the City Council 
  Tom Coffee, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Ron Bunch 
  Planning and Building Services Director 
 
SUBJECT: Sensitive Lands Mapping on Annexing Properties 
 
DATE:  March 26, 2013 
 
ACTION 
 
Staff is seeking direction from Council to ensure consistency with its March 19, 2013 decision to pursue 
removal of sensitive lands designations from private residential property.  This matter relates to applying 
sensitive lands to unmapped properties upon annexation.  The following outlines the issue and requests 
Council direction. 

DISCUSSION 
 
There is continuing interest to annex lands to Lake Oswego, primarily to receive public services and to 
develop property.  Staff’s practice, per the Community Development Code, has been to identify potential 
sensitive lands and evaluate them through the Statewide Planning Goal 5: Economic, Social, Environmental, 
and Energy (ESEE) analysis to determine if they should be mapped on the City’s Sensitive Lands Inventory1. 
Concerned that this may be inconsistent with the Council’s recent decision on sensitive lands designation,  
staff requests direction as to whether any new Sensitive Lands mapping of annexing properties should be 
suspended until resolution of the Council’s desire to remove the sensitive lands regulations from private 
properties. 
 
In 2010 the City Council directed staff to suspend the larger, city-wide Sensitive Lands mapping effort, until 
a series of amendments were made to the Sensitive Lands program as recommended by the Second Look 
Task Force.  Changes to the program are still underway, and the city-wide map update process remains on 
hold.  In May of 2012 the majority of the Council agreed that the prior direction as to the city-wide map 
updates did not apply to site-by-site designations performed in conjunction with annexations.  Staff desires 

1 The City has consistently applied LOC 50.01.004.5.c to evaluate potential resources on properties to be annexed and designate RP and RC 
Districts as appropriate. There are 10 prior examples of unmapped resources that were evaluated and designated with RP or RC Districts in 
conjunction with an annexation since the Sensitive Lands program was implemented in 1997. The most recent example was in 2012, when RP 
and RC Districts were applied to a property on Goodall Road (case file LU 12-0001). 
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