
From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: supporting Wizer block redevelopment
Date: Monday, January 13, 2014 5:37:25 PM

 
 

From: hpcurran@aol.com [mailto:hpcurran@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, January 13, 2014 5:33 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Subject: supporting Wizer block redevelopment
 
As a homeowner of the Evergreen neighborhood I would like to voice my strong support of the Wizer
block redevelopment.  I know my neighborhood association is voicing their opposition, but I disagree.
 As a 4th street homeowner for the last 17 years I have witnessed first hand the impact of downtown's
redevelopment.  I can now stroll to Peet"s, the Farmer's Market and Millennium Park.  There has been
no negative impact on parking, congestion or overcrowding.  I am a firm supporter of redevelopment
and urban density and I encourage you to increase the services and density of our downtown.
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January 15, 2013 

Development Review Commission: 
City of Lake Oswego 
File: LU 13-0046 
 
I support the application of Gene Wizer and his representative Evergreen Group, LLC for the 

development commonly knows as the Wizer block. 

As recommended by the staff in its January 10th report, the mixed use project containing up to 228 

residential units and 28,000 square feet of residential use in three buildings meets the Community 

Development Code and Downtown Development District Design standards with minor exceptions.  

Notably, the proposed development will provide a fifth floor on a portion of each of the three buildings 

providing 15 residential units and a conservatory.  A small number of residential units will be on the 

ground floor near Evergreen and 2nd street. 

The partial 5th floor exception will not substantially increase the density of the project, the height of the 

project , the impact on parking or traffic and will make good use of what would otherwise be unused 

space found in the gables and within the rooflines of the project. 

The small number of residential units on the ground floor will increase the attractiveness of the project 

and help transition the design of the project from the retail uses to the adjoining townhouses.  

Applicants need to have the ability to design and submit projects that meet existing city code and design 

standards and not have those rules or standards changed midstream.   The lack of certainty and the 

existence of unwritten rules discourage investment in our community.  The DRC should not consider 

testimony that is not applicable to current code or existing design standards. 

Many of the objections to the design of this project are actually objections to our community 

development code which has been developed over a long period of time by many city councils with the 

assistance of many citizens, commissions and experts.  The DRC should resist the temptation to rewrite 

the code or design standards because of some citizen’s objections to the size, height or density of the 

project. 

The approval of the project will strengthen our downtown core commercial businesses and increase 

housing options for the citizens of Lake Oswego.  The design as submitted is attractive with high quality 

materials, variation of styles, and plantings.  The parking plan exceeds the code requirements by 30%. 

I would urge the DRC to approve the developer’s application with the staff conditions as contained in 

the January 10th report. 

Robert LeChevallier 

1570 Bonniebrae Drive 

Lake Oswego,, OR 97034    
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From: elynor mcpeak
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Testimony re the Wizer Proposal
Date: Sunday, January 19, 2014 11:32:51 AM
Attachments: lg.php

printButton.png

Here are my published comments (The Lake Oswego Review, December 12, 2013) 
about the Wizer Proposal. I am submitting them now as my testimony in favor of 
DRC approval of the project.

McPeak

'The Wizer proposal meets those 
guidelines'

2 Comments

I’ve been reminded of the reaction to the redevelopment of Block 138, which we now know 
as Lake View Village, while reading the many letters to the Review and chatting with some of 
my friends about the Wizer proposal.

I think an overwhelming number of us now agree 
that Lake View Village has added immensely to our 
enjoyment of living in Lake Oswego ... the added 
shopping, the great restaurants (do any of us cook any 
more?) ... the wonderful farmers’ market. Before the 
block and Millennium Plaza Park were redeveloped, 
lots of people worried about many of the same things 
they now bring up about the Wizer proposal.

Lake View Village turned out pretty well though, 
didn’t it?

Now, the proposal on the table for redeveloping the 
Wizer block is generating the predictable reactions. 
Unfortunately, people who don’t like the proposed 
change seem to be far more energized to speak out 
than the many who think it will make Lake Oswego 
lots better, just as Lake View Village has done.

What are some of the complaints? That the traffic 
generated will be bad (we’ve heard that one before 
and I’ll return to it), the building is too tall (same 
again, but in both cases the proposals met the height 
limits of the development code), there will be too many dogs, acting as dogs do (this one is a 
new one), the design is not like the rest of our town (in fact, it adheres completely to the 

Created on Thursday, 12 December 2013 00:00 | Written by Elynor McPeak | 
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Elynor McPeak, Lake Oswego, is a former Lake Oswego city councilor. 

ellie

designs approved for our downtown area. ... I might have liked more architectural variety, 
but so be it), and the buildings sit too close to the sidewalk (this also completely adheres to 
our community development code for the zone and is a key part of making any downtown 
vibrant and safe for residents and customers). I believe the proposal is asking for just one 
waiver to the development code: a fifth floor that will not make the building taller than the 
limit.

A word about traffic concerns. I think the residents of the apartments are highly likely to 
generate far less traffic than the worriers predict. Younger and older people are more likely 
to want to live downtown. Those are the same groups who tend to drive less, and use public 
transport more. Right outside of their apartments will be TriMet Bus Line 35 and shopping 
and dining they can access without using their cars. They’ll also find they can manage without 
a second car in many cases for the same reasons.

The bottom line is the Wizer proposal meets the requirements of the development code that 
was enacted after careful consideration by previous councils, acting not in the heat of the 
moment but guided by their understanding of what the community wants for Lake Oswego. 
To me, the code represents the desires of a majority of us, not the resistance to change by a 
few people. Not everyone is going to like how the buildings look. ... That is a matter of taste. 
But the code puts in place design guidelines the community has approved.

The Wizer proposal meets those guidelines. If we don’t find the project perfect, let’s not let 
the perfect be the enemy of the good. It is time to allow the Wizer family to improve their 
property, within the limits we’ve put into our code.
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From: Bill Gordon
To: Reynolds, Janice; Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer Block Re-Development Project
Date: Monday, January 20, 2014 1:09:54 PM

As an Evergreen Neighborhood Board member and the President of the Block 136 townhome HOA
adjacent to the Wizer block, I’ve participated in a lot of meetings, had many conversations and have
taken much time to consider the pros and cons of the proposed development.
 
My overall preference would be a project that’s smaller, less dense with condos in the mix;
however, I generally support the proposed project for the following reasons:
 

1)       It’s largely a private transaction and project between Gene Wizer and the Evergreen Group,
a vetted area-based developer, who are both committed to a very high quality
development.

2)       The prospective LORA funding of about $5.5mil, roughly 6% of the total project cost, seems
in-line and supports established East End Redevelopment goals.

3)       The developer has requested very few code exceptions and the City’s Planning Dept’s Staff
Report recommends project approval with conditions – which should be met.  Even though

the much discussed 5th floor exception doesn’t add many incremental residential units and,
most importantly, still would fall under the 60 foot height limit I think the DRC needs to very
carefully address that exception or deny it.

4)       A rejected project likely would lead to much greater financial participation by the City, and
perhaps litigation.

5)       A rejected project would probably delay the long awaited redevelopment of arguably the
City’s most central block for many years.

6)       Even though the project is a bit too dense for my taste, if the City supports higher density in
some areas this central downtown block is the place for it, and

7)       The project will further re-vitalize the east-end retail business community.
 
So, with some reservations, I support the proposed re-development project.  The City and developer
should work with our townhome residents to control on-going traffic effects around and through
our complex, and also to minimize negative impacts during construction.
 
And lastly, regardless of what happens with this specific proposal, it seems that a fresh review of the
downtown’s EC code would be appropriate.
 
Thank you.
 
Bill Gordon
341 Third St
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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Jan Coulton 
623 Middlecrest Rd. 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
January 19, 2014 

 

I have lived in Lake Oswego for more than forty years, and have enjoyed watching the city grow into a 

vibrant place where wonderful shops and restaurants are thriving. I shopped at Wizer’s grocery store for 

most of those years and loved the friendly staff and the wonderful meats and produce offered there. 

But after the Lake View Village and Millennium Park were completed, it was clear Block 137 was not 

fitting in with the other developments surrounding it. Much as I hated to see Wizer’s close, I am excited 

about the plans that are being developed to make full use of that property. 

 I support the plans to develop this block, providing for more downtown living and retail development 

because it will enhance the livability of our community, bring in additional tax revenue, give us more 

options for shopping and dining out and add jobs.   

The team developing the plans for this block has been very willing to listen to citizen input and make 

adjustments.  The time is right to get this project approved and built. 

Jan Coulton 
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To:  City of Lake Oswego Development Review Commission 
Evergreen Group, LLC (Applicant/Owner’s Representative)  

 
From:  City of Lake Oswego Sustainability Advisory Board 
 
RE:  Wizer Block 137 Development (LU 13-0046) – Sustainability Considerations  
 
January 20, 2014 
 
The Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) is a citizen board convened to advise the City of 
Lake Oswego about sustainability matters. We support Lake Oswego moving towards a 
livable and walkable community and see this project as a step in the right direction. We 
appreciate sustainability design/LEED certification as part of this development project, and 
offer the following suggestions we would like to be considered and prioritized as part of 
the final project design:  
 

 Plug-In Electric Vehicles (EV): EVs are becoming increasingly popular in Oregon 
and is one of the priorities of Governor Kitzhaber. We would recommend at least a 
sub-set of the resident parking have the infrastructure1 to charge and individually 
bill the resident. This would allow residents to access preferred residential/off peak 
rates. In addition, “EV parking” would also be an attractive amenity for the building 
visitors and could be source of revenue. 

 
 Solar Panel on Roof Tops: This development has good southern exposure making 

solar an attractive consideration. With cash incentives together with state and 
federal energy tax credits, a significant portion of the initial investment can be 
offset. In addition to off-setting potential electricity expenditures for common areas 
(hot water, heating, etc.), surplus energy could be sold back to the grid.  

 
 Heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC): In addition to an Energy Star 

certified HVAC system, the best engineering practices, such as additional insulation 
in duct work in the exterior walls, not using wall cavities as ductwork, R-6 
insulation, etc., should be used. Furthermore, the HVAC operations should be 
connected to the centralized Building Management system (BMS) to ensure efficient 
use. It should be noted that quieter, more efficient HVAC systems eliminate the need 
for masking background noise.  
 

 Waste Management:   LEED certification for any new construction, at a minimum, 
requires that recycling be made available. To facilitate the recycling program for 
paper, cardboard, glass, plastics, and metals, an appropriate infrastructure 
(segregate, collect) should be in place inside and outside the development. For 
required exterior storage of waste and recyclables, the franchised solid waste hauler 
should be consulted to determine design, sizing, and truck access for current and 
future requirements in this area as well as neighborhood impact. 

                                                        
1 Charging can be done two ways: home charging station (with a special 240V plug) or a regular outlet. With a 
typical EV, the 240V outlet will create a full charge in about 4 hours.  A regular outlet will create a full charge 
in about 10 hours.    G-127 
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In addition to complying with regional mandates requiring recycling of construction 
and demolition debris during the construction phase it is strongly urged that credits 
pertaining to construction waste diverted from landfills and re-use of material be 
considered. 
 

 Energy Management Considerations (SMART metering, lighting, etc). 
Furthermore, an integrated Building Management System would ensure efficient 
management. Smart Metering should be considered as part of the design. At a 
minimum, the development should be easily upgradable to include SMART metering 
in the future. Building energy consumption can be significantly reduced by installing 
energy efficient equipment for interior and exterior lighting.   
  

 Noise Reduction:   As part of the development design, noise reduction should be 
given appropriate consideration specifically during material selection. Acoustical 
products can double as thermal insulators, serving two purposes for the price of one 
(acoustical absorption and thermal efficiency). Other products can help earn LEED 
Certification points for their percentage of recycled content and waste management. 
Additional points may be accrued by employing acoustic features that contribute to 
the indoor environmental quality.   

 
 Water Management: Consider designing a rain water harvesting and storage 

system (including surface run-off and/or roof run-off) and grey water re-use 
system2 for landscape irrigation or indoor water use.  In addition, site design 
features should include measures to minimize erosion and storm water runoff.  
 

We believe that above mentioned considerations would not only improve the 
environmental footprint of the development but also improve the attractiveness and 
economic viability of this project and the quality of life for residents of Lake Oswego.   
 
We welcome a dialogue to further discuss these recommendations in detail.  
 
Respectfully, 
 
Members of the Sustainability Advisory Board –  
Lisa Adatto, Co-Chair 
Sarah Asby 
Andre DeBar 
Aden Eilers, Youth Member 
Gary Hanifan 
Priya Judge, Youth Member 
Vidya Kale 
Gregory Monahan 
E. Jay Murphy 
Mary Ratcliff, Co-Chair 
Ron Smith 

                                                        
2 Grey water systems are subject to local codes and may require special permits. G-127 
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From: Simpson, Anne-Marie
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Pishvaie, Hamid; Williams, Brant
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Proposal
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 10:34:34 AM

-----Original Message-----
From: Sheryl Warren [mailto:sherylwarren@comcast.net]
Sent: Saturday, January 18, 2014 1:28 PM
To: Council Distribution
Subject: Wizer Block Proposal

Dear Council Members:

I write in support of the Wizer Block proposal. I have been a resident of Lake Oswego for nearly thirty
years. For many years I lived in the Uplands neighborhood, but for the past seven years I have lived in
the First Addition neighborhood.

I have been thrilled to see the developments in downtown Lake Oswego over the past few years. When
we first moved to Lake Oswego, there was absolutely no reason to come downtown. Now there is hardly
any reason to leave downtown Lake Oswego!

The developments are charming and have made our Community attractive and welcoming. The
proposals currently under review will only add to the vibrancy of Lake Oswego.  The design is lovely and
compatible with the surrounding neighborhood area.  Bringing in additional residential units will provide
more options for folks, enhance the economy, and make our merchants even more successful and
stable. Isn't that what we would all like?

I urge you to support the proposal before you. Thank you for your consideration.

Sheryl M. Warren
566 2nd Street
Lake Oswego, OR
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Written Testimony from: 

Corinna Campbell-Sack 

208 Durham St. 

Lake Oswego Or 97034 

503 6978192 

 

To: Development Review Board 

 

We may call LO a village but it is in fact a city. I moved here in 1951 when 

the town really was a village of only 3000 souls, but now as a city of more 

than 30,000 residents, careful planning is imperative.  I have witnessed 

development both good and bad and the good decisions often take years to 

come about.  A perfect example is Lake View Village and the expansion of 

the library.  In both cases the public was up in arms protesting these beloved 

places in the beginning.  It took literally years for the decisions to be finally 

made.  Why is it easier to protest a good idea than advocate for one?  

 

I urge the DRC to approve the development for block 137 for the following 

reasons.  

 

We need to increase density where it is most appropriate and protect 

residential neighborhoods from development, where it is inappropriate. The 

city should encourage development both commercial and residential where 

infrastructure already exists such as public spaces, public transit, shopping, 

restaurants and cultural amenities.  I am shocked that the residents protesting 

this development care little about the logic of this development on private 

property. 

G-131 
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The city cannot thrive without planning housing for both younger residents 

as well as the retired folks.  I am retired, but I understand that younger 

people must be able to live in LO if we are to maintain a tax base that can 

enhance our community.  We need more children and young families to 

support schools, businesses, and culture and help all the residents to thrive.  

Single people become families and families add vibrancy to our city.  LO is 

tilting on the verge of a city of retired people and the very rich.   

 

Gene Wizer has taken many years to decide on a plan for his property.  This 

is a plan that is not cast in stone and I believer that Mr. Wizer and the 

developers are willing to adjust the plan so it is acceptable to the community 

as a whole.  We must not throw out this plan that is so close to achieving the 

appropriate density in the correct location for development.  If this 

thoughtful plan is rejected, we have no assurance that the next proposal will 

be better.   
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From: Jane Taber
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Block 137 Support
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:14:21 PM

Dear Leslie and the DRC Board, I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This
will be great for the Lake Oswego community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria
nicely. Please approve this beautiful development. 

Thank you, Jane

Jane Taber
905 SW 16th Ave.
Portland, OR 97205
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From: Rachael Kaapu
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Lake Oswego Development - Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:19:37 PM

Dear DRC Board, I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will
be great for our community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria nicely. Please
approve this beautiful development. 

Thanks,
Rachael

G-133 
LU 13-0046

mailto:rkaapu@gmail.com
mailto:lhamilton@ci.oswego.or.us


From: Claire Castellanos
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer development on Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:20:07 PM

Dear DRC Board, I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will
be great for our community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria nicely. Please
approve this beautiful development. 

Claire Castellanos

16489 NW Canton St.

Portland, OR 97229
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From: Joel Adair
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Lake Oswego Development - Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:20:33 PM

Dear DRC Board, I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will
be great for our community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria nicely. Please
approve this beautiful development. 

Best,
Joel Adair
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From: Ming Lee Lacey
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Block 137 Fan
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 2:46:30 PM

Dear DRC Board, 

I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will be great for Lake
Oswego and a huge improvement over what is currently at the site.

Please approve this development. 

Regards,

Ming Lacey

2828 SW Sunset Blvd

Portland OR 97239

-- 
Ming Lee Lacey
minglee415@gmail.com
917-340-7251
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From: andrew@uvarts.com
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Block 137
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 5:04:18 PM

I am writing to express my strong support of the development plan.  It is a plan that will solidify and
even improve the high quality of life we are so fortunate to enjoy in Lake Oswego

Andrew Apter

431 Lakewood Rd.

Lake Oswego
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From: Dan [mailto:dan@g2ci.com]  

Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 4:52 PM 

Dear DRC Board, I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. As a small business 
that calls Lake Oswego our home, we welcome opportunities that will strengthen our 
community. We believe that redeveloping the area in question will provide a similar look and 
feel to the downtown area as the other surrounding redeveloped areas. This is great for 
property values, as well as the overall strength of this local economy.  These, in turn, are great 
for businesses such as ours.  

Please approve this beautiful development.  

Dan Rouse, CIEC, CMC 
G2 Consultants, Inc. 
560 First Avenue 
Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: Barbara Balen [mailto:RFB37@COMCAST.NET]  
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 1:20 PM 
 
     Gene Wizer and his associates have put a huge effort in providing a very 
attractive and much needed structure. 
     He has kept the city informed and followed code restrictions.  It's time to 
get moving. 
 
     Bob Balen 

 

G-139 
LU 13-0046

mailto:RFB37@COMCAST.NET




From: Robert Bonney
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer Block
Date: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 7:40:52 PM

Gentlemen,

We are in strong support of the proposed development on the Wizer 
Block. True, Wizer’s has been a real signature business in downtown Lake 
Oswego for many years and will always give us fond memories of 
shopping in their friendly store but, it has come time to hang up the apron 
and move forward by taking down the store, which has been a monument 
in downtown L.O. for so long, and building something really special on this 
site. The proposed development will attract new business to the downtown 
merchants, enliven the activities in the downtown area and will be 
something we can all be proud to support.

Wizer’s has been a firm supporter of all things Lake Oswego for so many 
years. He is always the first one to volunteer for anything from Rotary 
activities to helping with packing and delivering Christmas baskets to those 
in need. We have truly lost one of the last genuine merchants in L.O. but 
his project will live on as a engine to further all businesses in the area.

The propose buildings will obviously be bigger in area and height from the 
existing building but the developer has worked with his architect to 
minimize the impact and brought the project into scale with the blocks to 
the East and West of this project. The apartments will be upscale in size 
and finish so that the project can be converted to condominiums when the 
economy get better. These will attract a wide range of people including 
couples just starting out to widows and widowers who need to move from 
the large homes to something more livable. This will not be a transient 
population but one that wants to live and possibly work in the L.O. area.

Those that oppose this project need to assess their reasons to do this. Do 
they just oppose any change at all? If they would clear their minds and 
look at the facts and the proposed documents that show what is intended 
to be built, they might come to a more reasonable conclusion and support 
progress. We cannot demand the world to not change because we want to 
keep it to ourselves. Progress will happen, let’s get behind a great project 
and help it along.

Bob & Mary Bonney G-140 
LU 13-0046
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Lake Oswego Residents since 1965
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From: jill
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 7:07:41 AM

Dear DRC Board,

I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will be
great for our community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria nicely.
Please approve this beautiful development.

Regards,
Jill N Williams
1125 NW 9th Avenue, 309
Portland, OR 97209
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From: Nora Apter
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Block 137 Project
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 7:16:42 AM

Hi Leslie,

I am writing to share my strong support for the Block 137 project. I believe the
development would be a great benefit to Lake Oswego.

Thank you for your time.

All the best,
Nora

Nora Apter
971-275-6179
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From: mike finley
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer Block Development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 7:19:40 AM

Dear DRC Board,
 
I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. I am a property owner in Lake
Oswego (6355 SW Dawn Street, Lake Oswego, OR 97035). This will be great for our
community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria nicely. Please approve this beautiful
development.
Thank you,
Mike A. Finley
1125 NW 9th Avenue, 309
Portland, OR 97209
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Written testimony regarding Wizer"s block development - in favor
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 7:58:27 AM

 
 
From: Moshin Lee [mailto:moshinlee@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:02 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Written testimony regarding Wizer's block development - in favor
 
Letter in Support of Proposed Wizer’s Block Redevelopment
 
Per the staff report of the City’s Planning Division, the proposed Wizer’s Block
Development meets over twenty separate code standards with respect to design and character,
over a dozen standards with respect to landscaping and exterior amenities, over ten with
respect to safety and engineering, over fifteen with respect to traffic and parking, with only
five minor requested variations. It appears to me that the proposal has been designed with
care to meet or exceed the extensive requirements that have been set forth to preserve Lake
Oswego as a great place to live. It would be a great improvement over the current underused
space sitting in the middle of our downtown.
 
Regards,
Moshin Lee
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From: Jan Holibaugh
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Proposed Wizer Block development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 8:19:37 AM

To Whom This May Concern:

I am in favor of the development of the Wizer Block. Our community needs more multi-family housing
and less single family homes in the downtown area. After reviewing the plans, it seems that the
developer has taken the zoning requirements and the area's needs into consideration. I am not able to
be at the meeting, but hope that my voice will count.

Thank you,

Jan Holibaugh
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From: d d
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Block 137
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 8:37:09 AM

To: Development Review Commission

As a 22 year resident and home owner in L.O., I strongly support the Block 137
development project and feel it would benefit our fair city. I know that the devil is in
the details, but we can do this!   Sincerely, Diana K. Dutton 420 Lakewood Rd.
97034
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From: Elaine Howard
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer"s Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:21:41 AM

I am writing in support of the proposed development on the Wizer's
Block, being reviewed by the DRC this evening.  Small downtowns across
the nation are dying. Two things that help save downtowns are increased
populations of residents living in the downtown and increased retail
opportunities to help create synergism in the area. This proposed
development does both. I urge the DRC to focus on the issues relevant to
the city code and to helping Lake Oswego flourish with development to
support us all.  Thank you, Elaine Howard 

-- 
Elaine Howard
Elaine Howard Consulting, LLC
503.635.2783 cell 503.975.3147
www.elainehowardconsulting.com
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From: Reynolds, Janice
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: FW: Wizer Block Re-Development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:43:37 AM

 
 
From: Robert Moir [mailto:rmoir@elkrockcapital.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:19 AM
To: Reynolds, Janice
Subject: Wizer Block Re-Development
 
My wife Tracy Moir and I own property in Lake Oswego, we are in favor of Wizer’s plans for re-
development of their property.  Please submit our comments to the Commissioner’s.
 
Thanks you.  Tracy & Bob Moir
 
 

Robert L. Moir
Principal

Elk Rock Capital Partners, LLC
Griffon-May Building
696 McVey Avenue | Suite 203
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034
 
503.675.1700 Office
503.887.3669 Mobile
rmoir@elkrockcapital.com
*** Please visit our new website www.elkrockcapital.com ***
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE:  This  communication (and any attachments hereto) contains information that  may be privileged,  confidential,  and
exempt from disclosure under  applicable law.   The information is intended solely  for the use of the individual or  entity to which it is addressed.  If
you are not the intended recipient  or  the employee or  agent entrusted with  the responsibility  of delivering the message to the intended recipient,
be aware that  any disclosure,  copying, distribution of this  transmission is strictly prohibited.  If  you have received this  communication in  error
please delete or  destroy all  copies of it and notify the sender immediately. In addition,  although precautions have been taken to ensure that  the
data included herein is free from viruses or  other malicious content,  we have not verified that  such is indeed the case and disclaim any
responsibility  attributable thereto.
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From: Calynda Meister
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer"s block DRC hearing
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:50:49 AM

I am writing in support of the proposed development on the Wizer's Block. I have
lived in Lake Oswego for the last four years and notice there are very few residents
my age, in the mid 20's. I look forward to the opportunity to raise my children in
Lake Oswego to go to their  excellent schools. I also look forward to a downtown
that is vibrant, and the opportunity for more young adults to live in Lake Oswego.
This proposed development will help add to the livability of Lake Oswego and
provide opportunities for people to live, work, shop and play in downtown Lake
Oswego. Thank you,   Calyn Meister
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From: Robert Vanden Bos
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:57:36 AM

Please accept my written testimony in support of the Wizer's Block development. I
look forward to increased vitality in our downtown, and an increased tax base for our
citizens.  As our community ages, it is important to create additional value to our tax
base to help support our core services.  Thank you.
 
Robert J Vanden Bos
705 Terrace Drive
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
Phone: 503 241-4869
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From: ronspears@hasson.com
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Block 137 - Wizer block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 9:58:14 AM

I am in favor of the proposed project if it were designed without the requested "exceptions" to the
existing city code.  It will bring additional vitality to the downtown area though the size of the project
will undoubtedly generate additional traffic through the Evergreen neighborhood which is not a
consideration of the projects traffic analysis.  Therefore. traffic calming in the Evergreen neighborhood
should be a requirement of the development approval.

Ron Spears
885 Lake Forest Drive
Lake Oswego,  OR 97034

Past Chairman of the Evergreen Neighborhood Association
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From: Lynne Wintermute
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Cc: Lynne Wintermute
Subject: Approve the redevelopment of block 137/Wizers
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:33:34 AM

I urge the DRC to approve the wonderful design for block 137/Wizers development.
For the last 30 years we have been in and out of negotiations for the redevelopment of our downtown.
Finally Lake View Village and the Windemere/
 Accessories from the Heart block were redeveloped -and they have been very popular and invaluable to
our downtown.
It is time to put the last piece of the puzzle together with the development of the Wizers block.

We are hearing many of the same complaints that we heard 10 years ago with Lake View Village, do
you remember when those who were against the project
tried to convince us that the equilavent  of Washington Square Mall was being built on the block ,
drawings even put an amusement park on the top!

I don’t believe that anyone objects to Lake View Village now!

It is hard to be a retailer or restaurant in Lake Oswego, retail breeds retail, having more retail will keep
more people in Lake Oswego and every dollar spent in our town stays here.

On the housing issue, we desperately need more one level housing and more apartments , many of my
generation see no need to buy after retirement, it makes much more financial sense to rent. I want to
be someplace where I can walk , not drive to everything.
We have few places for our young people to live, a small apartment close to public transportation would
be perfect.

On the height complaints, does the opposition realize the tallest building with be only 2 feet taller than
the highest point at Lake View Village?????

Many people complained about so much parking on block 138, now you can hardly find the parking lot!
All parking will be underground and out of sight on block 137 and there will be fewer spaces than Lake
View.

I know change is hard for some  but change is inevitable, it is exciting and good. A beautiful
architectural plan has been submitted,please approve it and make our village better than ever.

Lynne Wintermute
11 Greenridge Court
Lake Oswego 97035
lynne@opusnet.com
503 860 7089

25 year resident and former downtown business owner

testimony to DRC for January 21 2013
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From: Angie Galimanis
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 11:56:48 AM

Dear DRC board,

I wanted to let you know I am 100% in support of the proposed development on Block 137. I grew up
in Lake Oswego and plan to move back very soon. This development is exactly what the city needs to
continue quality growth. Please approve this amazing development.

Best,

Angie Galimanis
15780 SW Galena Way
Beaverton, OR 97007
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From: Laurie Sterkowicz
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 12:00:30 PM

Dear DRC Board:
I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will be great for our
community, and I feel it meets all of the City criteria nicely. Please approve this
beautiful development.

 

Sincerely,

Laurie Sterkowicz

1658 Fircrest Drive

Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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From: Sterkowicz@comcast.net
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizers
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 12:28:05 PM

The Block 137 project represents a unique opportunity for our town of Lake Oswego
to take a step into the future. With an upscale feel that will hold housing, dining and
retail space, this is a golden opportunity to infuse additional life into our downtown
community, without having to sacrifice the village feel that so many of us have come
to treasure.
 
I know that many fellow community members have taken issue with the design and
voiced fears about potential issues with parking, traffic and the general feel of the
property, which the developers have gone to great lengths to address.
 
Ample parking will be available for residents and retail patrons and will be kept
underground. This means that there will be no unsightly, concrete parking structure
that will interfere with the tranquility of the area. In regards to traffic, studies have
been done to ensure that the current infrastructure will be able to handle the
additional patrons that will be visiting the new restaurant and retail locations. And
having seen some of the renderings myself, I feel that the buildings’ aesthetic will
make a great addition to our downtown.
 
In short, Lake Oswego can only benefit from the construction of Block 137. This is a
vital addition to our town which will poise us for continued growth well into the future.
 
Kind regards,
 
Mike Sterkowicz
1658 Fircrest Drive
Lake Oswego, OR 97034
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According to Lake Oswegoʼs Downtown Redevelopment District Design 
Standards (LOC 50.05.004.1 -12) village character is not a downtown that 
looks like a reproduction of the turn of the century small town, but is 
utilizing design standards that encourage the development of a 
sophisticated small city that is pedestrian friendly, creates a sense of 
community and attracts people to the downtown in the same manner and 
using similar design concepts as historic small towns and neighborhood 
centers once did.  For the past several months the development team has 
shared designs, listened to community concerns and responded with 
modifications to move toward a project that will enhance the Wizer Block.

With this additional housing in our downtown shopping, restaurants, and 
services will be more economically vital.  This is also good for existing 
businesses and provides opportunities for new businesses to set roots and 
invest here.  While we have a great core of businesses, our business 
district could be stronger, and a stronger business district helps make this a  
more vibrant community.   

The people living in the residences will help our local businesses by 
shopping in the downtown.  This proposed development provides 30 
percent more parking than the city requires and all of it hidden from view in 
underground lots.  One parked, users can travel by foot instead of car.  
Residents of the development need not use their cars downtown at all.  

The three buildings that would be built on the Wizer block feature distinct 
and yet compatible architectural styles that honors Lake Oswegoʼs historic 
architectural traditions: Arts and Crafts, English Tudor and the Oregon 
Rustic Styles.  The public walkway between the buildings adds to the 
pedestrian feel. The developer is asking for a “code exception” for the fifth 
story, which fits within the gabled roof and does not add to the 60 foot 
height limit of the building.  The three proposed buildings range from 47 to 
58 feet in height. The Block 137 project represents a unique opportunity for 
our town to take a step into the future with high quality materials and green 
design upscale ensure a timeless quality.   
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: 5 Story High Density Apartments on Wizer Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:33:43 PM

 
 

From: Bob Candello [mailto:candello@hevanet.com] 
Sent: Friday, January 17, 2014 3:17 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara; Council Distribution
Subject: Re: 5 Story High Density Apartments on Wizer Block
 
To Whom It May Concern:
 
As 40-year residents of Lake Oswego, we would like to express our deep concern over the
planned development on the the Wizer Block. 
 
 First we object to the 200 planned apartments.  There is huge difference between renting and
owning.  Renters typically are not invested in the community and tend to move around more
than homeowners. This frequent turnover is often a major problem for existing surrounding
homeowners. 
 
Secondly, traffic and parking will become a nightmare.  For example, it is getting harder
currently to find a spot to park and have coffee with friends at Peet's.  We would not like our
activities downtown curtailed simply to cater to the huge influx of people which the city
simply cannot accommodate. 
 
Thirdly, the planned five story building is not compatible architecturally with the existing
surrounding structures; this huge building will tower over and not enhance our town.
 
Please rethink this plan carefully, perhaps building several smaller structures for more access
to pedestrians.  We rarely visit Portland these days for our once favorite restaurants because
of increased parking problem and other issues.  We do not want to feel the same way about
Lake Oswego and would like to continue visiting the downtown area without experiencing
parking and congestion problems.   
 
Thank you for your attention to this important decision.
 
Judy and Bob Candello
candello@hevanet.com  
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From: Danielle Johnson
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:56:40 PM

Dear DRC Board,
I am in support of the Wizer development on Block 137. This will be great for the
community, and for bringing our neighbors  and friends back to downtown Lake Oswego. I
also feel it meets all of the City criteria. Please approve this development and this important
opportunity.
 
Cliff and Danielle Johnson
533 N. Jarrett St.
Portland, OR 97217
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January 20, 2013

Development Review Commission
City of Lake Oswego
File: LU 13-0046

I support the application of Evergreen Group LLC and Gene Wizer for the Block 137 development as 
described in the Staff Report dated January 10.  

I have read the staff report and all other materials available through the City of Lake Oswego web site.  
It appears that virtually all elements of the mixed use project meet the Downtown Development District 
Design Standards and the Community Development Code.  Any modifications called out appear to be 
reasonable requests of the developers or negotiable with the City.  To a non-developer, these design 
modification requests seem daunting, but are probably typical with a project this significant, and 
especially in Lake Oswego.

When Block 138 was developed, objections also arose, most of which boiled down to not wanting any 
development at all in downtown, or at least none which would pencil out for the developer or be useful 
in the long term.   We have seen many citizens mount subjective arguments against various perceived 
negative elements of this development, including traffic density, parking, companion animals, sunlight 
obstruction, height excess and overall and specific architectural design features.   In any citizen 
conversation about the design of Block 137, opinions arise, but I have heard no objections supportable 
or significant enough to deny the project’s approval.  

Mr. Wizer and his development partner need the approval to go ahead with this project.  It fits within 
existing guidelines and standards developed over the years by staff, boards and commissions and citizen 
input.  It adds to the planned and needed continuing development of business and housing options in 
Lake Oswego.  To deny approval would be analogous to rewriting/changing applicable code and rules 
after compliant applications were submitted.

Please approve the developer’s Block 137 application as modified by the staff report dated January 10, 
2014.

Karen S Jacobson
15721 Boones Way
Lake Oswego, OR 97035

503-684-4585
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From: Tyler Frisbee
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wiser 137 Block
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 2:00:33 PM

I grew up in Lake Oswego, and would love to move back, but only if there were
housing options that didn't force me to rely on a car. Please move forward with, and
support, the Wizer 137 project!

Thank you,

Tyler
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{00224295;1}  

TESTIMONY OF TODD PRENDERGAST 

January 22, 2014 

Before the Development Review Commission 

 

 My name is Todd Prendergast.  I am the founding partner of Realty Trust Group and have 

been in the real estate business, primarily sales and marketing, for the past 22 years. 

 

 We have offices in Lake Oswego on “A” Street, in the heart of Lake Oswego village. 

 

 I am here tonight to encourage your approval of this project and ask you to endorse the 

recommendation of your City staff. 

 

 In this market, it is important to understand the culture, lifestyle and design 

characteristics that make a development successful.  The Block 137 project has adopted 

and integrated all of these important influences in the Lake Oswego market in a highly 

successful manner. 

 

 Not only is the project designed to meet the code requirements for the site, it does so while 

responding directly to the demographic needs, quality design and lifestyle demands of the 

Lake Oswego resident. 

 

 This project provides a response to the high demand for luxury downsizing in the City.  

Whether the project ends up all apartments or a mix of apartments and condominiums it will 

serve the real and present needs of the real estate market in Lake Oswego.  From older 

families deciding to downsize or newer families entering this market, the Block 137 project 

will provide options that are currently underserved in Lake Oswego. 

 

 With the very rich and detailed design, gracious pedestrian walkways splitting the block, 

opportunities for first in class retailers and luxury amenities, this project will have a quality 

presence in the downtown for years to come.  It takes an existing and emerging village core 

and makes it more walkable, more livable and plays very well off of the village character to 

incorporate more art, more places to eat and meet on the street and more residents who 

will call the downtown core home. 

 

 This project sets a new high bar in Lake Oswego for quality design and lifestyle living.  It 

accomplishes all of this while staying well under the height limit allowed for the block and 

within the permitted density allowance. 

 

 I have been in the business long enough to know that opinions on architecture vary.  But in 

this case, the project quality will set a new standard in Lake Oswego.   

 

 Thank you for your consideration of my comments and I hope we see this project move 

forward in the very near future. G-161 
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From: Cody Sanger
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: In Support of the Wizer Development
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 2:18:53 PM

Dear DRC Board, 

I would like to let you all know that I AM in support of the Wizer development.  The
proposed design meets city criteria and I know it would be a valued addition to the area.
Please help us and approve this necessary development.

Best,
Cody Sanger
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From: Jenna Fallon
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Tonight"s Support
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 2:29:08 PM

I support the development of Block 137, and hope that you will also see the positive impact this project will
have on our community.

 

As a Lake Oswego resident of 4 years, I believe this project will be a refreshing change for the community and
will be a dynamic addition to the downtown area. The aesthetic of downtown will not be altered, and city’s
current height regulations for new developments are more than adequate for preserving the village feel. I think
it’s time that Lake Oswego embraced a development like this.  

 

Not only will this project bring in entirely new businesses to downtown, but the increased residential
population will also benefit the existing businesses and enterprises. The increased tax revenue will also
provide a substantial amount of additional funding to the City each year.

 

Sincerely, Jenna
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From: grahamsstat@aol.com
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Letter to the DRC
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 1:29:15 PM

Lake Oswego Development Review Commission
January 22, 2014
File: LU13-0046
Testimony Submitted by Paul Graham

I have been a resident of Lake Oswego for 52 years. My wife and I own & operate a 56-year old
downtown business. We are nearing retirement, so do not expect to accrue any special business benefit
as result of development of the Wizer Block.
We support the application of Gene Wizer and the Evergreen Group, LLC for the proposed development
of Block 137.
Over the years we have joined the Chamber of Commerce, City Councils and Commissions to promote
and improve our downtown business district. For many years our business district, although serving the
community, was an eyesore. For years we have worked to develop a roadmap for business growth,
quality and the critical mass of goods and services that our residents want. This work has culminated in
the vision of the comprehensive plan and the codes and standards that have led to what we enjoy
today.
Thirty years ago,
1)    Lakewood was a school not a community arts center.
2)    Lake Place Shopping Center was a car dealership.
3)    Oswego Pointe Apartments didn’t exist.
4)    Sundeleaf Park was a parking lot.
5)    Lake View Village replaced the ramshackle buildings that included City Hall.
6)    Millennium Plaza didn’t exist.
7)    A Street Station, housing Tucci, Accessories From The Heart & Windermere, finally grew where a
dilapidated hardware store building had stood for years.
We are in a much better place now, but each of these improvements  brought comments about how
they would harm Lake Oswego’s ‘village character.’ Our downtown is no longer an ‘eyesore’, but we
can’t stop improving it.
Concurrently over the last 30 years, our competitors have surrounded our community.  The development
of Washington Square, Bridgeport Village, Costco, the Big Boxes, Walmart and Amazon all compete with
our downtown. We must continue to grow our downtown to satisfy the needs of our residents, who
want to do business locally.
The Wizer proposal is the kind of downtown project envisioned in our East End Redevelopment Plan.
The development compliments Lake View Village to the east and the Townhouses to the west. Its 3
buildings are all below the height maximum of 60’. Its 28,000 sq ft of retail along A & 1st Streets will
have a positive synergy with the surrounding businesses to draw more residents to the area to shop in
our diverse and compact shopping district.
The proposal of up to 228 one-three bedroom residential units is good for the downtown and the
community. They are ideal for current residents who want to downsize and younger people who want to
get a start in Lake Oswego. People bring the density of activity meant for a thriving downtown.
Residents of the Wizer Block can walk to their downtown destinations. They will also add to the tax
base that supports our City and our schools.
I have been on many parking study groups. One challenge with downtown development is providing
enough parking for tenants, customers, employees & the public without spilling out into the
neighborhoods. The Wizer property and proposal accommodates these needs on site & underground.
Retail parking is separated from residential parking and each is more than code requires. Reducing the
current number of driveways into the block from today’s 7 to the proposed 2 will provide needed spaces
for delivery vehicles.
The high quality of architecture, materials and street art along with the diversity of styles, attention to
detail and landscaping will positively affect subsequent properties that develop in the area.
The proposal meets the Community Code and Downtown Development District Design standards. The
exceptions are minor. The one discussed the most seems to be the ‘5th floor’. However, here it makes
sense for otherwise unused space. The 15 units in those spaces do not affect the height of the project.

G-164 
LU 13-0046

mailto:grahamsstat@aol.com
mailto:lhamilton@ci.oswego.or.us


The proposal is in sync with the visioning, planning, design and code standards that have successfully
guided our downtown’s development for the past 27 years. We join the staff in their January 10th report
with conditions urging the DRC to approve the application for this development.
Paul Graham
4215 Fruitwood Ct.
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
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From: gwenfree@comcast.net
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: In favor
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 2:51:45 PM

My name is Gwen Freeman...resident of Lake Oswego since 1988...2 kids in the school system. We live
in a great place with some great people...it's never lost on me.  We need to take this opportunity for
growth and expansion. The good will far outweigh the bad and to be honest a lot of the arguments
opposing seemed to be thinly veiled messages against a canvas of diverse faces more than anything
else. As a community we need to distance ourselves from the reputation and quite frankly, the nick
names that lingers in the air like bad gas to this day.  

I would like to add that I lived in "apartments" (gasp) for 18 years with my grandparents so I take
offense to the insinuation that we are inviting a low life element to dwell among us....only a bitter
wealth supremacist could even come up with such rubbish...let's do what's best and shame on the rest
sincerely ,
G. Freeman

Sent from Xfinity Connect Mobile App
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From: gwenfree@comcast.net
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: In favor
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 2:51:45 PM

My name is Gwen Freeman...resident of Lake Oswego since 1988...2 kids in the school system. We live
in a great place with some great people...it's never lost on me.  We need to take this opportunity for
growth and expansion. The good will far outweigh the bad and to be honest a lot of the arguments
opposing seemed to be thinly veiled messages against a canvas of diverse faces more than anything
else. As a community we need to distance ourselves from the reputation and quite frankly, the nick
names that lingers in the air like bad gas to this day.  

I would like to add that I lived in "apartments" (gasp) for 18 years with my grandparents so I take
offense to the insinuation that we are inviting a low life element to dwell among us....only a bitter
wealth supremacist could even come up with such rubbish...let's do what's best and shame on the rest
sincerely ,
G. Freeman

Sent from Xfinity Connect Mobile App
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Lake Oswego Development Review Commission 

January 22, 2014 

Agenda Item:  LU 13-0046 

Testimony of Michael C. Dotten 

 

My name is Michael Dotten and I am an attorney who grew up in Oregon.  I have resided in 

Lake Oswego for 23 years.  I have no economic stake in the outcome of the decision regarding 

the Wizer Block 137.  Instead, my appearance before the Commission addresses the esthetic and 

good government issues that arise from the application. 

I strongly support the application pending before the Commission.  I have reviewed the 

application, portions of the studies underlying the application and the diagrams and sketches of 

the project.  I believe the project is esthetically pleasing, adheres to height and density 

requirements in the city code and is a compliment both visually and functionally to the 

surrounding uses in downtown Lake Oswego. 

I think the City of Lake Oswego has a tremendous stake in approving this project to convey to 

other potential developers that Lake Oswego fairly reviews proposed projects, favors public 

involvement that is listened-to, and in the end, is prepared to approve good design.  This message 

is particularly important to developers who provide multiple uses in attractive buildings, increase 

the density of the core and contribute to the vibrancy of Lake Oswego, not just as a place to live, 

but as a destination for shopping, culture and pedestrian-friendly pursuits.   I believe the 

proposed design of the Wizer block does all these things. 

Although the building contains a fifth story, it meets the height limitations contained in the City 

Code and I believe, fits very nicely with its neighbor Lake View Village, both in scale and 
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design attributes. The Northwest-inspired design of the three buildings on the Wizer block are 

different, yet complimentary to the surrounding uses. 

I recall when the  downtown Lake Oswego fire station was on the site now occupied by Lake 

View Village and Millennium Park.  There was controversy over that structure, as well.  But 

time has proven that good design and more retail and restaurant space has greatly increased the 

vibrancy of downtown Lake Oswego.  The net result of good downtown planning has been a 

desire for people to live in downtown Lake Oswego, something that will be contributed-to by the 

residences made possible by the Block 137 design. 

I am a traditionalist.  I love things to remain the same.  I would love for Gene Wizer to keep his 

store exactly as it is.  But that decision is not before the Design Review Commission or the City 

Council.  Change will happen. Fortunately, this community has people of vision who have turned 

our old village into something walkable, with good restaurants, shops and a wonderful “vibe.”  

We all know that increased density provides more efficient use of infrastructure, a greater tax 

base and the easier provision of city services.  But increased density in Lake Oswego has also 

benefitted all of us in Lake Oswego by giving us great new restaurants, shopping opportunities 

and more community interaction than our old village afforded. 

When I moved to Lake Oswego, most people drove to Portland for a good dinner, or for 

shopping or for cultural events.  Today, we have a variety of good restaurants that keep my wife 

and me eating very well in Lake Oswego.  We have shopping within the downtown that prevents 

the need to drive to Bridgeport, Washington Square or downtown Portland.  Increased density in 

downtown Lake Oswego has made much of this possible by giving restaurant and shop owners a 

local supply (a critical mass) of customers. 
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A number of my friends, thoughtful people, oppose the Block 137 proposal.  They might prefer 

less height, less density, condos instead of apartments, the absence of mixed-use, a different 

design—and a variety of other preferences.   

Good government requires those who advance a good idea (even if it is not a perfect idea) to 

receive approval if their design meets thoughtfully expressed design standards, City Code 

requirements and responds to public input.  The developers of Block 137 have met this standard.  

They propose a feasible, well-designed project that fits well with our evolving Lake Oswego 

village.  The problem with saying “no” is that there is no assurance that the next design 

(whenever that might come about) will be as pleasing, will as closely adhere to the City Code or 

that it won’t face even more objections.  After 37 years of practicing law, I am regularly 

reminded that the pursuit of one person’s idea of perfection, often defeats many people’s idea of 

excellent, or very good.  In my view, Block 137 is an excellent design that deserves a yes vote by 

the Design Review Commission. 

I would be pleased to answer any questions the Commission may have. 
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January 22, 2014 

Development Review Commission 

City of Lake Oswego 

380 A Avenue 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 

 

RE:  LU13-0046:  A Request for a Development Review Permit to Construct a Mixed 

Use Project (Wizer Block Redevelopment) 

 

Members of the Commission: 

 

I am writing to support the redevelopment project proposed for the Wizer Block.  I have 

reviewed the applicant’s proposal and the City Staff Report and Recommendations. 

 

I urge you to approve the permit request as recommended in the Staff Report and the 

Staff’s proposed conditions. 

 

I agree with the Staff Report that the project meets the requirements and conditions of our 

Comprehensive Plan and appropriate codes. 

 

Our community needs a strong, vibrant downtown core to make Lake Oswego a great 

place to live along with a vital local economy.  We won’t have strong neighborhoods if 

we don’t have a healthy, viable downtown to complement them.  This mixed-use 

development will help us provide a variety of housing types to attract young people and 

support our local businesses.  It encourages pedestrian activity downtown and provides 

the necessary parking for retail and residents.   

 

I was born and raised here in Lake Oswego and have lived here most of my adult life.  

When I first returned to town after college, I lived in apartments until I could afford to 

buy a house here.  We need apartments and condominiums to attract young people for our 

future.  We can’t just be a bunch of expensive single-family homes with an aging 

population. 

 

Our downtown is a great place for this kind of mixed-use development.  The downtown 

plan encourages this development.  It helps us provide for a variety of housing types and 

the necessary customer base to support viable local businesses. 

 

Please approve the permit request as recommended in the Staff Report. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Tom O’Connor 

1960 Egan Way 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
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From: Dillinger, Barbara
To: Hamilton, Leslie; Reynolds, Janice
Subject: FW: Wizer"s Block redevelopment
Date: Friday, January 24, 2014 8:44:04 AM

 
 

From: Zak Bennett [mailto:bennett.zak@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, January 23, 2014 6:00 PM
To: Dillinger, Barbara
Subject: Wizer's Block redevelopment
 
Please direct this to whom it may concern.
 
I'm writing to support the redevelopment of the Wizer's block site in downtown Lake
Oswego.  As a bit of background, I grew up and spent 20 years living in Lake Oswego,
 Presently I work in Vancouver, BC in city planning and maintain close ties with friends and
family in my hometown.  The furor that has been kicked up by this proposal is pure
NIMBYism.  The architecture is in line with Lake View Village and other downtown area
developments that have sprung up in the past 15 years.  It leverages the investments in
Millennium Park and Lake View Village, building on the success of those initiatives.  6 story
buildings, particularly with this level of design and pedestrian access, are emphatically not
out of scale with the area.  The commercial frontage proposed along A would further
complement the retail on the opposite side of the street.  It would take a dead strip mall that
currently makes a hole in downtown LO into a place of activity and is the next logical step in
the development of the city's core.  
 
Further, the proposal fulfills some of our obligations as a Metro regional town center and
allows growth of the population despite our now-limited land supply.  Traffic is a valid but
non-pressing concern; City of LO and State of Oregon traffic counts show a steady drop in
traffic on both State and A over recent years.  If anything, the only real issue is the
oversupply of parking, particularly with the subsidization of LORA, but that seems done deal
and as such I doubt it will be seriously revisited.  At the least, I hope you can use this as
further evidence that people connected to Lake Oswego who care about the city's future. 
 
Pass this development and keep building up a better downtown Lake Oswego.
 
Sincerely,
 
 Zak Bennett
 Vancouver, BC
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Development Review Commission 
Re: Wizer Block Proposal 
 
I am writing to express my concerns that some members of the DRC appear to be letting their personal 
feelings about the Wizer Block proposal interfere with their obligation to judge the proposal on how well 
it meets the criteria outlined in Comprehensive Plan and Community Development Code and on its 
compliance with the City’s land use and design regulations.  
 
This proposal meets or exceeds all those criteria, and it is very well designed and will be an important 
addition to downtown Lake Oswego, which has finally acquired a sense of place due to the many 
improvements and changes in the past decade. Yes, it will be quite a change but so was Millennium 
Park, Lake View Village and the many new residential units in that area. And they all make Lake Oswego 
a more interesting and vibrant place to live, one that draws new people into our community and that 
can accommodate seniors who wish to stay in Lake Oswego. 
 
Please approve of this proposal based on its merits and its ability to meet the required criteria. There is 
no rational for not doing so. 
 
Thank you. 
Nancy Gronowski 
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From: Lynn Hennagin
To: Hamilton, Leslie
Subject: Wizer testimony
Date: Wednesday, January 22, 2014 10:44:42 AM

I have lived in Lake Oswego for 44 years and have been an active participant in our 
community serving as a director on the Chamber of Commerce, The Historical 
Council, The Arts Council and Lake Oswego Rotary. As a videographer I have 
produced promotional video for the City of Lake Oswego, The Lake Oswego School 
Foundation and The Arts Council.

 

When it came time for us to down size, we never thought of leaving Lake Oswego.  
We were looking something smaller yet gracious. We waited for Foothills to become 
a reality or the Wizer Block to develop.  Our goal was to live within walking distance 
of the downtown area of Lake Oswego. 

 

After eighteen months of looking for the right property in Lake Oswego, we 
expanded our thinking and eventually moved out of Lake Oswego.  Should Lake 
Oswego develop comfortable smaller condos, we would be the first to consider 
returning to the city we love.

 

Lake Oswego needs to keep in mind the long time residents who are getting older 
and want to stay in the city they love but choose to live in smaller well designed 
condos that are within walking distance to downtown Lake Oswego.

Lynn Hennagin
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