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Dear City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board: 

 

I wish to formally enter my concern regarding the petition by Youth Villages, Inc., to 

rescind the Historical Landmark Designation (HLD) listing assigned to what was originally 

called the “Administration Building” for the Christie School in Marylhurst.   

 

This designation was based on strong criteria. The building is over 100 years old, 

showcases historic architectural/aesthetic elements by nationally recognized architect 

Conradin Alfred Breitrung (a legacy which includes two buildings on the National Register 

of Historic Places in Washington state), not in “blighted” condition, and is the first building 

constructed by the Sisters of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary on land now known to u ass 

the greater campus of Marylhust University—a place of social and educational value which 

reverberates in our community to this day 

 

Obviously, the building continues to satisfy the HDL criteria.   

 

Therefore, Youth Villages, Inc., is attempting to have the listing rescinded via an 

erroneously perceived loophole in ORS 197.772.3.   

 

But this statute only allows a property owner to remove the designation if it was “imposed” 

on by the local government. However, in the case of the Christie School Administration 

Building, there was no imposition. 

 

Per the Land Use Board of Appeals (LUBA) in Demlow v Hillsboro, 2001, Exhibit F-8 states 

that the commonly accepted meaning for the term impose fundamentally involves “doing 

something over the objection of another” (page 5). On the same page, the Exhibit further 

states: “This provision [in ORS 197.772] demonstrates that the time for objecting to a historic 

property designation is during the designation process.”  

 

So any argument put forth by Youth Villages, Inc., must prove imposition and prove that the 

imposition occurred during the designation process. 

 

Youth Villages, Inc., can do neither. EXHIBIT G-201 
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During the designation process, “The Christie School,” not “Youth Villages, Inc.,” was the 

property owner. In January of that year, Executive Director of the school, Daniel A. Mahler, 

submitted a letter to the City Recorder of Lake Oswego, Kristi Hitchcock. In this letter, 

dated May 24, 1990, Mr. Mahler only seeks to clarify that out of the four major buildings on 

the property, the only one of historical significance is the Breitrung-designed 

Administrative Building:  “Thus, the corrected listing should include only the Administration 

Building which was constructed in 1908, not the entire Christie School.”  

 

This is hardly supportive evidence of an objection at the time of the designation process. The 

letter only seeks to clarify that the other three buildings are not suitable for an HLD. 

Indeed, this letter soundly demonstrates the then-property owner’s acceptance of the 

Administration Building’s HLD listing during the designation process. 

 

Therefore, there is no legal or laudable rationale for the current owner’s attempt to rescind 

the Historic Landmark Designation on the Christie School Administration Building.  If 

Youth Villages, Inc., should attempt to argue that the statute allows subsequent owners the 

right to refuse HLD consent, I ask that the Board to consider how that is possible when the 

terms of an objection are limited to the determination-of-status process.   

 

If only I could believe that Youth Villages, Inc., will accept the legally clear explanation as to 

why their petition based on ORS 197.772.3 should not be granted. Instead, I understand 

this current owner is claiming they cannot retrofit this century-old building for the needs of 

21st-century students due to the HLD limitations.  

 

As an educator, of course I find laudability in the owner of a school requesting a wavier to 

upgrade its facilities. However, in this particular case, the request is unconvincing—at best. 

The HLD limitations were transparent at the time of purchase. Furthermore, the 

restrictions are only imposed on the building’s exterior. There is nothing to stop Youth 

Villages, Inc., from bringing their students into the 21st-century by retrofitting the interior 

of their century-old building.  
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Youth Villages, Inc. purchased a property with an uncontested HLD listing—with all the 

status and limitations such a listing implies. They needn’t have entered into the transaction 

if the terms of the property were not suitable to their long-term goals. If I enter into a 

purchase with limitations attached, may I expect to be granted a waiver at a later date? No. 

May I expect my plea that the restriction’s demands are too burdensome? No. Instead, I 

expect to either work within the confines of those limitations (financial and otherwise) I 

was aware of at the time of purchase or sell the property and look for another, more 

suitable, one. Buyer beware. 

 

Finally, I understand that Youth Villages, Inc., is exercising its right to withhold 

presentation of their ultimate, long-term plans for the property, and I appreciate that the 

Board must avoid speculation. Nevertheless, I ask that the Board not to feign ignorance of 

the fact that removal of the HLD listing in our city results in demotion and commercial 

development—development far removed from the original, historical use of the property. 

 

1. Youth Villages cannot demonstrate an imposition during the designation process.  

2. The HLD does not restrict an owner from making significant and necessary 

upgrades to the interior.   

3. A property owner’s financial considerations with regards to remodeling are not the 

business of this Board, the City, or the community.  

 

For all these reasons, I believe the facts are clearly in favor of maintaining the Historic 

Landmark Designation of the Christie School Administration Building.  

 

Sincerely, 

Johanna K McCormick & Ronald K Meyers 
2165 Glenmorrie Drive 
Lake Oswego OR  97034 



 


