
C o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f 
Commerc ia l    Zone    D i s t r ic t s
Problem Statement

 » The City of Lake Oswego currently has 12 
separate commercial zone designations -- 
a large number for a city the size of Lake 
Oswego and the limited amount of land 
zoned for commercial development.  Many 
larger cities like Seattle have a total of 5-8 
commercial zones  Having 12 base zone 
districts complicates city administration of 
the development code, makes it harder for 
the public to understand, and more difficult 
for investors to decide which district best 
meets their needs.

 » The current menu of commercial zones 
does not clearly align with or implement 
the 2035 Vision Map.

 » Some commercial districts lack purpose 
statements, and the purpose statements 
that do exist do not always align with the 
lists of uses allowed in those zones.  

 » Several existing commercial districts are 
substantially similar to one another, with 
differences perhaps arising from the 
circumstances of their adoption rather than 
the need to create a new zone.

Guiding Principles
 » Align commercial zones with the 
employment land categories envisioned 
in the We Love LO Comprehensive Plan 
Update: Employment Centers, Town 
Centers, and Neighborhood Villages.

 » The location and total amount of 
commercially-zoned land in the City will 
not be changed.

 » Avoid making existing development 
nonconforming as a result of the 
consolidation if at all possible.

 » Existing design district overlay boundaries 
and regulations (e.g. Lake Grove Village 
Center Overlay and West Lake Grove 
Design districts) will not be modified as part 
of the zone consolidation. 

Key Issues
 » The proposed zone consolidation may 
result in increased development intensity in 
some areas while reducing them in others. 
Oregon’s Transportation Planning Rule 
(TPR) requires that the proposed changes 
“balance out” and do not create a net 
increase in traffic congestion within ½ mile 
of the I-5 corridor.

 » Any consolidation of commerical zones 
that have different dimensional and use 
standards will involve a decision to either (a) 
remove existing differences between the 
combined zones so that a single set of uses 
and dimensions apply to the consolidated 
zone, or (b) move some of the more 
restrictive standards that differ between 
consolidated zones into an overlay district 
ora  use-specific standard, or a combination 
of those two approaches.  
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