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SPECIAL THANKS

Marylou Colver is the founder and president of the non-profit 
Lake Oswego Preservation Society. Colver received the City 
of Lake Oswego’s Historic Preservation Merit Award as well as 
the City’s Unsung Hero Award for her work in showcasing Lake 
Oswego’s unique history. She is also the author of the book 
Lake Oswego Vignettes: Illiterate Cows to College-Educated 
Cabbage published by The History Press. The Society’s website is: 
lakeoswegopreservationsociety.org.
Research assistance was also provided by Susanna Campbell-Kuo.

Unless otherwise noted, the 
photos used in this publication 
are from the Lake Oswego 
Public Library collection online 
at www.ci.oswego.or.us/library/
special/History.htm.

PHOTOS

AN ALBUM OF RANDOM MOMENTS IN LAKE OSWEGO

CELEBRATE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH

LAKE OSWEGO SNAPSHOTS 
This album was created from vintage photos in the collection of the Lake Oswego Public Library, the Lake Oswego Preservation Society, 
and a private collection. These random moments in time capture bygone glimpses of our history that helped, in ways both large and 
small, to shape our community.

1895 Sucker Lake in 1895 wasn’t the Oswego 
Lake “Live Where You Play” residential 

–recreational paradise it later became. In fact, residents 
didn’t begin to live on the lake until Lake View Villas, the 
first housing development, was platted by Atchison & Allen 
on the west end of the lake in 1912. 

1947 If this photo 
hadn’t been 

taken in 1947, the caption 
might be “Don’t text while 
driving!” Leo Gustafson’s 
Oswego Towing and 
Wrecker Service was able 
to rescue this precariously 
perched automobile 
driven by an out-of-towner 
from the high bank above 
State Street. 

1962 Talk about hood ornaments! Bill Remsen pictured in 1962 in his trophy-winning 
1957 Corvette. The Remsen’s ran a market, seen in the background, located at the 

intersection of Lower Drive, now Lakeview Boulevard, and Bryant Road in Lake Grove.

1926 On July 31, 1926, 32-year-old Sgt. George T. 
Drew crashed his plane into C. W. Kruse’s 

cabbage field. Drew, who survived the crash and lived to be 
73, is buried in the Oswego Pioneer Cemetery. 

1958 Pretty in pink! 
The Lake Oswego 

High School May Court in 1958. 
The Laker’s May Queen, Sharon 
Herbst, is on the far right in the 
front row. The first Lake Oswego 
High School building opened 
in 1951 at the corner of Boones 
Ferry and Market [now Country 
Club] Roads. Prior to that time, 
students attended either Lincoln 
High School in Portland or West 
Linn High School.

1932 The 1932 Lake Grove Grade School May Day 
celebration, a traditional spring holiday, held at Lake 

View Park. The real estate firm Atchison & Allen originally used 
the park to launch boat tours around Oswego Lake for prospective 
property buyers. It’s now known as the Lake Grove Swim Park.
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1950s Martha Schollander coached this Oswego water ballet team in the 
1950s. These water nymphs are pictured in their Jantzen swimsuits at 

the Forest Hills easement on Oswego Lake. The team performed at events throughout 
the Portland area. 

1964 A house being relocated to the First Addition neighborhood in 
1964 to make way for construction of a Safeway grocery store on 

A Avenue. Relocating homes was once a fairly common occurrence in Oswego.

1947 Neal Cooper, 
interviewed 

for In Their Own Words, 
recalled “right after the war 
[World War II] the boys 
came back from the service 
and the fire department had 
a softball team and that was 
the beginning of softball 
in Oswego.” It didn’t take 
long for local schoolgirls 
to go in for the sport. This 
1947 Oswego Grade School 
softball team took third 
place that year.

1960s Ski jump by Stan “Bitsy” Garside. 
Water skiing, which began with 

experiments with tennis shoes nailed to boards and 
pie tins, became an increasingly popular sport in the 
1950s and 1960s. Oswego’s Willa Worthington won 
national and international awards and made the town 
famous for the sport.

1908 The Glenmorrie bus transported passengers from the 
downtown Southern Pacific Oswego Depot to their homes in 

Glenmorrie. Glenmorrie, on the Willamette River just south of Oswego, was 
the first post iron era real estate development in the area. The Morey’s son, 
Fred, along with his partners Chapin & Herlow subdivided the vast Morey 
estate in 1908.

1950s Since 1904, a public concession operated on the east end of Oswego Lake. The last 
one, the Lake Oswego Swim Resort run by Allen Morris, offered boating, swimming, 

and fishing. In 1957, with Lee Stidd Jr. as Mayor, City Councilors let an option to buy this property for 
$200,000 expire, which ended public access to the lake. Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Preservation 
Society

1965 The 1965 Armed Forces Day Parade down A 
Avenue. President Harry S. Truman established 

this national holiday on August 31, 1949 to honor all branches 
of the military. The first Armed Forces Day was celebrated on 
May 20, 1950.

1921 Camping in Lake Grove in 1921. 
Camping, canoeing, and picnicking 

increased with the advent of the Red Electric trains 
that made this area an easy day trip from Portland. 
In 1913, the Red Electric train stop was named 
“Lakeview.” In 1914, the stop was renamed “Lake 
Grove” and that’s how “Lake Grove” got its name.

1964 Baby Eve Colhouer is in the money! 
The 1964 grand opening promotional 

event put on by Oswego’s Community Bank on State 
Street next to the Lake Theater. 



NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH, MAY 2015 -- 3

1964 Mrs. Jack Hogan of 
Burma Road in Lake 

Oswego was crowned Mrs. Oregon in 
1964. It was reported that Kay won 
the diamond tiara after whipping up 
a chocolate cake before three judges 
on a stove provided by the Northwest 
Natural Gas Company.

1960s Girls just want to have fun with bubble gum 
at the Lake Grove Swim Park! This park was 

established in 1913 as the Lake View Park. The Ladd Estate 
Company offered to gift it to the City and, after being turned 
down twice, it was donated to the school board.

1920s This imposing structure, the 1893 Oswego 
School building, once stood on the site where 

the Oswego Grade School, now the Lakewood Center for the 
Arts, was built in 1928. The school was constructed in 1893, but 
this photo was taken in the 1920s. 

1964 Oswego Lake has gone 
to the dogs! Lita Schiel, 

crowned Miss Oregon in 1966, and her 
dog Yogi, cavorting on Oswego Lake in 
1964. The Spanish style Bullier House 
(since demolished) is pictured in the 
background. 

1900s A tea party on Furnace Street in what is now called the Old 
Town neighborhood and where Oswego was founded in 

1850. This view is looking south with the Willamette River in the background. 

1954 Lake Oswego Public Library’s 1954 Summer Reading Program awarded 
a headdress feather for each book read. Twenty-five successfully finished 

the program by reading at least 21 books and 394 children participated.

1960s Members of the Arts and Flower Festival gathered 
on Lakewood Bay in the 1960s. This event was the 

predecessor of the Lake Oswego Festival of the Arts, a community 
event, which has been celebrated for over 50 years.

1943 A 1943 Oswego City Council meeting. Osco. 
C. Roehr [far right], nicknamed “O. C.,” 

served as Oswego’s mayor from 1939 to 1945 and Roehr 
Park was named in his honor. He was also an attorney who 
defended Japanese Americans at the start of World War II 
against confiscation of property. A woman did not serve on 
the city council until Ellen R. Bergis was elected in 1954. 
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1900s Edna Bickner (left) and Maude 
Zimmerman on the banks of 

Tryon Creek. This is one of over 150 Oswego 
area photos in the library’s collection printed 
from Will Bickner’s glass negatives. These images 
date back to the late 1800s and early 1900s. 

1958 Mary Goodall at her Lake 
Oswego home holding a 

copy of her book, Oregon’s Iron Dream: 
A Story of Old Oswego and the Proposed 
Iron Empire of the West. Goodall 
donated the proceeds of this book, which 
was published in 1958, to the building 
fund for a new library. Photo courtesy of 
the Lake Oswego Preservation Society.

1964 Santa created pandemonium at the Big C grocery store in 1964 after arriving in style 
by landing on the market roof in a helicopter! The Big C market was located where 

the Oswego Village Center on State Street stands today.

1920s An early Oswego Boy Scout troop, and a 
dog, pose with troop leader Luard “Woody” 

Woodward on Oswego Lake circa 1920. Woodward was 
employed as the chief chemist for the Oregon Portland 
Cement Company at Oswego. Lyle Arthur Baker joined 
the scouts about 1915 and recalled that Woodward was “a 
wonderful scout master.”

1960s Celebrity sighting! Tarzan movie star, 
Johnny Weissmuller, with Martha 

Schollander and her son Don on the patio of the 
Schollander home at 1136 Westward Ho. Martha was 
a stunt swimmer for the films. Photo courtesy of Don 
Schollander.

1890s  Early Oswegans horsing around with 
their Select beers. Elizabeth Pettinger, 

in the oral histories published as In Their Own 
Words recalled, “It was to McFarland’s saloon the 
men from the furnace and foundry flocked on pay-
day nights to cash their checks. No charge for cashing 
a check; a drink was bought in return. That was about 
all that was needed to start treating each other. Few 
men got out with enough money to pay the grocery 
bill, or to buy shoes for the children.”

1930s In 1923, the Ladd Estate Company 
replaced Atchison & Allen and 

assumed the exclusive marketing rights to Oswego real 
estate. By that time, canoeing on Oswego Lake was such 
a popular pastime that the Ladd Estate Company’s logo 
featured a canoe paddling thorough the “O” of Oswego. 
Photo was taken in the 1930s.

1900s Dressed in their finery, these women and a 
little girl are pictured in front of one of at 

least three covered bridges that once stood in Oswego. This 
bridge was near the dam on the road now known as McVey 
Avenue.  The sign over the entrance says “Walk Your Horses.” 
Photo courtesy of the Lake Oswego Preservation Society


