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Your House Matters Expo
Celebrating Houses Built Before 1970
Join us for information on how to make your 
house more livable for today while maintaining 
the character of your house and neighborhood. 
The event will begin with guest speaker, 
Rachel Verdick, local building designer and 
preservationist. She will discuss why your older 
home is significant, not just to you personally 
and financially, but also to your neighborhood 
and community. Afterwards, an open house with 
vendors will provide examples, demonstrations, 
and help answer your questions. Come with 
photos and/or questions about your house. 

Vendors include:

• Green Savers - benefits of home energy 
audits, radon and seismic testing, insulation, 
and other energy saving technologies.

• Green Window Restoration - conserving and 
restoring your original wood windows.

• Indow Window - increase energy efficiency 
and block noise with interior storm windows.

• Lake Oswego Public Library - handouts and 
ideas on how to research the history of your 
home using the Library’s extensive Local 
History Collection. 

• Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory 
Board - what features of your house are 
significant and worth preserving, and what 
it means for a house to be on the City’s 
Landmark Designation List.

• Lake Oswego Preservation Society - 
preservation advocacy and celebrating Lake 
Oswego’s history.  

• Lake Oswego Sustainability Advisory Board  
- how you can make your older home more 
energy efficient.

• MCM Construction  - the questions you 
should ask contractors before starting a 
project.

• Oswego Heritage Council - research 
the history of your home and its former 
occupants.

• Rodda Paint - how to choose the right paint 
for your project and provide options for 
historic colors.

Learn why your older house matters, the 
benefits it offers to the sense of place of your 
neighborhood and community, and how to 
maintain your house while preserving its character.

New Trail Coming to Town!

The Hazelia Agri-Cultural Heritage Trail tells the story of a special place - the Stafford 
Historic, Agricultural, Rural Preserve. We will be celebrating its Dedication and Grand 
Opening in mid-summer at Luscher Farm.         

The Stafford Historic, Agricultural, Rural Preserve is within the Stafford Hamlet and covers 
the area north of the Tualatin River to the cities of West Linn and Lake Oswego. 

The preserve is a mosaic of historic, cultural, and rural scenic landscapes unique to the 
Willamette Valley. It provides the neighboring cities individuality, while providing their 
residents a sense of continuity.

Funded by the City of Lake Oswego and maintained by the Lake Oswego Parks and 
Recreation Department, the trail consists of ten interpretive panels and commemorates 
the unique historic, agricultural, and cultural beginnings of the Hazelia area. Each panel 
is color-coded, reflecting its own unique character. For example, purple for the cemetery 
panel infers spiritual fulfillment. The brochure will explain each venue and will list the 
colors and the meanings for each panel.

We hope you will join us for the celebration. With the help of the Grand Ronde and Lake 
Oswego Mayor, Kent Studebaker, we will hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony. Mounted copies 
of the panels will be displayed at Luscher Farm, and refreshments will be served.

Celebrate May 2017 
Preservation Month 
In May, citizens in Lake Oswego will join thousands 
of individuals across the country to celebrate National 
Preservation Month.  This is a month-long opportunity 
to showcase the City’s historic places.  Preservation 
month is meant to connect the preservation community 
and introduce new audiences to the City’s work in 
preservation of the places that make Lake Oswego 
special.

This year, Preservation Month in Lake Oswego will be 
observed by:

• A Historic Preservation Proclamation issued by 
Mayor, Kent Studebaker at the City Council meeting 
on May 2.

• A preservation workshop “Your House Matters” at 
the Lake Oswego Heritage House and Museum.      

• Presentation of three Merit Awards to Safeway 
Corp., the Oswego Heritage Council and Lake 
Oswego Preservation Society for historic 
preservation by a member of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board. 

• An exhibit highlighting Lake Oswego’s Iron Industry 
will be featured in the History Center & Museum (40 
Wilbur Street) and other public venues.

• A tour of historic homes from the modern era by the 
Lake Oswego Heritage Council on Saturday, May 20.  

For more information, contact Paul Espe, Associate 
Planner, at 503-697-6577 or pespe@lakeoswego.city.

Learn more about National Preservation Month at:

• National Trust for Historic Preservation  
 www.PreservationNation.org/PreservationMonth

• Oregon State Historic Preservation Office  
 www.oregon.gov/oprd/HCD/SHPO/Pages/index.aspx 

When:  Sunday, May 7, 1-4 p.m.

Where:  Oswego Heritage House
 398 10th St., Lake Oswego

Cost:  Free and refreshments 
provided

Parking:  Available at the Heritage 
House and in the parking lot 
across the street at Christ 
Episcopal Church

Sponsored By:  Lake Oswego Historic 
Resources Advisory Board, 
Lake Oswego Preservation 
Society, and Oswego 
Heritage Council
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New Museum Opens in Lake Oswego
Oregon’s newest, and possibly smallest museum, opened April 8 in the City-owned 
Iron Company Worker’s Cottage located at 40 Wilbur Street in Lake Oswego’s Old Town 
Neighborhood. Regular open hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays plus the first Saturday of 
each month from 1:00 to 4:00 pm. The museum, which includes a gift shop, is also open by 
appointment. Admission is free. Following the iron jubilee, rotating exhibits are planned.

After visiting the museum, visitors can also see the nearby iron furnace in George Rogers 
Park, the only 19th century blast furnace remaining west of the Rocky Mountains, as well as 
the other five sites on the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail. 

Historic Home Tour
Saturday, May 20, 10am-4pm
This year marks the tenth anniversary of the Oswego 
Heritage Council’s historic home tour. Seven historic 
properties will be featured: three homes in First 
Addition, a home in Old Town, two properties in what 
used be the Hazelia area (McVey south to the Tualatin 
River), and the Oswego Heritage House and Museum. 

Tour-goers will have the opportunity to chat with 
descendants of some of the homes; meet the 
designer who did the major remodel of one of the 
historic homes; experience early Oswego pioneer life; 
and ride the restored 1945 Chevy school bus. You 
may even run into a Linus Pauling look-alike. Although 
not a resident of Oswego, his grandparents lived here 
and he and his wife, Ava Helen, are buried in Oswego 
Pioneer Cemetery.

Tour 2017 is going to be very exciting and unique – 
architectural history combined with cultural history, 
wine and fudge tasting, costumed storytellers telling 
stories about some of Oswego’s early prominent 
pioneers. Reserve your tickets now at www.
oswegoheritage.org or 503-635-6373 or purchase 
directly at the Oswego Heritage Council, 398 10th 
Street, Lake Oswego. Members $25, non-members $30.

Oregon Supreme Court Ruling Makes 
Preservation History
By Marylou Colver, Founder and President, Lake Oswego Preservation Society

The Lake Oswego Preservation Society’s five-year-long 
effort to save Lake Oswego’s oldest house and the last one 
in the City dating from the territorial era−the 1855 Carman 
House−culminated in a unanimous Oregon Supreme Court 
victory. The high court ruling clarified a state law that has 
been on the books since 1995, ORS 197.772, commonly 
known as the "owner consent law." Oregon is the only state 
in the union to have such a law. 

On August 4, 2016, the Oregon Supreme Court ruled 
that only the original owner at the time of the historic 
designation has the right to object to it. Subsequent 
owners, i.e., those who knowingly acquire a historic 
property, cannot opt out of the designation.

One factor in the Supreme Court’s decision to grant review 
is that the lower Court of Appeals’ opinion broadened the 
scope of endangered properties to potentially affect 3,200 
landmarks statewide. In an effort to reverse this far-
reaching negative impact on Oregon’s historic resources, 
ten municipalities and organizations -- including the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
Restore Oregon, the City of Portland, and the State Historic Preservation Office -- filed or 
signed on to an amici curia, i.e., Friend of the Court, brief in support of the Society’s case. 

The Society could not have achieved this victory without donors to our legal defense fund, 
our legal representative, Jeff Kleinman, pro bono attorney Daniel Kearns, and the ten 
organizations and municipalities who supported our case as Friends of the Court. 

About the Lake Oswego 
Preservation Society
Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “What you do speaks so 
loudly that I cannot hear what you say.” Since our 
founding in 2011, the Lake Oswego Preservation 
Society’s actions have spoken loudly and clearly. 

We have worked creatively and diligently to build the 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization and we strive for 
excellence and accuracy in all that we do. Extensive 
scholarly research is the foundation and core of all of 
our events and community outreach. We are mindful 
that all of our activities need to directly relate to and 
further the Society’s mission: To support Lake Oswego’s 
historic fabric through advocacy and education.

For more information, visit www.
lakeoswegopresrevationsociety.org.

Oregon’s Iron Jubilee
Celebrating 150 Years
This summer marks the 150th anniversary of the birth 
of the Oregon iron industry. The discovery of iron 
near Oswego in 1861 was an important event in the 
development of the West.  Prior to 1867 all iron on the 
Pacific Coast—both rough bars called “pig iron” and finished 
iron products—had to be shipped 17,000 miles around the 
Horn in a hazardous voyage that took five months.  The 
cost of these imports was often ten times their cost in the 
East.  On August 24, 1867 the first iron manufactured on 
the Pacific Coast was cast at the blast furnace that still 
stands in George Rogers Park. 

Newspapers from British Columbia to San Francisco hailed 
this event as “a cause for sincere rejoicing.” Legendary San Francisco photographer Carleton 
E. Watkins captured images of the new works shortly after they went into operation.  To 
satisfy a curious public, Watkins produced both mammoth prints and stereo views of the 
works. The importance of the iron industry to Oswego is commemorated in its oldest street 
names. When J. C. Trullinger filed the plat for Oswego in January 1867, he named six of the 
streets after the furnace and the men responsible for building it. This original town site is 
now Lake Oswego’s Old Town Neighborhood.  

On September 9, the Lake Oswego Preservation Society and the City of Lake Oswego will 
celebrate the birth of the Oregon iron industry with a family-friendly jubilee in George Rogers 
Park. Festivities will include a pioneer baseball game; bluegrass music and clogging; a 
blacksmith demonstration; horse drawn wagon rides between the furnace and the Society’s 
new museum housed in the last remaining Iron Company Worker’s Cottage. The celebration 
will highlight the City’s nationally recognized role in preserving the furnace and the workers 
cottage. The festival’s grand finale will be a fireworks display.

Sponsorship opportunities for the Jubilee, the first festival to celebrate Lake Oswego’s history, 
are available. Please contact Debbi Campbell: Debbi@strategicsponsorships.com.


