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Urban & CommUnityForestry

Tour Historic Trees
Sunday, April 1, 2 p.m.
Meet in the Lower Lot at George Rogers Park, 611 State Street
Many of the trees planted in the late 1800’s by Parker Farnsworth 
Morey - the first president of Portland General Electric - are 
treasured by residents of the Glenmorrie neighborhood today. 
Kick off Arbor Week with a leisurely walking tour of these historic 
trees! See Trees of Glenmorrie article for more information. 

Delight in a Heritage Tree Dedication
Tuesday, April 3, 12 to 1:30 p.m.
East Waluga Park, 15505 Quarry Road
Visit East Waluga Park on your lunch break and help celebrate 
Arbor Week beneath the crown of one of the community’s 
newest Heritage Trees, a 49-inch diameter Oregon white oak. 
Three new trees will be dedicated as Heritage Trees during a brief 
ceremony, a representative from Oregon Community Trees will 
present the award for Tree City USA 2011, and Parks staff will be 
on hand to help answer questions about the park. Treats will be 
provided!

treeriFiC events

Frog Pond Toys, located at 310 North State Street, is sponsoring 
a city-wide Arbor Week Art Contest for kids in pre-K through 
6th grade. Not only are trees beautiful, they make the air we 
breathe, give us shade on hot sunny days, produce fruit and nuts, 
and so much more! What do trees mean to you? Use the official 
entry form to color, draw, paint, or otherwise create a TREErific 
masterpiece!

Starting April 1, entry forms will be available at Frog Pond Toys 
(310 North State Street), City Hall (380 A Avenue), the West End 
Building (4101 Kruse Way), and online at www.ci.oswego.or.us/
plan/Urban_Forestry. Submit your entry at Frog Pond Toys on or 
before Thursday, April 26. Entries will be on display throughout 
April. Winners will be selected on National Arbor Day, April 27, 
and prizes will be awarded by the City Council on May 1.

This year marks the 140th anniversary of National Arbor Day, an 
annual holiday observed on the last Friday of April to celebrate 
the role of trees in our lives and to promote tree planting and 
care. Oregonians celebrate an entire Arbor Week, held during 
the first full week of April. Learn more at www.arborday.org/
arborday/oregon. For information on the events taking place in 
Lake Oswego, contact Andrea Christenson at 503-675-3990.

arbor Week: april 1-7
A TREERific cElEbRATion!

kid’s art Contest

Continued on page 2



Heritage trees

Plant a Tree
Wednesday, April 4, 12 to 1 p.m.
Intersection of 4th Street and Evergreen Road
Join members of the Evergreen Neighborhood Association 

as they plant street trees at the intersection of 4th Street 
and Evergreen Road. These new trees were funded with a 

Neighborhood Enhancement Program Street Tree Grant, and 
they will be planted with help from Parks staff.

Plant Another Tree
Thursday, April 5, 12 to 1 p.m. 
Intersection of McVey Avenue and Laurel Street
Plant another tree with the McVey-South Shore Neighborhood 
Association! This new street tree was also funded with a Street 
Tree Grant, and Parks staff will be on-hand to assist.

Take a Walk in the Woods
Friday, April 6, 2:40 to 3:40 p.m.
Springbrook Park, near the Sundeleaf Drive entrance
Lake Oswego Junior High School students will be planting native 
shrubs, ferns, and trees in Springbrook Park. Stop by to support 
their hard work and enjoy a walk in this beautiful natural area. 

Branch Out at the Library
Saturday, April 7, drop in between 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Lake Oswego Public Library, 716 4th Street
Kids of all ages are invited to celebrate Arbor Week at the Library 
with a special “Make a Blossom Tree Branch” craft program.  No 
sign up is needed - participants can just drop in to the children’s 
room to join the fun. Also, be sure to look for tree-themed book 
displays all week at the Lake Oswego Library. 

Practice Proper Pruning
Saturday, April 7, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way 
This free workshop will help participants understand why and 
how to prune to develop healthy and attractive trees and shrubs. 
Explore pruning types, proper cutting tools and techniques, and 
tree responses to pruning. Bring your favorite pruning tools 
and appropriate clothing for working outside. This workshop 
will be led by ISA Certified Arborist Damon Schrosk, owner of 
Treecology. Call 503-635-0290 to sign up.

Save 20% at Dennis’ 7 Dees 
Receive 20% off the purchase of one native tree anytime during 
the month of April with this coupon. 

Do you have a favorite tree of landmark importance because of 
its age, size, species, horticultural quality, or historic significance? 
The Lake Oswego City Council established the Heritage Tree 
Program in November 1997 recognizing that trees connect us to 
our human and natural history. Anyone can nominate a tree or 
group of trees for Heritage Tree designation with permission of 
the property owner. Nomination forms are available at City Hall 
or online at www.ci.oswego.or.us/plan/Urban_Forestry/Heritage 
Trees/HeritageTrees.htm. 

The Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) voted unanimously 
to designate three new Heritage Trees at their February meeting:
• A 65-inch diameter, 100-foot tall redwood (Sequoia 

sempervirens) located in the front yard at 785 9th Street. 
This tree was nominated by the private property owner 
and designated by NRAB because of its size, quality, and 
prominence near the intersection of 9th Street and E Avenue.

• A 49-inch diameter, 100-foot tall Oregon white oak (Quercus 
garryana) located in East Waluga Park at 15505 Quarry Road. 
This tree was designated by NRAB because of its size, quality, 
and prominence in the public park - it is clearly visible from 
Quarry Road, a public pathway, and the baseball field. This 
tree is located in a grove of Oregon white oaks and Douglas-
firs, but it is the largest and most prominent tree in the area.

• A 58-inch diameter, 145-foot tall Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesii) located in the public right-of-way at the 
intersection of Country Club Road and C Avenue. This tree 
was designated by NRAB because of its age, size, species, 
horticultural quality, and historic importance. This tree is 
estimated to be around 150 years old and is clearly visible 
on the City’s 1936 aerial photographs. It was designated as 
a Century Tree during the 2010 Century Tree Project and is 
now recognized as a Heritage Tree too. 

... conTinuEd

treeriFiC events
nominATE A TREE in HonoR of ARboR WEEk



trees oF glenmorrie
In the late 1800s, Parker Farnsworth Morey, the first president 
of Portland General Electric, built an estate on his farm between 
what is now Oswego Creek and Marylhurst University. He hired 
an English gardener to oversee his tree plantings, which included 
giant sequoia, camperdown elm, and others. He also made sure 
to preserve and encourage growth of large native trees including 
Western red cedar, hemlock, and red alder. Many of these trees 
can be seen in the neighborhood today and are treasured by 
Glenmorrie residents.

In 2009, inspired by a Forest Hills Garden Club brochure from 
the 1960s, the Glenmorrie Neighborhood Association formed 
a committee to research and document neighborhood trees. 
Working with a local arborist and the Oregon Department of 
Forestry, the neighborhood identified the location and species of 
P.F. Morey’s historic trees.

Kick off Arbor Week with a leisurely walking tour of these historic 
trees. Meet in the lower parking lot of George Rogers Park at 2 
p.m. on Sunday, April 1. A brochure, The Trees of Glenmorrie: A 
History and Tree Walk Guide, will be available at the event. For 
self-guided tours, the brochure can also be found on the first floor 
of City Hall and online at glenmorrie.wordpress.com.

To celebrate Arbor Week, Lake Oswego Junior High School 
students will be planting native trees and plants in Springbrook 
Park, adjacent to their school. Greg Mylet is the science teacher 
at LOJHS and works with the kids in their outdoor classroom 
in a plot in Springbrook. Greg has been leading his classes in 
educational invasive species removal and native plantings in 
Springbrook for a few years, and he is now spearheading this 
Arbor Week celebration. All residents, neighbors, and students 
are welcome to come and see the outstanding work being done. 
Planting will begin at 2:40 p.m. on April 6, near the Sundeleaf 
entrance to the park.

Greg’s students have recently partnered with the Friends of 
Springbrook Park, a group dedicated to the restoration of 
the natural area. Volunteers work in partnership with the 
City’s Parks and Recreation Department, surrounding schools, 
neighborhoods, and community members to protect Springbrook 
Park’s valued natural resources.  For more information on the 
Friends of Springbrook Park, visit www.SpringbrookPark.org.

oUtdoor Classroom

The City’s most used tree related forms are now available in 
a format that offers users the ability to complete the forms 
electronically by typing in the necessary information. You can 
find the forms online at www.ci.oswego.or.us/plan/application_
forms/tree_removal_applications.htm. Applications must still 
be printed and signed by hand, but they can be scanned and 
submitted by email or delivered to City Hall by mail or in person. 
These new user-friendly forms include the following:
• Tree Removal Permit Application
• Tree Removal Questionnaire
• Updated! Tree Hazard Evaluation Form
• New! Invasive Tree Species Removal Application
• Heritage Tree Application

User-Friendly Forms

The City has developed a series of new brochures related to trees 
and other natural resources, including:
• Tree Removal Guide
• Invasive Tree Species Identification Guide
• Native and Invasive Plants
• Right Tree, Right Place (coming soon!)

These brochures are available at City Hall and 
online at www.ci.oswego.or.us/plan/Nature.

Hot oFF tHe press!



O R E G O N

Information: 503-675-3990                   

www.ci.oswego.or.us

Invasive Tree Species Removal
Saturday, March 24, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Learn about the new process for invasive tree species removal, 
review recent amendments to the tree code, identify invasive 
tree species, and discuss applications for invasive tree removal 
permits, which are issued free and over-the-counter with proper 
documentation. Printed copies of the new Invasive Tree Species 
Identification Guide will be available at the workshop. Copies are 
also available at City Hall and on-line at www.ci.oswego.or.us/plan/
application_forms/tree_removal_applications.htm.

Proper Tree Pruning
Saturday, April 7, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Join ISA Certified Arborist and owner of Treecology, Damon 
Schrosk, to better understand why, what and how to prune to 
develop healthy, strong and attractive trees and shrubs. This 
workshop includes a hands-on field exercise. Read the complete 
description in the TREErific Events section.
 
Tree Protection and Tree Removal Permits
Tuesday, May 22, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Explore the City’s tree code requirements for Tree Protection 
Permits and Tree Removal Permits with Lake Oswego Code 

Enforcement Specialist Bill Youngblood and Lake Oswego 
Associate Planner Andy Gulizia. The workshop will include an 
indoor presentation and outdoor demonstration with examples of 
tree protection fencing and signage, Type II tree removal permit 
application signage, and tips for measuring tree diameter.

Landscaping for Conservation – Let Nature 
Work for You
Sunday, June 24, 1 to 4 p.m.
Join Friends of Tryon Creek Education Director Matthew Collins 
to discover how your garden can function more like the natural 
system surrounding us. Participants will learn from the ground 
up – starting with the soil and its complex role supporting plants. 
Explore native plant options for your garden, which use less water 
and don’t require expensive fertilizers and pesticides. This program 
is also a great way to learn more about the Backyard Habitat 
Certification Program, a partnership between the Friends of Tryon 
Creek, Columbia Land Trust, and Audubon Society of Portland.  
Notes: This program will take place at the Visitor’s Center at 
Tryon Creek State Natural Area, 11321 SW Terwilliger Boulevard, 
Portland. This workshop includes time learning on the trails so be 
sure to dress for the weather. Enrollment is limited. Register online 
at www.tryonfriends.org or by calling 503-636-4398.

Urban & CommUnity Forestry WorksHops

trees & stormWater

Trees, tree groves, and riparian areas in urban settings help improve stream quality and watershed health 
by decreasing the amount of stormwater runoff and pollutants that reach Oswego Lake and the Tualatin 
and Willamette Rivers. Rainfall is captured and stored in tree canopies and released into the air through 
evapotranspiration. Tree roots and leaf litter create soil conditions that promote the infiltration of rainwater 
into the soil. This helps to replenish groundwater supplies and maintain stream flows during dry periods.

The presence of trees also helps slow down and temporarily store runoff, which further promotes infiltration 
and decreases flooding and erosion downstream. Trees reduce water pollution by absorbing excess nutrients 
(like nitrogen and phosphorus) and other pollutants through their roots, and by transforming pollutants into 
less harmful substances. In general, trees are very effective at reducing runoff from small, frequent storms, 
which are typical in our region.

Trees also provide a host of other benefits, such as improved air quality, reduced heating and cooling costs, 
higher property values, wildlife habitat, wood products, recreational opportunities and aesthetic values. 
Learn more at www.ci.oswego.or.us/plan/nature/Benefits_of_Trees_Brochure.pdf.

REducing Runoff And polluTion ARE Among mAny bEnEfiTs

For the sixth consecutive year, the City is pleased to offer a series of free Urban and Community Forestry Workshops for the public. Unless 
otherwise specified, workshops will be held at the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way. For free registration, please call 503-635-0290.


