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Deer
Lake Oswego is home to white-tailed deer, all of which are 
wonderful to watch, but can become a nuisance when they 
damage trees, landscaping and lose their fear of people.  Deer 
are naturally afraid of people and will avoid them if possible, but 
like most wildlife, a female deer (doe) can become aggressive if 
she perceives her young are threatened.  Aggressive deer reports 

are almost always the result of people feeding them and treating 
them like pets.  To reduce the likelihood of an encounter with an 
aggressive deer, and to reduce visits to your yard, here are a few 
steps you can take:

 ■ Never feed deer. Deer that are familiar with people can become 
aggressive. They can also spread disease and create problems 
for you and your neighbors. 

 ■ Food needs are best met by native forage. Eating the wrong 
food may inhibit their digestion and lead to death by starvation 
or infection. 

 ■ Never, under any circumstances, approach a deer or pick up a 
fawn. 

 ■ Keep pets inside when deer are in your yard.   Female deer with 
fawns have been aggressive with pets, particularly small dogs. 

 ■ Observe deer from a distance from inside a structure or vehicle.
 ■ Invest in a fence to keep deer out of your yard.
 ■ Select unpalatable or “deer-resistant” plants which can reduce 

browsing and damage to your landscaping.
 ■ Feeding deer attracts their natural predators like coyotes to 

areas of human activity.  
 ■ Concentrated deer in neighborhoods can lead to an increase in 

vehicle collisions and conflicts between wildlife and pets.

LAKE OSWEGO is a special place known for its natural features and its diverse and abundant wildlife. However, as 
human populations grow, the space left for wildlife shrinks especially around urban areas. When 

wildlife habitat, food and water sources disappear, these creatures look elsewhere for their basic needs - and sometimes that means your 
yard, attic, crawlspace or garage. Urban areas, parks and green spaces provide important wildlife habitat; but sometimes animals residing 
there are attracted to easy meals or living quarters near human dwellings. By making a few modifications to our behavior and our homes, 
most conflicts can be avoided.

Tree Squirrels
Western gray, Douglas, American red and northern flying squirrels 
are all native in Oregon and can be found in Lake Oswego. Two 
non-native invasive species, the Eastern gray and Eastern fox squirrel, 
are the most common found in the area.  These non-native squirrels 
aggressively compete with the native squirrel populations for food 
and nesting habitat, and require less territory to persist and spread 
disease to native populations.  Unfortunately, these non-native 
squirrels have a high reproductive potential, diverse food habits 
and a high tolerance of human activity, which is allowing them to 
expand their range. 

In an attempt to halt the spread of these species, the Oregon 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) has a number of rules in 
place:

 ■ These squirrels cannot be relocated within the state (unless on 
the same property: for example, removing a squirrel from your 
attic to your yard).

 ■ If injured, these squirrels cannot be rehabilitated - they must be 
humanely euthanized. 

 ■ Don’t feed squirrels - squirrels fed by humans lose their fear of 
people and become aggressive when they don’t receive food 
as expected.

 ■ Remove bird feeders if squirrels are a problem.
 ■ Eliminate access to buildings.
 ■ Trim limbs and trees 6 to 8 feet away from buildings to prevent 

squirrels from jumping onto roofs.

 ■ Focus control efforts on physical barriers, habitat modification 
and deterrents. 

 ■ Do not pick up an injured or orphaned squirrel.  Wildlife cannot 
be held in captivity or moved without a permit from ODFW (ORS 
497.308). 

Squirrel bites are the most common type of wildlife-related bite 
reported to ODFW, and almost every reported bite can be traced 
back to feeding squirrels.  Contact your physician and local health 
department immediately for further advice. 
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Raccoons
Raccoons are opportunistic, intelligent creatures that have adapted 
well to our urban and suburban landscapes.  A lack of predators 
combined with easily accessed food sources such as garbage cans, 
compost bins, gardens and outdoor pet food bowls have allowed 
raccoons to proliferate, often in higher densities than they do under 
more natural circumstances.  

Raccoons are primarily nocturnal animals but can be seen at any 
time of day.  Adult raccoons in our area typically range in weight 
between 10 and 25 pounds but can be larger.  They are omnivorous 
and consume a varied diet that includes fruit and vegetables, 
insects, small rodents, fish, and human handouts, pet food and 
garbage when available.  Raccoons will use your chimney, attic and 
crawlspace for nesting where available and can be a challenge to 
remove.  Barring access is the best way to prevent one from making 
a home in your chimney, attic, or under your house.

Tip on Living with Raccoons

 ■ Do not feed raccoons: Deliberate feeding makes them more 
likely to get into situations where they are unwanted or in 
danger.  It also encourages unnaturally high populations within 
small geographic areas.  This creates a higher risk for disease 
transmission and the likelihood they will become pests.

 ■ Feed your pets inside.
 ■ Tightly cover all garbage cans.
 ■ Seal all potential nesting locations and plant native vegetation 

- thereby encouraging them to seek natural food and 
shelter, reducing the likelihood of unwanted human-raccoon 
interactions. 

 ■ Raccoons are protected under state law and relocation of these 
animals is illegal.  Raccoons may be trapped with a permit from 
ODFW, but they must be released at the same site or euthanized.  

 ■ The best solution is to leave raccoons alone and remove or 
modify whatever is attracting them to your yard.

Coyotes

Aided by their intelligence and adaptability, 
coyote populations are flourishing.  

Most of the time coyotes are considered 
to be more of a nuisance than an actual 
threat. However, when dealing with wildlife, 
prevention is always the best action when it 
comes to avoiding, minimizing or correcting 

problems, especially with coyotes. By far 
the greatest number of conflicts between 
humans and coyotes are those in which 
the animal has become habituated to 
a residential area by the behavior of 
human beings. Fortunately, most of these 
situations are easily prevented or corrected 
by removing food sources and access to 
shelter.

Did you know:

 ■ Coyotes are opportunistic and will eat 
just about anything, including mice, rats, 
squirrels, beavers, snakes, lizards, frogs, 
fish, birds, garbage, vegetables and 
small pets, if available.

 ■ Rodents make up the bulk of the coyote 
diet in both urban and rural settings. In 
fact, coyotes play an important role 
in the food chain by controlling mice, 
rats and other rodents and scavenging 
on dead wildlife that otherwise could 
spread disease.  Many areas, such as 
cemeteries and golf courses, have 
reported declines in damage associated 
with gophers once coyotes appeared. 
Coyotes also help to control geese in 
urban areas where flocks can forage 
and destroy landscape. Coyotes do 
sometimes kill domestic and free-
roaming small pets or feral cats for food 
or to remove competition. 

 ■ Coyote attacks are extremely rare, 
but like any wild animal, coyotes can 
behave unpredictably when cornered, 
sick or hurt.  If you have reason to believe 
that a wild animal constitutes a serious 
and imminent threat, defend yourself 
by whatever means is available and, if 
possible, activate your local emergency 
services by calling 9-1-1. 

Encountering a coyote

Keeping coyotes wary of humans is 
essential to preventing conflicts with these 
animals. The appropriate action to take 
when encountering a coyote is to scare 
it away. Responses can include shouting 
or scaring the animal with air horns and 
homemade clappers, banging pots and 
pans, stomping feet, waving arms, chasing 
from a safe distance, and throwing rocks or 
other objects toward the animal. However, 
these actions should be done cautiously to 
avoid conflicts that might not otherwise take 
place by injuring or cornering a coyote that 
simply wants to escape. In addition, in the 
spring, dog-walkers need to be cautious of 
coyote dens - mother coyotes may have 
pups in brushy areas or dens near buildings 
and roads. Mother coyotes can become 
very territorial and protective under these 
circumstances.

For more tips on living with and reducing conflicts with coyotes and other wildlife, please visit Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife at 
www.dfw.state.or.us/wildlife/living_with/docs/urbanwild.pdf or Audubon Society of Portland at http://audubonportland.org.  You can 
also contact Diana Smith-Bouwer in the Citizen Information Center at 503-635-0257 or dbouwer@lakeoswego.city.
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