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Beating the rates:
During the past year, Lake Oswego’s water 
and sewer rates were increased in order to 
pay for the City’s sewage system (LOIS) and 
for future upgrades to the water treatment 
plant - projects needed to replace aging, 
deteriorating systems as well as to 
increase capacity and accommodate rising 
populations. These expensive upgrades are 
not unique to our City. Presently, countless 
other communities across the nation are 
faced with failing or inadequate water 
and waste water systems. The cost of 
upgrading, rebuilding or constructing new 
facilities and systems is significant. The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
estimates the cost to repair and replace 
substandard water and waste facilities 
nation-wide could exceed $1 trillion over 
the next two decades.  

So what do consumers of water do? 
How can costs be offset? We have to get 

smarter about water. As a community, 
we can set standards to follow that will 
change how we handle our water. 

In Lake Oswego, water is being wasted. 
Lake Oswego’s annual average usage 
almost doubles the national annual 
average. Excess water usage is costly. It 
is also damaging - to our streets, to our 
streams and to our lake. For example, 
during the summer of 2008, an algae 
bloom on the Clackamas River clogged 
screens on the water intake which 
reduced the treatment plant’s ability to 
pump. Algal blooms are often caused by 
excess nutrients entering the river and the 
number one cause of nutrient overloads is 
run off from residences. 
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Let’s Talk Water

“Man - despite his artistic pretensions, 
his sophistication, and his many 
accomplishments - owes his existence 
to a six inch layer of topsoil and the fact 
that it rains.”   ~ Unknown

Metro’s Grow Smart, Grow 
Safe guide can help you 
garden with nature. The 
easy-to-use tables help you 
find garden products that 
are the least hazardous to 
your family, pets, wildlife 
and watershed. For a copy 
of the guide, go to www.
oregonmetro.gov/index.
cfm/go/by.web/id=558.

GroW sMart

Water Conservation Update

Continued on page 2

Over the past year, the City and community have taken advantage of several opportunities 
to conserve water: 

 6 269 toilets have been replaced through the Toilet Rebate Program
 6 556 aerators and 314 showerheads were given away to save water
 6 98 rain sensors were sold 
 6 All City facilities that were retrofitted with the new restroom fixtures are averaging a 

23% drop in water usage (over the winter months). A 23% drop in volume represents 
about 750,000 gallons saved annually. In actual cost, combining water rates  and sewer 
rates, it adds up to a savings to the City of around $2,900

 6 145 residential and 8 commercial/HOA audits were conducted by the City’s Water 
Conservation Specialist, Kevin McCaleb



Let’s Talk Water  continued

In Lake Oswego and other cities throughout the state, citizens are required to have their backflow preventers tested 
annually. Backflow is a reversal of the normal direction of flow in a public water system that may result in pollution or 
contamination of the water. City Code, Article 38.12, describes the installation, type of assembly to be used and the 
testing requirements for backflow preventers in Lake Oswego. For more information, contact the Water Maintenance 
Division at 503-635-0280.

Each of us can make a difference. Make a commitment to 
change:
• Use only phosphorous free fertilizers on your lawns. 
• Reduce the amount of time on your irrigation system 

controller by 15%. 
• Get rid of broadcast fertilizer spreaders and use only 

drop spreaders. 
• Make sure that sprinklers are operating efficiently and 

correctly, and that they are adjusted regularly. 
• Install a rain sensor. 
• Attend classes and workshops. Get educated on the 

different methods and technologies that are available 
to help manage water use. 

• Schedule an audit and try to implement the 
recommendations. 

• Don’t allow water to run off to the street or the 
streams. 

• Help your neighborhoods think smart about water 
usage too. 

By increasing knowledge and taking action, you will lower 
your water bills and we, as a community, will use less water.

Backflow Preventer Testing

Competition for water is growing...
The Willamette region has suffered from severe droughts. The last intense drought occurred in 1976 and lasted until 
1981 and since then, we have had a number drought periods, albeit not as long in duration. The frequency of dry periods 
seems to be increasing, and what makes that fact even more concerning is that the population of the Portland Metro 
area 30 years ago was around 500,000. Today, the population exceeds two million; yet the resources we were using 
then and now for our water are the same ones. Add to that number the demands placed upon water for industry and 
manufacturing needs, and it is clear that the competition for water is growing.

City Installs New Weather Stations
You can now get accurate, to-the-minute weather and 
watering information for Lake Oswego!

The City just completed the installation of two new 
weather stations at the Golf Course and Westlake Fire 
Station. The stations will record temperature, wind speed 
and direction, relative humidity, dew point, soil moisture, 
soil temperature, precipitation and Evapo-transpiration. 
Also included is a meter reporting whether or not watering 
is necessary. 

The two stations were installed as part of the City’s efforts 
to assist residents in their efforts to conserve water. These 
stations will help the City in it’s conservation efforts as 
well - the two stations will be connected to the City Park’s 
central controlled irrigation systems to create weather 
based “need” driven irrigation. 

The Conservation Coordinator will be creating a helpful 
guide on the Conservation web page to help customers use 
the service. Stay tuned.

To access current data, visit www.ci.oswego.or.us/weather.



Prepare for Spring Time Planting

Soil: Because you are planting native and regional adaptive stock, soil 
preparation should be minimal. Once you have designated where the garden is 
going, simply remove any weeds, high water users and other unwanted plants. Use 
a tiller or other equipment to turn the soil. This will help loosen and oxygenate the soil making it easier for 
the plant to establish roots.  If you wish, mulch or compost can be mixed in with the soil for enrichment, but in 
most cases, the native plants will do well in the common soils. Certain grasses may need some amendments.  Use 
this period to get soil samples from your yard and have them tested for acidity and nutrient deficiencies. This 
information will help you select fertilizer and amendments for your entire yard and this particular section as well.

Plant selection: Base your selection on to best suit the location in your garden. If it is shaded most of the time in 
the summer, then utilizing shade loving plants will be important; sun all day- then the reverse would be true. Think 
of how you want this area to look: wild and natural? Sectioned by color, height? Perhaps you will organize it by 
blooming dates.  You can create a garden that utilizes some or all of these techniques and will bloom virtually all 
through the season. Research varieties, colors and heights at a local nursery or online.

Sketch: Make a rough sketch of the new area. List all of the plant names and generally show where they are to be 
planted. List on the sketch how far apart the individual plantings are to be. Go out to the garden area and mark 
out the areas on the sketch. Make any adjustments at this time as to dimensions area. Be sure and note those 
changes on your sketch. Now you are ready for the plants.

Plant Storage: Buy only the amount of plant material that you think can be installed in a weekend or however long 
you intend to work on this project. Unless you have an area that the plants can be stored in that is reasonably free 
from climate extremes, be cautious of purchasing all the plants at once. Many of these plants can be vulnerable in 
pots to frosts and freezes; care should be taken if you plan to store them during the project.

Planting/installation: Follow the guidelines from your nursery or the on-line instructions as to how to install the 
material. If the plant is susceptible to frost, you may need to cover them with newspapers, mulch or sawdust to 
prevent any early leaf or stem damage. Plastic is not recommended because it does not allow the plant to breath 
and tends to inhibit the natural movements of moisture and air through the soil.

Establishment: Don’t water the plants unless there is little soil moisture. They may need some supplemental 
water in the summer, but that should be rare. If you left some higher water using plants in the area, do not 
water everything for those new specimens. Take care of them individually. Sit back, remove weeds as needed, 
do whatever pruning or dead heading that may be required and enjoy. One of the beauties of native planting 
areas is the increase in wildlife activity that results. Beneficial insects such as bees, ladybugs and butterflies will 
flourish around the flowers. Native plants attract hummingbirds and other wildlife. You may find they also attract 
neighbors and friends that stop by to admire your work.
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Believe it or not, now is the time to begin prepping for your spring landscape. Yes, it is 
still cold, and yes, it is still rainy, but in nature, this is the time when the native plants 
begin to wake up from the winter sleep. Bulb plants are beginning to send up 
shoots and the seeds that lay over from the fall are beginning to put down root. 

Hardy native plants grow roots during the winter. The energy that is 
conserved when they are dormant is directed to the root systems long before 
the stems are visible. Native and regionally adaptive species of plants will 
do much better, and need less water to establish, when planted in the fall or 
very early spring.

If you are thinking about putting in a native garden this year, now is the time 
to start prepping. Here are some steps to take:



General Information: 503-635-0270
Water Conservation Information: 503-675-3747

380 A Avenue, PO Box 369
Lake Oswego, Oregon 97034

Spring Plants
Armeria Maritima

It is a popular garden flower, known by several common 
names, including “thrift”, “sea thrift”, and “sea pink”. The 
plant has been distributed worldwide as a garden and cut 
flower. It does well in gardens designed as xeriscapes or 
rock gardens.

It is a compact perennial which grows in low clumps and 
sends up long stems from which globes of bright pink 
flowers blossom. In some cases, purple, white or red 
flowers also occur.

Plant Type Herbaceous perennial
Bloom Season April - May
Flower Color Pink to white
Height 0.5 to 1 foot
Width 0.5 to 1 foot
Sunlight Full sun
Zone 4 to 8

Clean up this year’s residual leaf and other yard 
debris. (March)

Broadleaf weed control - be cautious and judicious 
with any chemical applications. (March/April)

Fertilizer applications - test the soil first to apply only 
what is needed. (March/April)

Thatch removal and aeration of turf. Pick a time 
when the soil is not soggy. (April) 

Irrigation system tune up. (April) Make repairs, and 
adjustments as needed. Do not set the system to 
operate automatically. If water is needed, operate 
the system manually and only as needed. Install a 
rain sensor device.

Turn on irrigation system. (last 2 weeks of April or 1st 
of May) Be sure that the controller is set to operate 
no more than twice per week for turf and only once 
per week for shrubs. Time should be set to water 
no more than is necessary to wet the soil down to 4 
inches and 10 inches respectively. Use a screw driver 
or probe to examine depth of moisture 2 hours after 
watering occurs. If water runs off the property, set 
the controller to operate the same station twice per 
day for half of the time on each station affected. Use 
a one hour rest between cycles.

Spring Tips
March/April/May
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The Water Conservation program will be offering a spring 
class on efficient irrigation practices on Saturday, April 
10. The class will teach homeowners how to monitor and 
maintain their irrigation systems to achieve maximum 
benefit using minimal water. There will be more detailed 
information and a registration link on the Conservation 
website. For more information, go to www.ci.oswego.or.us 
and click on the Water Conservation icon.

Irrigation Workshop

Coreopsis

Coreopsis, commonly know as tickseed, is an annual forb. 
The small, slender seeds germinate in fall (overwintering as 
a low rosette) or early spring. Growing quickly, plants attain 
heights of 12 to 40 inches. The flowers are brilliant yellow 
with maroon or brown centers of various sizes. Flowering 
typically occurs in mid-summer.

Coreopsis grows well in many types 
of soil, but seems to prefer sandy 
or well-drained soils. Drought 
tolerant, naturally growing 
plants are usually found in 
disturbed areas such as hill 
slides, burned areas, road 
sides or cultivated fields. 
Preferring full sun, it will also 
grow in partial shade.


